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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


ITAIPU ROLE IN FOREIGN DEBT, FUTURE PLANS REPORTED 
Itaipu Financing 
Sao Paul O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 2 Sep 83 p 24 


[Text] Brasilia--The financial role played by Paraguay in the Itaipu hydro- 
electric project was small, consistent with the potential of that country, 
while for Brazil, this project accounts for 3.5 percent of the foreign debt, 
solely in terms of the foreign financing it entailed, in a total amount of 
2.8 billion U.S. dollars. Between 1972 and July of this year, 6.49 billion 
U.S. dollars were invested in Itaipu, and in the period between last August 
and 1989, when the largest hydroelectric plant in the world will be function- 
ing at its full capacity of 12,600 megawatts, a further U.S. $2,807,000,009 
will have been invested. With the interest on the financing, the total cost 
of the project will come to 15,296,000,000 U.S. dollars, with energy 
costing Brazil $1.29 per kilowatt. 


This information was provided yesterday by the president of Itaipu Binational, 
Gen Costa Cavalcanti, in a deposition he made to the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee of the Senate, in response to a statement by Deputy Israel Dias 
Novaes, PMDB-SP [Brazilian Democratic Movement Party, Sao Paulo], to the 
effect that “Paraguay has contributed practically nothing to the expendi- 
tures’ on the Itaipu project. This deputy asked what the real finaicial role 
of Paraguay in the project was. The general responded that it came to about 
17 percent of the civil construction work, which cost a total of 3.54 billion 
U.S. dollars, 4 percent for the electronic installations, and nothing for the 
electrical portion. 














Gen Costa Cavalcanti himself said that Paraguay benefitted greatly from the 
construction of Itaipu, to the extent that it is obtaining technology and the 
fact that its yross domestic product increased by 11 percent per year between 
1974 and 1982. As the advantage for the Braziliar side, the general men- 
tioned the requirement that Brazil purchase energy not consumed by Paraguay 
from that country for sale on the domestic market at the same price offered 
to Paraguay. 


Further on the subject of the financial participation of Paraguay in the 
costs of the hydroelectric plant, the president of this enterprise reported 
that banks established in that country made loans to Itaipu Binational this 
year totaling 34 million U.S. dollars, and he also confirmed that to date, 
the Paraguayan government banks have not participated at all. 
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Gen Costa Cavalcanti gave a forceful justification of the building of Itaipu, 
pointing out, among other things, that if this plant does not go into opera- 


tion in accordance with t current schedule in 1985, there will be an elec- 
trical energy shortage in the southern and southeastern regions. By the end 
ir next year, according to his estimates, the electrical energy surplus of 
.5 million kilowatts in the southeastern region and 200,000 in the southern 
region will have come to an end, as a result of the differentiated rates 
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iccording to Costa Cavalcanti, the goal for 1985 is to replace 60,000 barrels 
f i] per day Y} ‘ . 


He further announced that, in plans for the use of the potential of the 
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been postponed for ‘rears. According to the current schedule, one of the 18 


Itaipu turb r 30 recent of its capacity, will be commissioned this 
produce r for Paraguay. In 1984, two more will begin operation, 


d, beginning in 1985, three more units per year will be put into use. 


idded that the itaipu energy rate will be repaid solely from enterprise 
iliti | ith other enterprises, 
‘because Itaipu is a single-shot weapon. In other words, the enterprise 
will not build Ww projects. The Itaipu income, in his view, should be 
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undergo complete operational tests next Octo 
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er. But this unit, which has a 

to operate at only 10 or 20 per- 
cent of its capacity, since its energy will only be used by Paraguay, where 
the consumption requires no more than this. 


apacity of 700,000 kilowatts, is scheduled 


Brazil will only benefit from the energy produced at Itaipu beginning in the 
second half of next year when, Costa Cavalcanti believes, “the transmission 
line will be ready to handle tnis energy.” 

The president of Itaipu, who participated in the seminar on electrothermic 
energy uses sponsored by the Minas Gerais Electric Power Plant, Inc and the 
Minas Gerais Industrial Development Institute, said that Brazil is currently 
making use of only 25,852 megawatts of its hydroelectric potential, which 
totals 106,570 megawatts. He admitted that one of the greatest problems in 
utilizing this potential is the serious inadequacy of transmission networks. 
He expressed the view, morzover, that this problem should urgently be re- 
solved by the state concession holders. 


ite this problem, Costa Cavalcanti said that the Brazilian electrical 
energy market has been growing faster than expected. As of 30 July, the 
increase was 8% percent, while the estimate had been annual expansion of 6.5 
percent. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


ENERGY CONSUMPTION--Electrical energy consumption in the country showed an 
increase of 8.1 percent from January to July of this year over the comparable 
period last year. This result was affected by the 30.5 percent increase in 
energy consumption in the northern region, ELETROBRAS [Brazilian Electric 
Power Companies, Inc] reported yesterday. The large number of hookups for 
housing complexes, the electrification of municipalities in the interior and 
the bill for energy used at the Tucurui and Carajos project sites beginning 
in July of 1982 contributed to this increase in electrical energy consumption 
in the northern region. In the southeastern region, which accounts for 68 
percent of the national energy consumption, the increase was 6.4 percent in 
the residential and commercial categories, because the temperatures in that 
region were higher than last year. The metallurgical and transportation 
equipment branches, mainly in Rio and Sao Paulo, also contributed to the in- 
creased consumption in the southeast. The increase in consumption in the 
other regions was 11.2 percent in the northeast, 8.9 percent in the south and 
15.8 percent in the center-west. [Text] [Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in 
Portuguese 30 Aug 83 p 39] 5157 


CSO: 3342/181 














ENERGY ECONOMICS 


BRIEFS 





ELECTRO PERU LOSSES REPORTED--Losses of more than 14 billion soles is the tally 
of the torrential rains and floods, which damaged powerhouses, substation 
buildings, transformers, electricity generator groups, and civil works of Electro 
Peru. Work on the repair of these damages, which are mainly located around 
Piura and Tumbes, has already been started. According to a comprehensive 
account contained in the latest edition of the Reporter, houseorgan of Electro 
Peru, specialized personnel are on site in the affected areas, pushing efforts 
to restore the interrupted services. The 14 billion soles figure takes into 
account only material damage to installations, and costs of reinstatement of 
service, since losses attributable to reduced sale of energy caused by the 
paralyzation of commerce and industry generally, would increase this amount sub- 
stantially. [Excerpt] [Lima LA PRENSA in Spanish 15 Aug 83 p 4] 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


1RINTOC ONLY FIRM TO SHOW 6-MONTH INCREASE IN OIL OUTPUT 


Figures for All Companies 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 13 Aug 63 p 1] 


[Article by Norris Solomon] 


STATE-OWNED Trinidad and Tobago Oil Company 
(Trintoc) was the only oil company which showed 
crude oil production increases for the first six months 


[Text ] 


of this year. 


Ail the other companies had production decreases with the 


largest decline shown by Texaco. 
' Despite the increase by Trintoc, 


however, there was a signifi- 
cant drop in refinery throughput — 
from an average of 55,900 barrels a 
day for the first six months in 1982 
to 10,000 barrels for the period April 
to June this year. 

Details of the oil operations were 
Here by rk Patrick Manning, 

inister of Energy and Natural 
Resources, when he gave a mid-year 
review of the petroleum industry in 
Trinidad and Tobago at a Press con- 
ference at the Hilton Hotel in Port- 
of-Spain yesterday. 

He attributed the ‘significant 
drop’ in refinery throughput at 
Trintoc to insufficient supplies of 
crude brought about by the present 
Texaco / Trintoc agreement. 

Overall, there was an eleven per 
cent decrease in crude oil 
production when compared with the 
corresponding period last year and 
the minister pointed out that the 
average decline rate in crude oil 
production levels for the past four 
year period 1978-1982 was six per 
cent. 

Mr. Manning said the overall! 
performance of the = 
industry in Trinidad and Tobago for 
the first half of the year had been a 
reflection of the prevailing de- 
pressed economic conditions. 

However, the minister said he was 
optimistic that there would be in- 
creased production levels of oil in 
the latter part of the year as a 
result of the concessions made to 
the oil companies. 


He said that already they were 
seeing a resumption: of workover 
activites in thé-oil companies, 

he was confident that would 
be increased production. 

Giving details relating to the 
various oi] companies, Mr. Manning 
said: during the first half of 1983 
Amoco performed marginally 
better than its projected forecast 
of 81,000 barrels a ~ 4 

Despite the smal! 1.7 per cent 
decrease in production over the 
forecast level, the first half of 1983's 
production rate reflected a 
decrease of 13.8 per cent when 
com to the production levels 
of the corres period last 


a Manning said that in spite of 
r. sai in spite 

the steep decline rate of nine per 
cent per annum since 1978, the 
company maintained its foremost 


- position as the largest oil producer 


in Trinidad with 51 per cent of the 

country’s crude oil production. 
Trinidad Tesoro: Production 

drop to 21,617 barrels a day 

which was below the forecast of 

23,148 barrels a day. The decline was 

attributed to reduction in the 

company’s drilling and workover 
rogramme. 

‘exaco: ‘‘Texaco’s production for the 
first half of 1983 averaged a 
disappointing 12,292 barrels a day. It 
was 24 per cent less than the prod- 
uction for the same period 1982 
and 20.4 per cent lower than 1982's 
average production. 














“The reason for the disappointing 
performance was because of the 
reluctance of the company to drill 
development wells conduct 
workovers and maintain its 
secondary and enhanced oi! recovery 
projects.’ 

Mr. Manning said, too, that not 
only has the company showed a 
reluctance to drill new wells but the 
company aan the drilling of 
two deep wells at depths short of 
the objectives. Both were 
suspended for budgetary reasons. 

Trintoc: While Trintoc increased 
its production to an average of 7,907 
barrels a day, it was still lower than 
the forecasted figure of 8,130 barrels 
a day. However, in June the prod- 
uction rose to 4,144 barrels a day. 

Trintoc, he said, had $11 producing 
wells in 1983 with 73 per cent pump- 
ing at a daily rate of 13 barrels a day 
per well. There were 25 per cent of 


the wells producing at 4 daily rate 
of 23 barrels a well. 

Premier Consotidated iftelds 
Limited, is the smallest oil ucer 
and averaged 291 barrels a/day for 
ine first half of the year. 

The company, with 85 wells, had a 
forecast of 300 barrels a day 

Trinidad Northern Area Limited: 
operations carried out by Trinmar, 

roduced 36,980 barrels a day while 
or the same period last year, the 
average was 37,968 barrels 

The company’s production wa. be- 
set by problems including a fire on a 
platform. 

Referring to refining, Minister 
Manning said that the average 
or ut at Texaco during the 

eri anuary to June was 63,300 

arrels a day which was 23 per cent 
of the rated refinirg capacity. For 
the same period in 1982 the average 
througnput was 12,400 barrels a day 


Further Details on Tesoro 


Port-ot-Spain EXPRLSS in English 15 Aug 83 p @ 


(ext 


TRINIDAD TESORO 
Petroleum Company, the 
country’s largest land 
producer of crude oil, 
experienced ‘a 
significant decline” in its 
production during the 
lirst half of 1963, ac 
cording to a mid- year 
review by the Ministry of 
Energy and Natural 
Resources 

In its statement on the 
Santa Flora  tmsed 
company, the review 
said that Trinidad- 
lesoro’s output during the 
first six months of the 
year dropped to 21, 617 
barrels of oil per day 
This it said, was about 
seven per cent less than 
the projected forecast 
and more than nine per 
cent below the average 
production attained 
during the same period 
last year 


REVIEW 


fhe review said that a 
‘declining trend in land 
non-thermal production” 
was primarily respon- 
sible for the companys 
overall production rate so 
far this vear. It said that 


the declwe in = non- 
thermal prdéduction was 
“barely apparent’ in 
1982 and that it 
‘assumed more 
significant proportions” 
in the first half of 1983. 
‘Land non-thermal 
production fell steeply 





trom 12,000 (bpd) at the 
start of the yvear to 10,000 
(bpd) at the end of June,” 
the review said, adding 
that this represented a 
decline rate of almost 33 
per cent per annum 

The review was made 
public during ZI 
newsconference last 
Friday. called by bnergy 
and Natural Resources 


Minister, Patrick 
Manning. in Port o! 
Spain 


(tf said that” the 
production delcine by the 
company reflected 
significant drop in 
worker or tae tyyity level fae 
compared to previous 
years when an ap- 
proach was pursued by 
the company to maintain 
production levels. ~ 

The ministry's mid- 
yeur review said also that 
the company's land non 
thermal! production would 
have been lower,” had it 
not been for the limited of 
the six- non-thermal wells 
drilled in this review 
period.” 








Tesoro Milestone 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in [English 15 Aug 83 p 4 


[Text] TRINIDAD-TESORO recorded a milestone with land production by the 
Company of its 100,000,000th barrel of oil. 


In a messaye to mark the occasion, Managing Director M. J. P. Schmalz said 
this was achieved against all predictions. 


lie praised the efforts of workers from all levels of Trinidad-Tesoro's oper- 
ation. 


ere is the full text of Mr. Schmalz's message: ‘Fourteen years azo one of 
the world's leading engineering consulting firms oredicted that oil yet to 
be produced from the land fields, then operated by British Petroleum Company, 
would amount of no more than 32,000,000 barrels for al] time to come. 


Now 14 years later the people of Trinidad-Tesoro have belied this prediction. 
We have just passed 100,000,000 barrels of oil from our land fields. 


but the future still looks good as our rate of production today is the same 
as it was 14 years ago. 


We have already produced three times the amount of oil that they said we 
could and we are still going strony. 


This has been an all out effort by all our people. 
People from all levels, labourers, artisans of all types, rig operators, 
secretaries, geologists, engineers, accountants, clerks, supervisors and 


managers. 


Well Done 





I wish to take this opportunity on our fourteenth anniversary and on the oc- 
casion of this one hundred millionth barrel milestone to thank each and every 
one of ycu for a job well done. 


Kven though there is an ofl crisis and an economic recession I am very optim- 
istic about the future. 








If the people of Trinidad-Tesora perform as well over the next 14 years as 
they have over the past 14 years as I am sure they will, the better part of 
tie Company's results stille lie ahead of us." 


CSO: 3298/927 








ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


AMOCO WANTS TO EXPORT CRUDE FOR OVERSEAS REFINING 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Aug 83 p 1] 


[Article by Ed Wynn Brant] 


(Text | TRINIDAD and Tobago Government can get more 
money from Amoco if it allows the oil company to 
export all its crude than have some refined at Texaco. 


Mr Robert Powers, president and general manager of the 
fully-owned US-based Standard Oil of Indiana subsidiary, said 
that Texaco’s refinery was not designed to handle the lighter 
East Coast crude produced by Amoco. 

Mr Powers replying to a statement under pressure is forced down wells 


by Texaco which said that the Pointe- ' ing: rude j 
a-Pierre refinery which processed a rately Bg The ene , 
vaniety of crudes in the past could “Amoco the on ee elie cooriler 
= Pa yom age of Amoco's on the Fast Coast. hones the govarn- 
¢ auy tO Keep its inery going. ‘ete ; , 5 jet Che. 
Amoco, with & production ah ot on Wm reckens ie - 





140,000 barrels in 197%, is now down to 
average 80,000 barrels daily (bd) 

Last Thursday Mr. Powers, accom- 
panied by Mr Eugene Bertrand (Ad- 
ministrative manager) and Mr Frank 
Arlen (Public Relations er) 
took the news media on a tour of its 
Galeota terminal and later a tour of 
the Teak A platform where Mr Powers 
recommissioned a US$65 million water- 
flooding system. 

The water flooding system was des- 
cribed by Mr Powers as the Only one 
installed on a platform in the Western 
Hemisphere — others have units based 
m land and water under pressure is 
piped to the marine wells. 

Sixteen months ago a fire on the 
Teak A platform ted production in 


which the water flooding project was | 
million to 


hit It cost Amoco US 
have the system restored. 


INCREASED PRODUCTION 


When it was recommissioned Mr 
Powers said production will rise be 
tween 2,000 and 3,000 bd. Production on 
a A is about 30,000 bd from i4 
wells 

Water flooding is a secondary oil 
recovery technique in which water 
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petroleum tax and provide es 
— for offshore explorers. 

The president suggested s number 
of ways the State can provide incen- 
tives, for example, recognising small 
fields in an area instead of lumping all 
together. He cited the case of the 
Galeota Ridge which is made up of a 
number of small fields. 

The pricing of oils needs to be 
clarified he said. To this end the Inter- 
ministerial committee chaired 
Labour Minister Errol Mahabir is to 
make recommendations to the Minis- 
ter of Finance shortly. 

Petroleum accounting needs to be 
looked at too, Mr Powers said. 

He declined to give the amount the 
government gets on each barrel of oil 
exported to its Texas refinery. 


g 


and trained. 

For the yeai’s 1972 to 1982 the com- 
pany paid $14,746 million in taxes, roy- 
alties and levies and over the same 
period it spent $1,271 million on 
salaries, wages and purchasing goods. 

It is coumry's main gas supplier 
and seils about million cubic feet 
daily to the National Gas Company. 











‘ONOM LCS TRINIDAD AIT) TOBACO 


BRIEFS 


OFFPSHOPE SLISMIC SURVEY--A SEISMIC survery covering 7,900 miles off 
and north coast of Trinidad, in efforts to find new oil fields, 


tne east 


nas heen com- 


pleted. The survey, costing $20 million, was undertaken by Vestern Ceophvsi- 
cal Ltu. for the Covernment of Trinidad and Tobago. Yep. Patricr “anning 
iinister of Energy and Natural Resources, speaking at a press conference on 
Priday 


said that the data was now complete and a presentation would 
at the Ministry this week. He said that with the data the Ministry 
in a position to talk about further acreage allocations. {Text} 
opain Tr Ti DAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Aug 83 p 3] 


be made 
mould be 
{Port-of- 


CSO: 1990/92] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


INCREASED OLL PRODUCTION DURING FIRST SEMESTER REPORTED 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 26 Aug &3 p D-1l 


[Text| The results of the oil industry during the first half of 1983, which were 
evaluated yesterday by the PDVSA [Venezuelan Petroleum, Inc] special assembly, 
are satisfactory and exceed the expectations that were held at the beginning 

of this year, when earnings and other activities were scheduled during a diffi- 
cult situation on the oil markets. 


After the assembly, which convened during the morning to consider a single evalu- 
ation point regarding the progress of the programs and the budget performance 
during the first half of 1983, Minister Calderon Berti and Gen Rafael Alfonso 
Ravard, accompanied by the vicepresidents of PDVSA, Julio Cesar Arreaza and 
Victor Petzal, the legal adviser, Andres Aguilar, and the president of MENEVEN 
{subsidiary of PETROVEN], Juan Chacin, reported to the press on the conclusions 
from the meeting. 


Calderon gave a reminder that the oil industry had to readjust its programs 
starting in February, owing to the serious situation occurring on the internation- 
al markets, which forced OPEC in London to cut prices and establish mechanisms 

to control production, as well as the country's financial difficulties. The 
industry's investment programs were cut from 19 billion to 15 billion bolivares 
for fiscal year 1983. 


The average production attained by Venezuela during the first half was 1.906 
million barrels per day, which was possible despite the production ceiling set 
by OPEC, assigning Venezuela 1.7 million barrels per day; because a larger 
amount had been produced during the first months of the year. This factor, as 
well as the use of stored reserves and the release of about 20,000 barrels per 
day from the domestic market, made it possible to export an average of 1.516 
million barrels per day; in other words, 66,000 barrels more than the average 
called for in the budget, which was set at 1.45 million barrels per day. 


OPEC's decisions regarding production and prices acted as a factor for stabiliz- 
ing the market, and have brought positive results, so that the average sales 
price for Venezuela which had been set at $24.57 per barrel has been exceeded, 
reaching an average of $24.74 per barrel during the half. This price could 
increase if there is a continuation of the trend to improve prices of refined 
products and of heavy crude on the markets. 


ll 











ihe heads of the oil sector said that it is anticipated that, if OPEC's deci- 
,ions on production are upheld for the rest of 1983, Venezuela will attain an 
average production of 1.8 million barrels for the entire year. 


21 Billion Bolivares Contributed to the National Treasury 


As a result of its operations during the first half, PDVSA contributed a total 
of 21.789 billion bolivares to the treasury. 


The proven reserves stand at 24.537 billion barrels, which represents a 36- 
year ratio to current production levels. The available potential amounts to 
2.5 million barrels per day. 


Note was taken of the completion of the exploratory activity in the Orinoco 
Belt, and as General Alfonzo mentioned, emphasis was placed again on the output 
of 1,500 barrels per well in Belt areas, which multiply their production upon 
being stimulated with steam injection. This average makes the development of 
the heavy crude in tie Belt profitable, because despite other costs it repre- 
sents nearly 10 times the national average yield per well, which is 160 barrels 
for each well. 


In the area of refining, improvements and expansions were made in the MARAVEN 
refinery in Cardon. Calderon stressed the positive effect of the changes in 

the refining standard on the oil exports package; because there has been an 
increase from an output of 19.4 percent naphthas and gasolines per barrel 

refined in 1978 to an output of 29.4 percent in 1983; and, similarly, the dis- 
tillates which represented 19 percent have now risen to 27.7 percent. The high 
sulfur residuals, which represented 39.5 percent, have now dropped to 31 percent; 
and the low sulfur residuals declined from 16.7 percent in the old refineries to 
only 5.3 percent in the present improved ones. In the view of the PDVSA assembly, 
this constitutes the main basis for justifying the investments that have been 
made in refining. Emphasis was placed on the decline in residuals, which is 

in keeping with the policy being pursued to depend increasingly less on these 
fuels which are in competition with coal on the markets. 


Consumption Drops on the Domestic Market 


The PDVSA assembly noted that, on the country's domestic market, the cons ~~tion 
of hydrocarbon derivatives dropped 4.3 percent, to be exact, from 372,000 
barrels per day in 1982 (first half) to 356,000 barrels per day during the 

same period in 1983. The reduction is more notable when compared with the 
anticipated consumption figure, which was 375,000 barrels per day. Calderon 
explained that the greater use of gas has made it possible to substitute some 
20,000 barrels per day of liquid hydrocarbons for export. 


Other results recorded and cited very briefly at the press conference following 
the assembly were the reduction of personnel by 300 jobs, the maintenance of 
operating expenses at the same level as in 1982, and optimization of operations, 
achieving savings. There has been an improvement in the exports package,thereby 
accruing a higher price. There has also been an optimization in the level of 
using stocks of materials which had accumulated during 1981-82 because of the 
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prospects for an emergency created by the [ranian-Iraqi war. It was also 
decided to use a considerable portion of these stocks as a means of saving on 
the expenditure of dollars at present. Stocks of crude and products were 
reduced. 


Calderon said that, during the second half of this year, it is anticipated that 
the markets will have a more stable performance than during the first half; and 
hence the economic results may be predicted as better than what had been expected 
at the beginning of 1983. 


"The executive body, on behalf of the stockholders, is satisfied with the 
results achieved by the national oil industry during the first half of this 
year,’ commented the minister. 


Trends toward a strengthening of the products have appeared. Calderon expressed 
the view that OPEC will maintain the current status of prices and production 
control. There may be an improvement for Venezuela in fuel prices, which could 
affect the general average of hydrocarbon prices in the country. 


At the press conference, not a single word was said about the new board of 
directors of PDVSA, which is expected to be named next Tuesday. It confined 
itself specifically to the sole topic of the industry's results during the 
first half of this year. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


EDELCA PRESIDENT DISCUSSES CARONI HYDROELECTRIC POTENTIAL 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 26 Aug 83 p D-7 


[Text] Yesterday, the president of Caroni Electricity (EDELCA), Luis Enrique 
Semidey, visited EL NACIONAL to hold a dialog with board members and managers 
of the company regarding the future plans of this state industry. 


In his lengthy remarks, Semidey stated that, once the Caroni River hydroelectric 
complex, which consists of several phases, has been completed, there will be an 
energy potential of 24,000 megawatic, which will far exceed the installed capa- 
city on the Columbia River, in the United States, the world's first hydroelec- 
tric center. 


In addition to the expansion of the Raul Leoni Dam, which will be completed by 
1988, EDELCA intends to develop the present Macagua I dam and build two others: 
Tocoma IL and Caruachi. 


The Raul Leoni alonewill have dimensions of from 2,200 to 11,000 megawatts for 
its electrical generation, which will enable it to guarantee complete coverage 
of the country's requirements which, according to EDELCA estimates, will put 
the energy supply on a par with the demand by 1992. 


Semidey explained that, since eliminating the low rates that it had, the company 
has attained profits in its operations amounting to 280 million bolivares in 
1982, and 340 million bolivares in 1983. This year, it will have to confront 
the burden of a debt of 1.4 billion bolivares to maintain a balanced situation. 


He trusts that, with the timely payment by its customers, EDELCA will manage 
to keep its commitments without any upset in its programs for hydroelectric 
development of the Caroni. Two state companies alone, CADAFE and Orinoco 
Jron and Steel,owe about 2 billion bolivares, including the interest charged 
for delayed payment. 


The president of EDELCA explains that CADAFE is making efforts to reduce these 
commitments. While this is going on, EDELCA is negotiating a loan with 
EXIMBANK [Export-Import Bank] for $217 million and a substantial capital 
contribution from the Venezuelan Investment Fund, which would convert this 
state financing agency into the owner of 80 percent of EDELCA's shares of 
stock. 
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Also included among the austerity measures that are being imposed on the company 
is a gradual reduction in its labor, in view of the compietion of the final phase 
of the Raul Leoni Dam. In this connection, despite the fact that it has only 
6,000 workers at present, during the "peak" period it employed as many as 18,000 
workers; and a similar productivity level has been maintained, without any lag 
in the project. 


He notes: “Furthermore, we have progressed in 5 months with the elevation of 
the dam, which is already providing us with additional generation of electric 
power.” 


Increase in Rates 


Luis Enrique Semidey stressed the need to revise electric rates, because EDELCA 
has been forced to sell power to Caracas Electricity and to CADAFE, at the cost 
of generation from a thermoelectric plant. This gives a fictitious price, 
because the oil industry sells gas-oil to these companies at highly subsidized 
prices. 


Similarly, discussions have been started with the basic state companies, such as 
VENALUM [Aluminum Company of Venezuela, Inc], ALCASA [Caroni Aluminum, Inc] and 
SIDOR [Orinoco Iron and Steelworks], to readjust the rates for the service 
provided by EDELCA. 


He remarks: "We think that, with the exchange control, these companies which 
devote a high percentage of their r~oduction to exports are earning large profits 
and could absorb an increment in their industrial input without any problem. We 
have already begun talks with VENALUM, and we expect that SIDOR, which consumes 
30 percent of our electric power, will undertake this revision." The president 
of EDELCA is of the opinion that maintaining a suitable income level for this 
company will make it possible to continue the programs to develop this hydro- 
electric complex which, once it has been completed, will afford the country 
savings of 30,000 barrels of oil per day. 


2909 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


CHANGES IN PDVSA'S TOP MANAGEMENT REPORTED 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 31 Aug 83 p D-1l 


[Text] Yesterday, Humberto Calderon Berti was appointed president of Venezuelan 
Petroleum Inc [PDVSA], at the decisior of the president of the republic, who 
also made changes in the board of directors of the main office and the branches 
of the oil sector. 


The vice minister of energy and mines, Jose Ignacio Moreno Leon, assumed that 
office, in which there will also be some changes due to promotions among the 
personnel to fill the positions left vacant. 


Former Minister Calderon Berti will be joined in PDVSA's upper management by 
Vice Presidents Pablo Reimpell and Victor Petzal. Reimpell, who has been a 
prominent member of the PDVSA board of directors for finance and planning, and 
who was previously a high-ranking official of MARAVEN [PETROVEN subsidiary], 
is a typical example of promotion to the top echelon of the oil industry after 
a long technical career. Petzal, who has also had a long record in the indus- 
try, was vice president of the previous board, and was confirmed. 


As this article is being written, there has been no publication of the presi- 
dential announcement of the changes in the industry, nor a Gazette publication 
of the pertinent decree; but it was learned that only three persons are leaving 
the PDVSA board of directors. It was claimed that Julio Cesar Arreaza, Francis- 
co Guedez and Alirio Parra will leave the Venezuelan Petroleum management. It 
was also reported that Alirio Parra’s destination will be the PDVSA office in 
London, and that he will concern himself with the industry's foreign affairs. 


Calderon Berti's appointment has dispelled a long-standing mystery which has 
pervaded the oil industry atmosphere and the political one as well during 

recent months. Many candidates emerged from among the prominent persons associ- 
ated with oil, but finally the former minister, who is a geologist with a post- 
graduate degree in petroleum engineering, prevailed. Calderon was a technical 
official for hydrocarbons until the start of the reversion process in 1970, 

when the Congress adopted essential proposals to lay the groundwork for nation- 
alization, and created the Reversion Directorate to enact the pertinent law. 

On that occasion, Calderon was called to Caracas and appointed to that post by 
the Congress itself, remaining in it until nationalization, when the Reversion 
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Directorate was abolished; and he was transferred as president of INTEVEP, the 
oil industry's technological! research center. From there, he moved to the posi- 
tion of minister in President Herrera's administration. 


There had been political objection to Calderon's appointment owing to his status 
as a wemver of the Social Christian Party, but in President Herrera's view, his 
status as a professional and expert in the field of petroleum prevailed, accord- 
ing to the comments circulating yesterday when it was learned that, in a long 
session held by the president with his closest collaborators, the formation of 
the new board of directors of Venezuelan Petroleum for the statutory period 

from August 1983 to August 1985 had been completed. In the presidency of PDVSA, 
Calderon succeeds Gen Rafael Alfonzo Ravard, who headed the main office since 
its founding in August 1975. Also replaced was the vice president, Julio Cesar 
Arreaza, who had also spent 8 years in the company's second-ranking position. 


The new members of the PDVSA board also have extensive asscciat‘ons with the 
sector. Julio Trinkunas, one of those appointed by President Herrera, comes 
from a high-ranking post which he held in LAGOVEN [PETROVEN subsidiary]. Also, 
another one of the new board meuwvers, Samuel Wilhelm, held important responsi- 
bilities in MARAVEN. The third new member of the oil company board is Rear 

Adm Andres Brito Martinez, a manager who comes from CADAFE [Electrical Adminis- 
tration and Development Corporation] and the Venezuelan Wiring Institute. 


Representing the labor sector, the group of five submitted by the Confederation 


of Venezuelan Workers (CTV), consisted of Raul Enriquez, Aristides Bermudez, 
Carlos Ortega, Miguel Manzano and Jose Rosas. 


2909 
CSO: 3348/655 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


SEVERAL ENTREPRENEURS IMPLICATED IN ESPIONAGE CASE 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 30 Aug 83 p D-20 


[Text] The investigations conducted by the PTJ [Judicial Technical Police], 
commissioned by the 15th penal judge, found that the group of spies in the 

oil industry, comprised of officials from branches of PDVSA [Venezuelan Petro- 
leum, Inc} and owners of private companies, was headed by Olaf Halvorssen. 


The police source of information also noted that other major figures in this 
scandal are the economist Manfred George Krugger Kaempe, his associate and 
friend Atilio Brillembourg, Ricardo Sanchez and the late William Joseph 
Glendening. 


Halvorssen, a leading stockholder in Halven, is in Stockholm. His company 
has branches in the oil and construction industries,and financing establish- 
ments,and close relations with the banks. 


The police spokesman noted: "It may be said that this group, along with those 
who have been arrested, constituted a kind of organization responsible for 
controlling everything associated with the marketing and price quotations of 
oil and its by-products in the country, and for contacts with foreign companies, 
which benefited from the activities of their associates in Venezuela.” 


Manfred George Krugger Kaempe, a Venezuelan economist 33 years of age, and an 
oil expert, had a close relationship with officials in PDVSA's branches. 
particularly with those who ran the marketing area. 


He was educated in the United States. He was on the island of Los Roques when 
he was informed that he was wanted by the PTJ, an agency which went to that 
location by helicopter. Krugger fled to Bonaire, and from there his father 
took him to Ecuador. 


In the latter oil-producing country, he has connections with business firms 
engaged in oil production and is building a factory to process Nido milk. 


It is estimated that his fortune exceeds 300 million bolivares, deposited in 
banks in Switzerland, London, New York Cayman Island and the Bahamas. He also 
has other properties in those locations, and has acquired large amounts of gold 
in Switzerland, as attested to in documents seized by the PTJ. 
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Atilio Brillembourg Rohl, aged 35, a classmate and associate of Krugger's, has 
been identified as an administrator of the latter's vast fortune. The PTJ has 
in its possession messages which Krugger sent to Brillembourg, requesting him 
to deposit about $200,000 in a Miami bank, and an equal sum in a Swiss bank. 
He is an economist, and his activity is linked with oil industry marketing. 

He is in New York, having left the country a few days before the PTJ raid, in 
which some 21 persons were arrested. 


Ricardo Sanchez, an associate of Rafael Hernan Rojas Leal, who is abroad, is 
an oil trader. 


Another person who was a member of this group was William Joseph Glendening, 
who died of malaria, which he caught at Club Mediterranee. 


Is was learned that Rafael Hernan Rojas Leal is an experienced agent in oil 
espionage. . 


He taped all the conversations that he held with officials of the PDVSA branch 
firms relating to information that he was purchasing. The judge has the tapes. 
The police source noted that, on several occasions, he made mention of the 
tapes in order to pressure the officials and force them to continue giving 
information. 


The essence of the charge is based on the supply of information to oil compa- 
nies abroad, so that they could compete advantageously with similar companies. 
When the negotiations took place, they collected for the information provided. 


The 15th penal judge, Orfelina Bastardo, considered three basic points in making 
her decision. 


First, marketing of oil at lower prices on the international market to the 
detriment of the Venezuelan oil industry, which failed to earn greater profits. 
During the sale of oil there are always price margins, but since the negotiat- 
ing firms had in their possession the information on the extent to which they 
could succeed in reducing this supply, they always attained their goal. 


The judge has studied the quantitatively significant traffic in commissions 
received by employees of the PDVSA branches. 


Another serious act is the removal and improper use of confidential and secret 
information for purposes of establishing prices and specifications in multi- 
national negotiations which are damaging to the industry and benefit the 

group of purchasers, intermediaries and suppliers of information. 


It was learned that, during the time that those being held remained with the 
PTJ, some made serious charges and accusations. Others suffered a nervous 
crisis, bursting into tears and wanting to state everything they knew about 
the case being investigated. 


Interpol is watching the movements of those who escaped abroad. 
2909 
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COUNTRY SLCTION 


GOVERIGIENT APPROVES FREE TRADE ZOND IN NEW PROVIDENCE 


Nassau THL TRIBUNE in English 16 Aug 83 p 1 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] 


GOVERNMENT has 
approved the establishment of 
an Industrial Free Trade Zone 
in New Providence as part of 
its announced plan for ‘bold 
and progressive social and 
economic development.”’ 

The project, which has been 
in the planning stage by Gov 
ernment for over a year, will be 
funded, developed and operated 
by Ramcorp Industries under a 
unique Management contract, a 
Statement released today by 
Leslie Miller, president of the 
Bahamas Light Industries 
Council, said. 

The plan for a Free Trade 
Zone was one of eight areas of 
social and economic reform 
outlined by the Governor- 
General in the Speech from the 
Throne at the opening of 
Parliament August 10 when it 
was stated that the number one 
priority of a five-year pro- 
gramme was the creation of new 
jobs by permanent and pro- 
ductive expansion through 
‘bold, progressive and in- 
novative policies which are 
relevant to the times’’. 

It was also stated that Gov- 
ernment would take the lead to 
promote and encourage new 
industrial ventures. A’ major 
part of this effort is the 
establishment of Free Trade 
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Zones in New Providence and 
other selected islands. 

The first Free Zone now 
being implemented will begin on 
a 100-acre site on Gladstone 
Road, with easy access to air 
transport and deep-water port 
facilities. 

Because of the attractive 
financial incentives that will be 
offered, the Zone is expected to 
be a magnet for businesses from 
around the world and the 
source of hundreds of new 
employment opportunities, the 
statement said. 

‘‘We expect that this first 
Free Trade Zone will be fully 
developed by mid-1985,’’ said 
Jan M Nytzen, executive vice- 
president and chief operating 
officer of Ramcorp, which has 
offices in Nassau and Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 


‘‘At that time, Ramcorp 
would be employing at least 200 
Bahamians and up to 1,000 
additional jobs would be 
created through other Zone- 
based companies.”’ 

Ramcorp Industries, with 
Operations in major interna- 
tional markets, has a manage- 
ment team and staff with broad 
experience in commercial and 
marketing activities worldwide, 
the statement said. 

Ramcorp has formed a new 
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BAHAMAS 


subsidiary, Bahamas Free Trade 
Management Ltd, which will 
operate the project. William A 
N Craven, a former superin- 
tendent in Scotland Yard, has 
been appointed director of 
operations. 


Mr Nytzen said arrangements 
are being made to train 
Bahamians for jobs in various 
industries that would be repre- 
sented in the Zone, to expand 
the Bahamian private business 
sector and to promote youth 
employment. 

He said he expects the Free 
Trade Zone will eventually 
encompass hundreds of compa- 
nies from around the world and 
that among nations that have 
already expressed an interest are 
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, 
France, Isreal, Italy, The 
Philippines and Portugal. 

The following corporate en- 
terprises have made commit- 
ments: Matrac (Bahamas) Ltd, 
manufacturers’ representatives 
in the aerospace and defence 
industries; Philippines Interna- 
tional Trading Company, the 
export service division of the 
Philippine Government, and 
Seatop Lid, sales and services 
involving high technology 
products for commercial 
markets. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


PAHAMAS 


GOVERNMENT FIRING OF TEACHERS UNLON PRESIDENT SPARKS PROTESTS 


Forced ‘Retirement’ 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 5 Aug 83 p 1 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] MILITANT union leader 
Leonard Archer 


has been 


human fights ou ihe part of the 
Coverngen "’ 


“retived’’ on pension from 
the teaching profession by 
Government. 

The outspoken Bahamas 
Union of Teachers president 
received oa letter from. the 
Department of Public Personnel 
yesterday informing him that as 


The union said Mr Archer 
has been accused of ‘improper 
conduct, flagrant defiance and 
insubordination. ’’ 

Archer's ‘‘retirement’’ 
follows accusations by Gov 
ernment members - and com. 
ments by the Prime Minister's 








of July i, he has been ‘retired wife - that he was involved in 
im the public interest” the February student de. 
And, in a tetse statement mMonstrations 


today, the 
condemned 


ferns 


victimisation 


Feachers Union 
the strongest 
latest act of 
and violation of 


court, 


Government's Position 


Nassau THE HERALD in English 12 Aug 23 pp 1, 6 


[Text] 


ALL ALONG, The Ba- 
hamas Union of Teach- 
ers had given the public 
the impression that their 
president, A. Leonard 
Archer, who was also 
principal of K.M. Bailey 
Senior High School was 
being victimized by the 
yovernment and the 
Ministry of Education. 
Now that Mr. Archer 
has finally been retired 


in the best interest of the 
ublic, the government 
as had an opportunit 
to make the trut 
known. 


ALL ALONG, Mr. 
Archer and the BUT had 
Bahamians believing 
that the government’s 
Genera] Orders, which 
govern discipline and 
other matters for public 
servants, were a relic of 
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Sources close to the dismissed 
principal of R M Bailey Senior 
High School said today that Mr 
Archer will take the matter to 


our colonial past,used 
only to victimize em- 
ployees of the govern- 
ment, who spoke out 
against it. We knew al) 
along what the true facts 
were and Mr Archer 
knew as well, but still he 
led the public to believe 
THE Deputy Pri 

y Prime 
Minister ‘he Hon. A.D. 
Hanna. who is also re- 











sponsibie for Public Per- 
sonnel made it clear yes- 
terday that Mr. Archer 
was retired from the 
public service for va- 
rious infractions of the 
general orders which 
came into effect on Sep- 
tember 1, 1968. Although 
Mr Archer had crit- 
‘ved these general or- 
fs it was shocking ‘» 
earn vesterday that the. 
“UT had been invited to 
NaKe "@OTCr ilal.cos on 
ANY aticndments they 
wanted .o make to the 
‘rders in a jetter dated 
May !2. !982 and on nu 
merous other occasions. 
THEY DID NOT. So any 
criticism of the Orders 
from the BUT will have 
to be seen as having 
been calculated to gar- 
ner political mileage. 

THERE can be absolu- 
tely no doubt that Mr. 
Archer was retired in 
the public inter est. 
Every man, woman 
and child in this country 
who has read statements 
made by Mr. Archer will 
know that they were cal- 
culated to ridicule and 
embarrass the govern. 
ment and the Ministry of 
Education. 


THERE CAN BE NO 
DOUBT that the govern- 
ment moved much too 
slowly in protecting the 
best interest of the pub- 
lic by retiring Mr. Arch- 
er. All sane, sober and 
upright citizens of this 
country will admit that 
Mr. Archer had indeed 
been given a long run. 


HOW ELSE CAN ONE 
EXPLAIN the fact that 
upon a specific request 
from the Ministry of Ed- 


ucation to submit a {ull 
and complete written re- 
port on the presence of 
students from R.M. Bai- 
ley Senior High School 
on Bay Street “on 
school hours on Apr 

16th that Mr. Archer re- 
fused to provide the in- 
formation. It was only 
after he was advised of 
his possible breach of 
general orders that he 
submitted some infor- 
mation. In fact, in open 
and contemptuous defi- 
ance of the request of 
his employer, Mr. Arch- 
er brazenly noted: ‘As 
of now I have taken no 
Steps to get the names of 
students as I am not 
sure what purpose this 
information would 
serve.” 


IN FACT, Mr. Archer 
has admitted that he 
told students that, ‘'...I 
told them that I could 
not give them permis- 
sion to do so, (to petition 
Parliament on unem- 
gem among youth) 

ut that if they went I 
would take no action 
against them.”’ 


YESTERDAY, Mr. CA. 
Smith, FNM MP for Marco 
City, t to give the im- 
pression that Mr. Archer had 
intended to and in fact did dis- 
cipline the students for their 
actions. Mr. Smith has conve- 
niently forgotten that Mr. 
Archer said unequivocally that 
he would not have taken any 
disciplinary actions against the 
students. It is only after Mr. 
Archer was pressed for an ex- 
planation as to what sort of ac- 
tion that he intended to take 
that he revealed that he had 
‘‘reprimanded.”’ It is clear that 
had not Mr. Archer been 
pressed he would have allowed 
students to violate the rules of 


his school. 


THERE seems to have been 
a determined effort that chil 
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dren from KM. Bailey de 
scend upon Bay Street and 
Parliament during school 
hours. Had their interest in pe 
titioning Parliament on unem- 
ployment among youth been 
genuine then they could have 
done so after scnooi hours as 
Parliament sits four hours al 
ter the close of the school day 
unti] 7 p.m 


THE BAHAMIAN PUBLIC 
also discovered yesterday that 
suspensions and indeed — 
sions were nothing new to Mr 
Archer as he had executed 4 
number of them during his ten. 
ure at C.C. Sweeting Senior 
High School. Until yesterday, 
the Bahamian public had been 
given the impression that dis- 
ciplinary actions, particularly 
suspensions and expulsions 
had to be ordered directly b+ 
the Minister responsible for ea 
ucation. We were shocked to 
discover that Mr. Archer haa 
indeed even expelled a student 
from C.C. Sweeting in 1976 
Mr. Archer nor any other prin 
cipal of a government nigh 
scnoo| had or now nave the au 
thority to expel any student 
Yet stil] the expulsion was car- 
ried out and Minister was 
not even notified of the action. 


IT 18 CLEAR that Mr. Arch- 
er intended to disrupt the 
learning ess of Bahamian 
school children Lo them 
for his own se purposes. 
For these and other infractions 
of the terms of his contract it 
was best that he be retired. We 
have heard persisten. rumours 
that Mr. Archer has been 
granted admission into a 
prominent law college in Great 
Britain and will commence his 
studies shortiv. We have also 
heard persistent rumours that 
the radical element of the 
BUT, who were demonstrating 
in Parliament Square yester- 
day are agitating for a general 
teacher's strike when school 
re-opens for the fall term. Tea- 
chers have only to recall how 
they were so callously used 
during the teacher's strike of 
1981 to decide what they should 
do in 1983. Meanwhile all fair, 
honest and upright Bahamian 
citizens who are concerned 
that the rule of law remains 
the supreme rule in this coun- 
try and that their children are 
not used as oa in 
politica) games by per- 
sons, applaud the govern- 
ment’s retiring of Leonard 
Archer. 

















Vindling last 


hassan Tih TRIGUNE in English 11 Aug 23 p J 


|Article by Anthony Forbes} 


[Excespts| 

PRIME Minister Sir Lynden 
Pindling told parliament today 
that it was clear that opposition 
activists played a role among 
the teachers demonstrating out- 
side the House of Assembly 
Wednesday and contributed 
personally to some of the noise 
made by the crowd whose 
turnout he called a ‘‘disap- 
pointment.”’ 

The Prime Minister also 
warned members of Parliament 
not to impugn the integrity of 
the Public Service Commission, 
an executive body established 
under the Constitution, in their 
eagerness and desire to support 
union leader Leonard Archer, 
who was forcibly retired by 
Government on July V1. 

Sir Lyoaden said that # would 
he a great disservice to the 
chairman and members of the 
Public Service Commission if 
House members feel, hold and 
say the PSC is) guilty of 
victimization or 6 nothing more 
than 4 tooi of Government, 

Ihe Prime Minister, who 
spoke after Youth Minister 
Kendal Nottage, also corrected 
the Minister who said that the 
PSC recommended to the 
Governor. General that Mr 
Archer be retired, 

Sur Lynden said that was not 
under the Independence 
Constitution, although it was so 
uvoder the old 1964 Constitu 
tion 

Ihe Prime Minister was 


making his contribution on the 
second day of debate on the 


COMMUNicalion Moved by 
House Leader and Deputy 
Prime Minister Arthur Hanna 
on the retirement with full 
pension of Mr Archer. 

During the Prime Minister's 
address, voices of the crowd 
below in parliament square 
could be heard singing ‘Oh 
Freedom"’ as they demonstrated 
for the second consecutive day 
in support of Mr Archer, 
president of the Bahamas Union 
of Teachers and the secretary 
general of the Trade Union 
Congress. 

Sir Lynden told parliament 
that the ‘‘turnout of teachers 
yesterday was rather a disap 
pointment and that the com 
motion and excitement would 
not have reached that point had 
it not been clear that the 
Opposition activists were play 
ing a role among those out 
sid2”’. 

Among those outside, he 
said, were candidates of the 
opposition who were playing an 
active role in the demonstra 
tions and who contributed 
personally to some of the noise 
yesterday. 

According to the Prime 
Minister, the opposition retuses 
to accept the correctness of the 
decision of the Public Service 
Commission. 

He said House members 
should be careful that they 
don’t give the wrong impression 
outside the House about what 1s 
the proper role and functions of 
an agency of the Government, 

Even if Government intended 
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at Opposltion 


to victumize Mr Archer, once 
the matier went to the PSC, and 
the oppusition claim sictimiza- 
tiOn, it is lantamount to saying 
that the PSC found no merit in 
the complaint by the Depart 
ment of Public Personnel 
against Mr Archer and followed 
the wish of the Government. 

He said that if a ministry has 
a complaint against a staff 
member, i would notify the 
DPP that it would like the 
matter looked into and the DPP 
would check into it to see if a 
prima facie case can be made 
oul. 

Once 4 prima facie Case is 
made by the DPP against the 
staff member, it would notify 
the PSC to look into it acting 
purely and entirely on its own 
before advising the Gover- 
nor-General what he should do 
in the circumstances. 


Sir Lynden said if the PSC 
had not foliowed the right 
procedure, there is a remedy. 

He said the PSC has its own 
regulations while General Or- 
ders governs the conduct of 
public officers and has pro- 
visions that protect the rights 
and privileges of public officers. 

The Prime Minister said that 
Articie 114 of the Constitution 
establishes the Public Service 
Board of Appeal, which 1s 
charged with reviewing dis. 
ciplinary action taken by the 
PSC, 

Another possibility for re- 


medy, he said, is that one can 
always go to the court 














Charye of SNAP-Communism Link 
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[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] 


EDUCATION Minister 
Darrell Rolle claimed yesterday 
that the February demonsira- 
tions by the student pressure 
group SNAP ‘‘was a concept 
conceived by the Communist 
element then infiltrating 
SNAP.” 

Mr Rolle, who was making a 
communication to the House of 
Assembly on the forced re- 
tirement of Teachers Union 
president Leonard Archer trom 
the public service, also claimed 
that Mr Archer's ‘‘objective’’ to 
**disrupt’’ the education system 
was ‘part and parcel of a wider 
Strategy consistent of an 
ideology that he holds.”’ 

Giving reasons why Govern- 
ment ‘retued’’ Mr Archer alter 
29 years in the teaching pro- 
tession, Mr Rolle said the trade 
umonist showed a “‘Hlagrant 
disregard’’ for rules and that 
whenever he attended meetings 
at the Ministry of Education, he 
was iisubordinate to. his 
superiors. He also claimed that 
Mir Archer was spending more 
and more me away trom his 
job at R M Bailey High School 
where he was principal and that 
he seldom had the courtesy to 
inform his colleagues when he 
would be away 

Mr Rolle said that while ut 
could be argued that Mr Archer 
has always been Outspoken on 
problems affecting the educa- 
tron system, he is now “attack: 
iw «othe | ommstitutions of the 
society im pursul of another 
objective. He condemns almost 
all elements of society.’ 

He claumed Mr Archer was 
doing this to “‘turther the aims 
and objectives of the activities 
that were perceived by him and 
others.”’ 

Mr Rolle, whose address was 
often punctuated by snatches of 
song trom teachers de- 
monstrating in support of Mr 
Archer outside, drew attention 
to the February demonstrations 
by students of C C Sweeting 
High School for better facilities. 


“When I observed back in 


February that even though the 
complaints of the students were 
legitimate, | also observed that 
they were in a way being 
manipulated ... by persons who 
had selfish and subverted politi- 
cal motives.” 

Mr Rolle said it was inter- 
esting to note that SNAP was 
formeu around this time, but 
whal was more interesting was 
the tact that the demonstration, 
which began at C C Sweeting 
where Mr Archer was formerly 
principal, moved to R M Bailey 
and the issue moved from 
inadequate facilities to un- 
employment. 

‘But, it didn’t take long for 
some elements of SNAP to 
move from conditions at C C 
Sweeting, to unemployment at 
R M Bailey, to announcing 
(that SNAP would embark on) 
anti-tourist acts at the airport 
and docks,’’ Mr Rolle said. 

“Il believe that it was a 
concept conceived by the Com- 
munist elements then infiltrat- 
ing SNAP at the time and the 
idea was once they bombarded 
the airports and docks’’ they 
would choke off the flow of 
“‘ugly Americans’’ - a term he 
said is used by Communists 
coming into the country. 

Mr Rolle said that during the 
demonstrations ‘ta number ot 
hoown Communist activises’’ 
visited the scene. He narned 
them as Haldane Chase, secre- 
tary general of the Teachers 
Union, Philip Miller, a former 
lecturer at the College of the 

Bahamas, and Carlton 
Robinson, a columnist on the 
Vanguard Nationalist and 
Sociatlist. Party’s newspaper. 
Mr Rolle said that Rodney 
Moncur ‘‘of the Black Village 
Movement’’ was present at the 
demonstrations. ‘Il don't know 
how to classify him,’’ Mr Rolle 
said 

He said that following the 
demonstrations there emerged a 
remarkable sequence of events 
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“trom the statements by the 
Bahamas Union of [cachers on 
one hand to the writings in the 
Vanguard newspaper on the 
otherhand.”’ 

Then there appeared two 
full-page advertisements in the 
newspapers advertising 4 Stu- 
dent rally called by the BUT, 
Mr Rolle continued. (No adver- 
tisement appeared in The 
Tribune to advertise this rally. 
A half page advertisement ap- 
peared in The Guardian on tie 
morning of April 20). 

He said he was not attribut- 
ing all the statements made by 
the BUT to the ‘rank and file’ 
of the the union ‘*hecause I do 
not believe that is so. 

Mr Rolle also claimed that 
student charges of police brutal- 
ity during the demonstrations 
were not true and that they were 
merely made to show up the 
police as “the facists.”’ He 
claimed that by criticising the 
churches for maintaining 4a 
‘deafening silence’ on the 
issue, Mr Archer was ‘‘attach- 
ing the institutions of society 
because they didn't agree with 
him and because he felt the 
churches were in the Govern- 
ment's ‘‘back pocket.” 

‘The truth has a way of 
penetrating even the greatest 
amount of darkness and so 
there were elements in SNAP 
saying we have nothing to do 
(with the other aspects), Mr 
Rolle said. 

Referring to a Tribune article 
May 10, Mr Rolle said 
**guestions were being asked in 
the press a5 to who was 
directing who.”’ 

He said another article in The 
Tribune said Mr Archer de- 
scribed himself as being an 
admirer of socialism 

(The article, which appeared 
on May 14, quoted Mr Archer 
as saying that he had “a 
tremendous amount of sympa- 
thy for the socialist way of 
thinking" Mr Archer told the 
reporter who intersicwed him 














that this did not necessarily 
mean tic wa. 4 soxualist and he 
Jenicd rumours that the union 
supported Vanguard as ‘a 
bunch of hes.’’ He felt that 
both the capitalist and socialist 
systems had something to 
iter). 

Mr Kolle said the whole thing 
culminated when the BUT in- 


vited Michael Manley to address 
the opening of the Teachers 
( onference in July 

“At the beginning of the day, 
everybody would have thought 
that it was SNAP supporting 
the FNM and opposing the PLP 
and at the end of the day it was 
SNAP against the PLP and the 
FNM,” he claimed. 


Rebuff to Free-Speech Charges 
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[Text ] 


IT was the Member of Parliament 
for Bamboo Town, Mr. Leander Min- 
nis who noted that some school teach- 
ers in this country no longer com- 
mand the respect of the general 
public. 

MR. MINNIS could not have made 
his remarks at a more appropriate 
time for shortiy afterwards members 
of the BUT members of the Free 
National Movement among them 
was Alvy Penn, shook violen y a ve- 
hicle of ZNS while personnel from 
that body were inside. One shudders 
eee eee 
had the BUT and FNM members 
been successful. 

YET those persons would have us 
believe that re is a disregard for 
human rights and freedom of speech 
in The Bahamas. 

THE actions yesterday of some el- 
ements of the BUT and the FNM have 
now removed all doubt and convinced 
the Bahamian that these charges 
have always been Pi — ones de- 
signed to garner political mileage. 

THE BUT had noe made it clear 
that they would wish to see an end to 
law order as we know it in this 
country. Te 

THEY talked about victimization, 
and the curtailing of their right to 


free speech and the infringement on 


their rights as Bahamians. 

LET, they assembled illegally in 
Parliament Square yesterday. y 
engaged in pushing against the police 
who were only trying to carry out 
their duties, but still they say there is 

ression in this country. 

F the Government were a repres- 
sive one, would those persons illegally 
assembled in Parliament Square have 
been able to hurl obscenities and 
abuse at the prime Minister? 

IF the Government were repressive 
would one of those illegally demon- 
-sedemens Horse permitted to push the 
Prime Minister and subsequently hur] 
their fists atop his car. 

THE Bahamian people saw for 
themselves Ng J behaviour 
of some of those persons who would 
teach our children. It is now clear 
that the less sober minds in the BUT 
would bring this country to anarchy, 
if given the chance. 

PERHAPS, Comrades Archer and 
Haldane Chase could ask their broth- 
er in the struggle for a Socialist Gov- 
ernment in The Bahamas, Comrade 
John McCartney to tell the Bahami- 
ans, if they won’:, what happens to 
demonstrations of any kind in those 
countries like Cuba, whose system of 
government, they say, is better for 
The Bahamas. 

















General Attack on Unions 
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[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] 

hNM DEPUTY Leader Or- 
ville Turnquest charged in the 
House of Assembly Thursday 
that the entire labour union 
system in the country was under 
attack following the govern- 
ment’s firing of outspoken 
union leader Leonard Archer 
from the public service. 

Mr Turnquest (FNM- 
Montagu) further accused gov- 
ernment of taking ‘compulsory 
steps’’ to get rid of Mr Archer 


as Principal of R M_ Bailey 
Senior High School, whose 
students staged a demonstration 
to Bay Street to deliver a 
— (0 parliament on April 

He also claimed that Mr 
Archer was fired from the 


public service on July 3) 
because Government regarded 
him as a danger, a criminal, a 
bad apple, and a bad role model 
who had perpetrated a crime 
against society. 

Mr Turnquest said he drew 
the inference from remarks 
made by Prime Minister Sir 
Lynden Pindling that he had to 
do something about the other 
public service unions. 

Mr Turnquest named those 
unions as the Bahamas Public 
Services Union, the Bahamas 
Communications and Public 
Officers Union, the Bahamas 
Electrical Workers Union and 
the Bahamas Professional Pilots 
Union. 

‘*We know what they did to 
the president of the Bahamas 


Support for Archer 


Union of Teachers,’ said Mr 
Turnquest. ‘I see that the entire 
labour union system in this 
country 1s under attack.”’ 

He said that it is all right for 
union leaders to speak out if 
they are on the right side but if 
they are on the wrong side and 
dare to speak out and be critical 
of government, the axe will fall 
on them. 

‘That is why the Opposition 
is concerned,’’ said Mr Turn- 
quest as he debated a motion 
for an adjournment which made 
possible debate on a com- 
munication on the early re- 
tirement of Mr Archer, presi- 
dent of the BUT and secretary 
general of the Trade Union 
Congress. 


[Uditorial Report] Following the initial report on the firing of PUT leader 
Leonard Archer, the Nassau daily THE TRIBUNE carried numerous reports on re- 


action from various quarters. 


On page 1 on 9 August, the paper reports that 


“TRADE union and political leaders last night threw their full support benind 
‘fired’ Bahamas Union of Teachers president Leonard Archer with Trade Union 
Conzress chief Arlington Miller declaring that union leaders must be prepared 


to go to jail.” 


tiiller, says the paper, "was one of several union and political leaders speak- 
ing at last night's rally called in support of Mr Archer, who was dismissed 
from the public service as Principal of PR M Bailey Senior High School on 


July 31. 


“Also addressiny, the rally, attended by over 490 persons, were: TUC Vice 
President and President of the bahamas Comrmnications and Public Officers 
Union, Charles Pethel: President of the Pahamas Professional Pilots Union, 
Godfrey Symonette and President of the Construction and Civil Enzineering 


Union, !! tt Minnis. 


‘Others speakine were former Cabinet Minister, Carlton Francis, fired as BUT 
president 29 years ago by the UBP Government; Yamacraw MP lire Janet Bostwick; 
Workers Party Chairman Rodney Moncur and Vanguard Youth Leader Calrton 


Robinson.’ 
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On 17 August, page L, the paper reports that "a near riot broke out on Say 
Street’ when police ‘swooped down on about 70 people” demonstrating in front 
of Parliament in support of Mr Archer. The report says 20 to 30 of the demon- 
strators were taken away by the police, and elsewhere on page 1 it reports 
that 13 were formally arrested. 


fn its issue of 19 August, on page 1, Tlil TRIBUNE notes criticism of Prime 
Minister Pindling and his deputy by the Trade Union Congress for trving to 
shift responsibility for the firing of Mr Archer on to the Public Service 
Commission and, in a separate story, reports the arrival in Nassau of an of- 
ficer, Robert Harris, of the World Confederation of Professional Teachers to 
‘vive whatever support he can" to Mr Archer. 


Adcitional union support for the BUT president anc criticism of the govern- 
ment's action is reported by the paper on 25 August, page 1. TUC Vice Presi- 
dent Charles Bethel, head of the Bahamas Communications and Public Officers 
Union, speaking at a rally of teachers, called the government's warning, to 
civil servants "an outright act of intimidation...." (see related article 
below). At another rally of teachers, notes the paper, Mr Archer charved 
that his firing was an attempt by the government "to strike a ‘death blow’ at 
the LUT." "The nation and the union are at the crossroads," he reportedly 
told the rally. 


llanna Warniny to Civil Servants 
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{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 
ionist Leonard Archer. corporations of the provisions 
But at a rally last night, the of General Orders and their 
DEPUTY Prime Minister Ar- union leaders postponed the conditions of service, as the 
thur Hanna warned civil ser- August 29 meeting to Sep- case may be, and draw their 
vants yesterday that disciplinary ternber 2 and reacted defiantly attention to the fact that dis- 
action may be taken against’ to the warning by the Deputy ciplinary action may be taken 
them if they violate their condi- — psjme Minister, calling it an act against those who violate their 


tions of service by disrupting — of intimidation. conditions of service,”’ said the 
the normal operation of the ‘It has come to the attention Deputy Prime Minister. 
public service. of Government that over the The statement continued: 


_Mr Hanna, also Minister Of next few weeks some civil ‘‘There are existing lawful pro- 
Finance, said Government has 4 ceryants in the Public service cedures which these public 
clear duty to prevent any intend to disrupt the normal officers could pursue in re 
unnecessary hardships being in operations of the public service dressing any legitimate griev- 
flicted upon the Bahamian peo- by refusing to carry out their ances which may arisde in the 
ple by anyone, including civil ysual duties through the course of their employment 
servants and employees of withdrawal of their services for “tt sholuld bre appreciated 
public corporations. various lengths and periods of that any Government has a 
The announcement by Mr time contrary to General Orders clear duty to seek to. prevent 
Hanna in a press statement ang their terms and conditions any unnecessary hardship from 
issued by Bahamas Information of service,”’ the Deputy Prime being inflicted upon the 


Services, came after trade union = Minister said. Bahamian people by anyone 
leaders warned last week of a The Government wishes to including civil) servants and 
great day’’ on August 29 in remind public officers in the employees of public corpora 


their battle in support of un civil service and the public tions.”’ 

















(Editor's Note] The PLP weekly organ THE ERALD on 26 August, page 1, reports 
the text of Mr Hanna's statement, as follows, under the headline "Gov't 
‘Moves to Protect Bahamians’’: 


THE Honourable Arthur D. of General Orders and their 
Hanna, Deputy Prime Mimister conditions of service, as the 
and Minister of Finance issued case may be, and draw their 
the following statement teday attention to the fact that disci 


tion of the Government that service. There 
over the next few weeks some are lawful 
civil servants in the Public which these public officers 
Service intend to disrupt the could pursue in 
normal operations of the Pub- legitimate grievances whic 
pod nga Boy wn Fem | may arise in the course of 
out their usual duties their employment. 

the withdrawal of their serv- 


IT should be appreciated 
a 


ices for various lengths and pe- that any Governmest has 
riods of time contrary to Gen- clear duty to seek to prevent 
eral Orders and their terms any unnecessary bardship 
and conditions of service. from being upon the 

THE Government wishes to Bahamian people by anyone 
remind public officers in the including civil servants and 
civil service and the public 


employees of public corpora- 
tions. 


FMA Criticism 
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(Article by Marcia Betheil] 


{Text} 


THE FREE National Mov- 
ement called yesterday the 
‘‘most memorable’’ day in the 
life of the Bahamas Parliament, 
saying that the PLP government 
has further revealed its ‘‘ugly 
face’’ to the Bahamian public 
through ‘‘brutal’’ police action 
taken against young supporters 
- fired principal Leonard Ar- 
cher. 


in a statement issued this 
morning the Free National 
Movement said it takes a dim 
view of the fact that the 13 
young persons arrested by 
police officers yesterday were 
detained in a jail cell for almost 
a day without bail being consid- 
ered. 


“Yesterday was perhaps the 
most memorable day in the life 
of the Bahamian Parliament 
when the PLP further revealed 
its ugly face to the Bahamian 
public. Some of those persons 
demonstrating yesterday were 
viciously attacked by some of 
the policemen, not all,’’ the 
FNM said. The FNM further 
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claimed that ‘‘one or two 
policemen had to be restrained 
by fellow officers from attack- 
ing those young people.”’ 

‘The FNM have taken a dim 
view of the fact that they kept 
all the young people in a jail cell 
for nearly one day. It was legal, 
they have the power to do it, 
but is was not necessary,’ said 
FNM spokesman and member 
for Blue Hills, Arthur Foulkes. 


Mr Foulkes’ daughter, Lisa, 21, 
was one of 13 persons arrested 
yesterday. 

‘They were arrested, pro- 
cessed and fingerprinted. They 
were told that bail would not be 
considered until the House of 
Assembly was adjourned,’’ Mr 
Foukes said shortly after the 
House adjourned at 9 this 
morning after an all-night sit- 
ting. ‘Usually on a Wednesday 
sitting the House would adjourn 
at 7 pm and continue on 
Thursday and if the business 
was not completed we would 
stay a little late on Thursday,’’ 
Mr Foulkes said. 




















However yesterday evening 
the Prime Minister announced 
that the House would continue 
straight through unt! the busi- 
ness was completed. Mr Cecil 
Wallace Whittield, FNM 
(Chairman and member for Pine 
Ridge asked that the Prime 
Minister réconsider this 
decision. He was refused. 


**We don’t understand what 
kind of rationale the police used 


ik airesting these young people. 
Apparently they were just 
grabbed and thrown into the 
bus. My daughter was thrown 
into the bus and it seems that 
police used no restraint in 
handling the matter. She was hit 
after she was thrown inside. We 
hold the police force in high 
regard, the majority of them are 
good people, but there were 
obviously a few bad eggs in <h: 

group,’’ Mr Foulkes said. 


"Threat' From Maynard 
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LABOUR AND Home Af- 
tairs Minister Clement Maynard 
last might threatened that teach- 
ers who “step out of line’’ had 
better step ‘‘right back in line’’ 
or they will be ‘‘out.”’ 

One of five Cabinet Ministers 
to address the PLP’s second 
‘‘law and order’’ rally at 
Christie Park last night, Mr 
Maynard also called sacked R 
M Batley High School principal 
Leonard Archer **a lost cause.”’ 

The rally, the second in tour 
days, was called to give Gov- 
ernment’s position on the 
forced early retirement of Mr 
Archer *‘in the public interest’’. 
Mr Archer is president of the 
Teachers Union and secre- 
tary-genera! of the Trade Union 
Congress (TUC). 

**All those who feel that they 
are supposed to mislead the 
children and to encourage them 
to do what 1s obviously wrong, 
1 say to them tonight that 
you're On notice that as soon as 
you step out of line and it is 
known that you are out of line, 
no more iong thing like before. 
Right back in line or you're 
out,”’” Mr Maynard said. 

‘*‘Now, Mr Archer as far as 
I’m concerned, is a lost cause 
That’s the end of the matter.”’ 

Prime Minister Pindling said 
that *‘mothers must be careful”’ 
and must demand that teachers 
‘live up to their side of the 
bargain.”’ 

Referring to August 29, 
which the TUC said will be 
D-Day for the unions, Sir 
Lynden said he will be watching 
that day (when teachers report 
back to work) and the following 
Monday (when school opens) 
carefully to see the extent ‘‘to 


which this whole matter mieht 
be taken.”’ 

‘It is a little early vet, but in 
the days that lie immediately 
ahead, we would watch, we 
would listen and mothers, 
maybe it would not be a bad 
idea if some of you would think 
about taking Johnny to school 
and taking Mary to school,’” he 
said. 

Youth and Sports Minister 
Kendal Nottage said he wanted 
to warn ‘“‘my teachers and my 
union members to please un- 
derstand there- are certain 
sectors of your leadership that 
is in a game that they don’t 
understand and that it 1s bigger 
than them.”’ . 


He said the people to whom 
he referred were being 
**manoeuvred by other political 
forces that have a different 
objective in this country.”’ 

“| jove my teachers of the 
Bahamas, but some gone bad. 
And, therefore those who've 
gone bad we got to root them 
out so we could keep the other 
good ones that we've got. 
That’s what happened in Mr 
Archer’s case. Mr Archer gone 
bad,’’ Mr Nottage said. 


Education Minister Darrell 
Rolle said that R M Bailey has 
been the tip of the iceburg and 
that for many years Mr Archer 
was ‘completely out of line.”’ 

“And this thing has nothing 
to do with his union affairs. 
Absolutely nothing. Deputy 
Prime Minister Arthur Hanna 
said Government couldn't put 
up with Mr Archer’s ‘‘nonsense 
any longer otherwise it would 
only make the whole Bahamas a 
joke.”’ 
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[Text] [Advertisement ] 


Gentlemen; 


Your action in prematurely retiring Mr A Leonard Archer, 
the President of the Bahamas Union of Teachers and the 
Secretary General of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas 
Trade Union Congress, has become an important national 
issue. The fact that you felt the need to debate the issue in 
Parliament for two days, to have the debates aired on 
national radio, to have a series of Law and Order rallies, is 
evidence of the importance of the issue to you. 

Your Law and Order rallies have raised certain questions 
in the minds of many people. The principal question seems to 
be why is the Government deliberately denying the Teachers 
the use of the radio and television to state their side of the 
case? After all, ZNS reports extensively on your rallies, while 
the Teachers’ and TUC’s rallies are not covered. Why is 
this? Is it that you are afraid for the other side to be heard? 

You see, Gentlemen, Law and Order have twin cousins 
known as Justice and Fair Play. There is a concept in law 
known as Natural Justice. Natural Justice demands that the 
accused be given a hearing, and face his accusers. Was not 
Mr Archer denied Natural Justice when the Public Service 
Commission decided Mr Archer’s fate without giving him a 
hearing, and the opportunity to face his accusers from the 
Ministry of Education? Can you say to your people that Mr 
Archer and the teachers are receiving Natural Justice? 


If you are really concerned about Law and Order, Justice 
and Fair Play then you will see to it that the Teachers and 
Mr Archer have the opportunity to be heard. If you have no 
concern for Justice and Fair Play, then you will continue as 
you are doing and the Bahamian people will surely come to 
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the conclusion that you are not interested in Law and Order, 
but in demagoguery and the maintenance of your regime at 
all costs. 

Gentlemen, you once had a slogan which said, The World is 
Watching. We assure you that not only is the World 
watching, but the Bahamian people are watching also. 

We appeal to you in the interest of Justice and Fair Play, 
to allow us to give the other side of the issue. Your response 
to this appeal will tell the Bahamian people whether you are 
a Government of honour or a Government of little men, who 
are afraid of the truth. 

We await your response. 


The Bahamas Union of Teachers. 


August 23, 1983. 


PLY Pesponse 
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saeaaied UNION LEADERS who joined the Bahamas 
Union of Teachers to have Mr. A. Leonard Archer 
re-instated as Principal of R.M. Bailey Senior High 
school are now shell-shocked over the fact that the 
PLP has moved into gear mobilising its broad na- 
tional support in presenting the truth to the Bahami- 
an people. 


THREE WEEKS AGO, the 
BUT began its illegal assembly 
and demonstrations on Bay 
Street. They carried the first 
day, for the PLP was deter- 
mined to deal a blow to their 
charges of violation of hurman 
rights and curtailing of free 
speech by allowing them to do 
as they wanted. 

THAT having been accom- 


plished the BUT members and 
the FNM agitators among 
them tried it again last 
Wednesday but found that, un- 
like the week before, it turned 
out to be a bad day for their 
plans 

THEN LAST THURSDAY, 
after having recessed from the 
House of Assembly until Octo- 
ber, the PLP took to the 
streets, where its effectiveness 
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is legendary and suddenly 
union | are yy 
that instead of having the P 

as a door mat to wala on, they 
a into a door in- 


IT IS NOW CLEAR that the 
BUT, some TUC members and 
the FNM never expected the 
PLP to turn to the Bahamian 


poem. Poor Mr. ae 
ilier, in a voice that 
more and more of its convic- 
tion with each passing day, 
told a BUT meeting last 


to get off the time. 
MR. GODFREY 8 
NETTE, staunch UBP, is but 
shadow of the that 
made him up just three short 
weeks ago. night Mr. Sy- 
monette was obviously terri- 
fied out of his wits as he told 
his audience that he had re- 
ceived threatening telephone 
calls. PLP MPs and Cabinet 


hooked and doesn’t know 
Y 


condone it but that’s politics so 
if Mr. Symonette can’t stand 


the kitchen. 
MR. CHARLES BETHEL of 
unications 


the Bahamas Comm 

and Public Officer’s Union 
seems to be somewhat leery 
Mr. Archer. He seems 
pared to stand, as a unionist, 
in Bg ening with Mr. Archer 
with more support from 
own union other than his same 
usual 35 to 50 hardcore sup- 
porters in the BUT. 


9a 


E 


THE FREE NATIONAL 
MOVEMENT has now been 
placed in a position where they 
have lost considerable face 
and support. They i 


agita 
among the BUT demonstra- 
tors. Alvy Penn, the former 
FNM candidate for 
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among UT trying to 
voke prelene 
the situation? 

THIS puts the BUT in a diffi- 














COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


PCML DECLARATION APPROVED AT COCHABAMBA CONFERENCE 
La Paz EL DIARIO in Spanish 19 Aug 83 p 15 


[Text] The Marxist-Leninist Communist Party (PCML) held its Special 
National Conference in the city of Cochabamba from 29 to 31 July of 
this year; it was attended by the 14 Special Regional Committees and 
all of the members of the Central Committee. The conference reaffirmed 
the determination to defend the party's political, ideological and 
organizational unity against the attempts by the government and inter- 
national revisionism to divide it. 


The unity of the party, which was founded by Federico Escobar Zapata, 

a hero of the Bolivian working class, will be preserved because it 

will guarantee the further development of the historic struggle of 

the working class and the Bolivian people for national liberation 

and socialism. The conference unanimously passed the following declaration. 


Political Declaration Approved by the Special National Congress 


The failure and treason of the UDP [Democratic and Popular Unity] 
and the offensive of the rightwing forces dictate the need to unify 
the democratic and grassroots forces to defend the process, defeat 
the UDP's policies, head off the Right and carry forward the program 
or the masses. 


1. The 17 July coup interrupted a genuinely democratic process and 
imposed a fascist dictatorship with direct links to drug trafficking 
on the country. 





In one of the longest and most heroic struggles of the working class 

and the people, led by the main organizations of the Bolivian proletariat 
and peasantry, the Bolivian Labor Federation (COB), the Trade Union 
Federation of Bolivian Mineworkers (FSTMB), the Independent Confederation 
of Bolivian Peasants, headed by activists from our party, put an end 

to the 7-year old Banzer dictatorship and installed a democratic process 
through the establishment of the interim constitutional governments 

of Walter Guevara and Lidia Gueiler. 


In spite of their interim nature and organizational weakness, these 
constitutional governments, especially Mrs Lidia Gueiler‘s, in which 
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our party participated, served the interests of the nation and the 

people by defending the democratic process through a policy of national 
unity, full political and union rights and freedoms and a search for 
solutions to the grave economic situation inherited from the dictatorships, 
while attempting to avoid placing the entire burden of the crisis 

on the vacks of the people. 


During this same period, the UDP refused to take part in the democratic 
government and pursued an opportunistic policy of systematic opposition 
in which its desire for votes took precedence over the historic task 

of preserving democracy. 


Seeking votes, the UDP and the anarcho-Muscovite union leaders aimed 
all of their attacks at the government, the Alliance in particular, 
In practice this weakened the grassroots forces, which must be strong 
to preserve any democratic process. The coup advocates on the Right 
took advantage of this situation to carry forward their conspiracy. 


The coup on 17 July 1980, prepared and carried out by Garcia Meza, 

his military cabal, private enterprise and the Argentine Army, did 

not have the slightest social support. The entire nation denounced 

and opposed the coup. The opposition and denunciation were not expressed 
through armed action, except for some groups of miners, because of 

a lack of leadership and organization. The responsibility for this 
belongs to the UDP and the COB, which had a working control of the 
grassroots organizations and publicly pledged to support the election 
outcome, 


The dictatorship of Garcia Meza and his heirs was characterized by 

a violent repression of the people and their organizations and by 
direct ties to drug trafficking. The country was forcibly subjected 
to the worst dictatorship in its history, and the Bolivian people 
are suffering its dire consequences. 


2. Garcia Meza was defeated and democracy brought back through the 
courage and joint action of the entire Bolivian people. 


The dictatorship's bid to crush the Bolivian people's desire for democr: 
and liberation through organized violence and terror was foiled by 

the people and their grassroots organizations, which were able to 

find, through unity and organization, the proper way to do away with 
the dictatorship. No party, front or leader can claim credit for 

the people's victory, which genuinely belongs to the people alone. 


No oppressive regime can or ever will be able to stand up to an entire 
people's unity and determination to fight. This is the supreme lesson 
that we can learn from the struggle against and defeat of Garcia Meza. 
While the people, relying on their own efforts, resisted and confronted 
the dictatorship, the UDP established an international infrastructure 
to channel funds and, above all, to take over the people's struggle. 
Thus, on the basis of huge funding and an imported halo, the UDP 
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monopolized opposition to the dictatorship, hoping to gain a political 
advantage in its eagerness to take office in a framework of sectarianism 
and opportunismthat had nothing to do with the intersts of the masses, 
who were struggling to replace a dictatorship with democracy a6 an 
expression of the people's aspirations for freedom, To this end, 

the UDP tried to prolong the dictatorship by calling for a new election 
that would enable it to take complete control of the country. 


The people realized that it could not fall for the UDP's election 

ploy, which was supported by Garcia Meza's heirs. The people were 
demanding an immediate solution that fulfilled their desire to do 

away with the dictatorship and made possible a return to democracy. 

From an objective, practical standpoint, the only solution was to 
convoke the National Congress that was elected democratically in 1980, 
In spite of the threats and maneuvering of the UDP and its main leader, 
Dr Siles Zuazo, the people accepted the convocation of the 1980 Congress 
as the ultimate solution, 


5. The Congress elected in 1980 respected the people's struggle for 
a return to democracy, the end of the dictatorship and the election 
of the UDP, which took office amid domestic and international hope 
and consensus, 


Adhering strictly to the political objectives outlined on 10 October 1982, 
the Congress of the Republic put an end to the dictatorship and 
reestablished a constitutional rule of law through the workings of ~, 

the Legislative Branch and the election of a constitutional government. 


The people's demand for an immediate solution was thus fulfilled when 
the ticket that received the most votes, Silez-Paz Zamora, took office. 


The Siles-Paz Zamora ticket was elected by congressional consensus, 
which refuted the UDP's false charges that "the convocation of the 
1980 congress was 1 ploy by the Right to sabotage the will of the 
people." The UDP did not command a congressional majority but it 

was elected with the votes of all democratic sectors, This shows 

that the democratic forces that did not share the UDP's positions 
subordinated their particular interests to the interests of the people, 
who were demanding an immediate, workable solution in keeping with 
their wishes, 

The UDP took office on 10 October amid wideranging popular consensus 
and expectation, as has happened few times in our history, inasmuch 
as the change meant not only the end of the dictatorship but the start 
of a new era and a struggle for democracy and national liberation. 

The people's hope was that the UDP would carry out its much-touted 
electoral platform, 


In spite of the widespread euphoria, when it came time to vote for 

the Siles Zuazo-Paz Zamora ticket, our party and the Revolutionary 

Front of the LEFT [FRI] cautioned that in view of the nature and actions 
of the parties that made up the UDP and of its leader, Dr Siles Zuazo, 
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the people should not trust that the UDP would carry out its program, 
and we stated that the people had to remain vigilant and preserve 
their independence to struggle for their own just grievances. 


4, From the outset the UDP and Dr Siles failed to carry out their 
progran and betrayed the people's trust by pursuing policies that 
hurt the people, 


From its very first actions the UDP dashed the expectations that the 
people had regarding the government headed by Dr Siles Zuazo. In point 
of fact, the November economic package, despite repeated denials, 

bore the mark of the International Monetary Fund and was in keeping 

with UDP policy. It was pursuing a monetarist policy, without bothering 
to note that our economic crisis is structural, and unleashed a series 
of measures that, far from benefiting the people, furthered outside 
interests represented by domestic private enterprise. 


It was the political crisis in January that objectively showed what 
the UDP really was. The advantage of this crisis was that it exposed 
the serious differences of opinion within the UDP, the close-knit 
relations between its constituent parties and outside ideological 
power centers and its actions on behalf of the interests of these 
centers, The January political crisis revealed the frenzied struggle 
that was going on within the UDP to seize control of the government 
bureaucracy. Moreover, the basic cause of this crisis was the inter- 
ference of the superpowers in our country's domestic affairs. The 
UDP'’s foreign policy reflected such manipulations, because far from 
charting an independent course based on the country's fundamental 
needs, it yielded to the short-term pressures of the superpowers. 


Just 6 months into the UDP government the bottom line on its policies 

Was negative for the people. This period served to prove what the 

UDP really was: a political front that was inconsistent in both politics 
and policy and whose economic model and political program went no 

further than demagoguery and rhetoric, This confirmed the judgment 

of the party and the FRI when they asserted that the UDP would show 

its reactionary nature as soon as it took office, thus closing the 

book on its electioneering demagoguery, which was the only real foundat: 7 
of its political program. 


The UDP's economic policy adjustments were in strict keeping with 

IMF dictates and laid it bare from head to toe as a reactionary, anti- 
people's front whose economic and social policies were designed to 
safeguard the interests of transnational capital and its domestic 
backers, In spite of the efforts to justify it, the government's 
gradualist economic policy is leading the country towards a severe 
crisis from which it will be very difficult to emerge. 


Within this context, it has launched its much-publicized joint management 


of the bureaucracy and the government. What this boils down to is 
a renunciation of the class struggle by getting the proletariat to 
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to commit itself to a government that is alien to it and by vitiating 
the class independence of organized labor. 


Through bureaucratic and government joint management the administration 
and the Communist Party in particular are seeking to coopt, demobilize 
and divide the labor movement and thus place it in service to the 
government's unpatriotic, anti-people's policies. In other words, 

they are trying to involve the workers in the crisis so that they 
renounce the class struggle and their own legitimate grievances, 


Ihe joint management advocated by capitalists in various European 
countries i6 not a revolutionary form of participation; it is another 
way to reconcile the classes, Therefore, the workers are currently 
struggling to establish labor control, with a right to a group veto, 
in state-run and joint enterprises a6 an effective means of exerting 
their power and preventing the bureaucracy, which is committed to 

the regime, from leading these enterprises along the road to disaster 
and bankruptcy or from using them for their own sectarian, partisan 
ends, 


5. The UDP government's sectarianism, incompetence, irresponsibility 
and treason are weakening the people's unity and combat capacity, 
creating conditions conducive to a counteroffensive by rightwing forces, 


All of the policies pursued by the UDP government, with or without 

the MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left], unquestionably demonstrate 
that it has betrayed its program and that it i6 clearly and objectively 
incapable of responsibly tackling and solving all of the problems 
tacing the country. No one doubts that these problems are serious 

and stem from the mismanagement of the dictatorships, but it was precisely 
for this reason that the people demanded and brought about a change, 

in the pursuit of a government that could offer a progressive, 

responsible alternative. 


To this competence and irresponsibility we must add the out-and-out 
sectarianism with which the UDP has been governing, 4 sectarianism 
that is clearly designed to impose on the country a dictatorship in 
exclusive service to the parties in power, which are zealously seeking 
to swell their thin ranks through government jobs, as in the old days 
of the oligarchy and the cliques, 


The government is taking a reactionary approach to the country's problems, 
as in the case of the economic measures imposed by the IMF, or simply 
leaves them unresolved, as is the case with so0 many of the troubles 
throughout the country that are giving rise to conflict, Widespread 
hunger and poverty are the logical outcome of price increases and 

severe shortages, which have been compounded by natural disasters 

such as flooding and droughts, whose victims have become another plentiful 
source of business when the government ought to be showing solidarity 

and helping them with the m:)lious of dollars that it has taken in, 
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As if this grave situation were not enough, drug trafficking is running 
wild in the country, as in the days of the dictatorship, the only 
difference being that we used to know who the godfathers and benefactors 
were; now, in contrast, we only hear compromising rumors about the 
highest echelons of the UDP and the government. 


In a situation like the one we are in, such rumors can in no way help 
to consolidate and further the democratic process. On the cortrary, 
they serve only to create an atmosphere of uncertainty and mistrust 
among the masses and the people. 


6. The Right is trying to regroup its forces and take the offensive 
to destroy the democratic process and reestablish a reactionary military 
government. 


Taking advantage of the political and social situation created by 

the failure of the UDP government, the Right is engaged in frenzied 
activity to regroup its forces and put an end to the democratic process 
set in motion by the people. This mobilization encompasses every 

sphere of national life, from open proselytizing to infiltrating political 
parties and fronts and turning to the military, where its best hopes 

lie. 


The Right's political offensive has become more blatant in recent 

days as it has mobilized its well-known figures to cause a swing to 

the right within the parties that have been aligned with democratic forces 
in recent years. In other words, they are trying to regain control 

of political and social forces so that they can use them for their 

own reactionary ends. This is the case with the Nationalist Revolutionary 
Movement [MNR], in which the reactionary, coup-supporting factions 

that were ejected after the November 1979 caper are now returning 

for the clear-cut purpose of altering the stands and activities of 

the MNR. Bedregal, Sandoval, Moron and others are involved in this. 

The Right knows that it cannot make up for lost ground unless it has 

the backing of parties with a social base. Therefore, it is now erasing 
the acronyms of its own parties and seeking to entrench itself in 

parties with the social base it needs to achieve its ends. 


No one can deny that the presence of the intermediate forces in the 
democratic camp, such as during the process that ended with the defeat 
of Banzer and during the resistance to and defeat of Garcia Meza, 

has strengthened the people's front and kept the political and social 
latitude of the Right and the reactionaries to a minimum. 


The restoration of the 1980 Congress and the very fact that the UDP 

took office on the basis of a relative majority of votes also clearly 
demonstrate the legitimate need to strengthen the people's camp with 
parties and forces that can align themselves with the people, to develop 
and implement democratic answers in each specific situation. 
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This, in practice, was the general goal that our party was pursuing 
in establishing an election alliance with the MNR, apart from the 
developments that have to do with the party's tactics and strateyy. 
We think that our approach was correct, because we can now see how 
to regain lost ground the Right has launched its offensive to win 
over to its camp the political forces that have been in the people's 
camp until today. 


The swing to the right can be clearly seen in parties that call them- 
selves leftist, such as the Socialist Party, which has tagged along 
with the UDP government and backed down in the struggle to defend 

the political and social grievances of the masses. 


This stand identifies the Socialist Party as a supporter of the government 
and makes it jointly responsible for the UDP's rightwing policies. 

The same is the case with the MIR. When it was part of the government, 

it was one of the authors of the economic measures that hurt the people, 
and it is now taking a conciliatory, servile approach, guided by its 
opportunistic eagerness to return to government and continue taking 
advantage of its bureaucracy, which is the only real objective of 

its political activities. 


The move to the right is also evident within the government and the 
parties in the UDP. Not content with the rightwing policies that 

the government has been pursuing, the reactionary forces are seeking 

to accentuate the trend and eliminate any possibility of change. To 

this end, they are utilizing the traditional rightist personnel of 

the MNRI [Nationalist Revolutionary Movement of the Left], the revisionist 
bureaucracy of the pro-Soviet Communist Party and the gang of opportunists 
ensconced in government. As a result of this move to the right, Siles 
Zuazo and his colleagues in government are preparing for an organizational 
and political renovation to attack the people by means of a new economic 
package that is entirely the work of the International Monetary Fund. 

This new package will surely be accompanied by a crackdown on the 

people and their organizations, and we can already glimpse the first 

signs of this. 


The move to the right can also be seen in organized labor, because 

the union bureaucracy is working hard to halt the masses’ struggle 

for their grievances and against the hunger and poverty caused by 

the UDP regime's policies. As far as the union bureaucrats are concerned, 
it iS more important to share the perquisites of power with the UDP 

by controlling state-run enterprises than to defend the working class. 

The attempt to involve the workers in the regime's policies through 

joint government and company union comanagement is another specific 
indication of the swing to the right in the labor movement. 


The Right has various approaches. It visits the barracks to fawn 
over the Armed Forces and create new military “leaders." It makes 
noises from the opposition and points to the tailure of the UDP as 
a failure of democracy and the country's left wing. It infiltrates 
political parties to bring them over to the reactionary camp and it 
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strengthens the rightist faction in government so that it will take 
further measures against the people, which the Right will use to create 
the political conditions that it needs, It strives to involve the 
working class in the government's policies, which divides and weakens 
the labor and grassroots movement, All of these and many other tactics 
by the Right have a single goal: to create the political, social and 
military conditions for another coup that will put a halt to the current 
democratic process. 


7. [first line illegible] brings about a sudden general realignment 
of forces and a new balance of power between democrats and reactionaries. 


When the democratic process imposed by the people was set in motion 

with the inauguration of the 1980 Congress and the election of the 
constitutional government, the correlation of forces between the democratic 
camp and the reactionary and fascist camp was completely in democracy's 
favor. 


The Right had been politically defeated and had lost all of its momentum. 
As we might expect, its sole and final bastion was the Armed Forces. 

The correlation was so favorable to the people and especially to 

the working class that had a revolutionary organization and leadership 
existed, a revolutionary victory could have been sought and achieved 

not only in the realm of political struggle but also in the sphere 

of armed struggle, which ultimately decides everything. 


The situation as of October 1982 has changed appreciably. The correlation 
of forces is different today. The treasonous policies of the UDP 

are largely responsible for this. It has divided, discouraged and 

above all politicaly disarmed the democratic and grassroots forces, 

doing exactly the opposite in the reactionary rightwing factions, 

which are, in general, uniting, encouraging each other and taking 

the political initiative. 


The shift in the correlation has necessarily been accompanied by a 
realignment of forces, the signs of which can be seen at every level. 


The general trend in this realignment has been polarization. In a 
situation like the present one, this naturally favors the Right and 
the reactionaries, because they can gradually lure into their camp 
the middle-of-the-road groups that are confused by the adverse impact 
of the economic situation and by their fears of the sectarianism and 
arrogance of the parties in power. 


In light of the present grave situaiton, characterized by the UDP's 
political failure, the weakness and divisiveness of the democratic 
forces and the regrouping and effective tactics of the Right, we must 
pursue a sincere and responsible policy of unity among the democratic 
and grassroots forces to offer the country a democratic alternative 
that can unite the people against the UDP policies, head off the 
coup-supporters on the Right and further the democratic, popular and 
anti-imperialist tenets of the current stage of the Bolivian Revolution. 
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8. The failure and treasonot the UDP and the offensive by the rightwing 
forces impel the democratic and grassroots forces to unite to defend 

the process, defeat the UDP's policies, head off the Right and carry 
forward the program of the masses. 


The overall strategy of our party and, indeed, of all the democratic 
and grassroots forces at the present historic juncture must be to 
defend and intensify the democratic process as an inseparable part 
of the ultimate objective of national liberation and socialism. 


We must therefore ask ourselves how we can defend and intensify the 
democratic process within the current specific situation in which 

we find ourselves. Above all, we must strive to unite and rally the 
democratic and grassroots forces, because this is an effective way 

of regrouping and launching a counteroffensive against the UDP policies 
and the rightwing conspiracy. 


In so doing we must confront situations that impair our unity and 

cause divisions within the democratic and grassroots forces. The 

main divisive factor is, of course, the policies that the UDP government 
is pursuing. In practice, these policies divide the democratic camp 

in two: those who do not accept them because they run counter to the 
national and people's interests and those who strongly support them 

for reasons of partisan or parochial interest. This is what is disrupting 
unity. Therefore, it is important to seek and promote a wideranging 
debate among all grassroots forces, particularly among the workers, 

to make them realize that the UDP's policies are not the policies 

that the people are demanding, much less the policies that the working 
class voted for. It is impossible to persuade the workers and the 
people to support policies that are not consistent with their interests. 
[f the government pursues proper policies consistent with the people's 
program, the people should unite to support those policies. If on 

the contrary, however, the government pursues policies that harm the 
people, then they should unite to denounce and fight those policies 

and to struggle for policies of the masses. 


When the masses and grassroots organizations take a stand in opposition 
to the UDP's policies, they do so to bring about changes that will 
enable them to defend and intensify the process. In contrast, the 
Right's main objective is to destroy the process. Therefore, in seeking 
to join forces to combat the government's reactionary policies, we 

must exclude all of the rightwing forces and factions that are attacking 
the process by citing the failure of UDP policies. 


Our objective is to join forces to defeat the UDP's reactionary, anti- 
people's and unpatriotic policies and to impose different policies, 
democratic, nationalist policies for the people. In our united struggle 
against the UDP's treasonous policies we must also drown out all of 

the reactionary rallying cries of the rightwing opposition, which seeks 
to push UDP policies further to the right. 
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The struggle to defeat the policies of the UDP and to impose the policies 
of the people is inseparable from the struggle against any attempt 

at a rightwing coup, regardless of its origin. Our party is totally 
opposed to the Right's policy of advocating a coup. Therefore, one 

of our principles is to combat any attempt at a coup, regardless of 

the iorm it takes. 


The main threat of a coup stems from the government's politically 
irresponsible incompetence in tackling and solving the country's and 
mainly the masses’ grave problems in a manner in keeping with their 
interests. When the country’s social and economic problems worsen, 
this creates the climate that the Right needs to conspire and pull 
as many people as possible onto its bandwagon. 


Given the enormous task of defending and furthering the democratic 
process, defeating the UDP's treasonous policies, imposing a grassroots 
program for the masses and heading off any moves by the Right, we 

must strive to forge a proper and just unity among all democratic 

and grassroots forces. But we must not forge this unity through the 
efforts of an elitist hierarchy. Our unity must be at the grassroots 
level, so that it is strong and solid enough for the task that we 

have set for ourselves. This means that our work must encompass all 
fronts of the masses, but in particular the miners, factory and 
construction workers, peasant farmers and students. 


La Paz, August 1983 
The Secretariat of the Marxist-Leninist Communist Party 


[Signed] Oscar Zamora Medinaceli, Casiano Amurrio Rocha, Eusebio Gironda 
Cabrera, Justiniano Ninavia Colque, Alfredo Navarro Ortega 


Oscar Zamora Medinaceli, Cl 1605046, Tari ja 
Eusebio Gironda Cabrera, CI 165096, La Paz 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


TEXT OF FIGUEIREDO'S 1984 BUDGET MESSAGE TO CONGRESS 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 30 Aug 83 p 36 


{("Text" of the 1984 budget message submitted to Congress by President Joao 
Figueiredo on 29 August 1983] 


{Text] This is the full text. 
Honorable members of the National Congress, 


In accordance with the provisions of articles 65 and 66 of the Federal Consti- 
tution, I have the honor to submit for your esteemed consideration the appended 
oill, which estimates the Union's revenues and establishes its expenditures for 
19384. 


2. Our country has been suffering the effects of the extremely unfavorable 
worldwide economic situation, especially as regards high interest rates, the 
contraction of trade among the various nations of the world, and the stagnation 
in flows of funds from the international financial markets to countries which, 
like ours, require significant contributions of capital with which to finance 
their priority investments. 


3. Economic and financial policy is also affected by the amount of our external 
deot. It should be emphasized, however, that the choice of indebtedness re- 
sulted from Brazil's need to continue having access to capital goods, basic 
inputs, and technology that were not available domestically and also to petro- 
leum, which 1S indispensable as a source of energy. 


4. The continuity of the process of development will continue to require great 
efforts so that no solution of continuity will be suffered by the priorities 
established by the current government, examples being: 


a) TO maintain growth in the production of food and agricultural raw materials, 
not only through increased productivity in zones already devoted to rural pro- 
duction but also by adding new areas suitable for agriculture. 


b) To develop activities in the social area making it possible to channel funds 


into the satisfaction of Brazilian society's basic yearnings, chiefly those of 
its least favored segments. 
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c) To increase steadily the volume of our exports, the purpose being to 
Strengthen our foreign trade accounts and achieve substantial surpluses per- 
mitting us to strengthen the country’s international reserves. 


d) To continue actions aimed at conserving fuel and accelerate programs in 
search of alternztive energy sources, with particular emphasis on coal and 
alconcl . 


5. In this context, the government's financial policy seeks to adjust public 
investments by establishing the minimum cost bases for supporting those invest- 
ments, with priority going to the social and regional development sectors. 

Tnis calls for a rigorous process of selection in determining government spend- 
ing. That picture is portrayed in the austerity characterizing the oudget pro- 
posal now being submitted. It is in keeping with the adjustment being expe- 
rienced by the national economic structure and is also consistent with the 
policy of eliminating the deficit in the public sector. 


Estimated Revenues 


6. The government has been pursuing a tax policy that is consistent with the 
objectives of economic stabilization, income distribution, and the appropriate 
allocation of resources. In this connection, and having in view the changes 
in the macroeconomic indicators, the budget bill for fiscal 1984 estimates 
federal revenues at 21,566.6 billion cruzeiros, for an increase in nominal 
terms of 89.5 percent over the adjusted revenue estimate for 1963. 


7. The forecasts also take into account the fund requirements that will reduce 
the pressure of the public deficit. This has led to changes in tax legislation 
for the current fiscal year, and the effects of those changes will also be felt 
in 1984. Among the measures adopted, the following deserve special mention: 


a) The impact of income tax withheld at the source on the yield from short-term 
financial investments and on income received by civil companies engaged in the 
rendering of services from legal entities. 


b) Early payment of the income tax owed by financial institutions. 


c) An ll-percent increase in the rate of the manufactured goods tax as applied 
to beverages, this aS an additional revenue measure. 


5. The table below shows the estimated amount of revenue by major source. 





9. The chief source of financing for budget programs is the income tax, which 
should provide approximately one-third of the total to be collected. It is 
followed by the manufactured goods tax, whose chief source is the tax on tobacco 
and which will account for over 13 percent of total tax collections. 


10. As regards the other revenue items, attention should be drawn to the con- 
tribution to the Social Investment Fund, which now constitutes the third largest 
source of Treasury funds. ItS purpose is to provide financial support for pro- 
grams and projects of a social nature. 








(In millions of cruzeiros) 





Transfers to 





Federal State and 
Description Government local governments Total 
Current revenues 16,871,433.0 3,861,921.0 20,753,354.0 

consisting of: 
Import duties 1,040,000.0 - 1,040,000.0 
Tax on rural property - 27,000.0 27,000.0 
Income tax 5,107,200.0 1,612,500.0 6,720,000.0 
Manufactured goods tax 2,994,400.0 945,500.0 3,940,000.0 
Tax on financial transactions 1,020,000.0 - 1,020,000.0 
Road transportation tax 136,000.0 34,000.0 170,000.0 
Single tax on lubricants and 

fuel, including surtax 275,143.90 174,857.0 450,000.0 
Single tax on electric energy 256,000.0 384,000.0 640,000.0 
Single tax on minerals 17,500.0 157,500.0 175,000.0 
Port improvement tax 135,000.0 - 135,000.0 
Single road tax 275,000.0 225,000.0 500,000.0 
Social security contribution 2680,000.0 - 260,000.0 
Stock investments and dividends 270,000.0 - 270,000.0 
Contribution to Social Investment 

Fund 1,100,000.0 - 1,100,000.0 
Share in fuel price (paragraph d) 830,000.0 - 830,000.0 
Contribution from sugar and alcohol 

consumption, including surtax 360,000.0 - 360,000.0 
Wage-education contribution 142,000.0 284,000.0 426,000.0 
Contribution to PIN! and PROTERRA* 660,000.0 - 660,000.0 
Telecommunications surtax 530,000.0 - 530,000.0 
Share in value of national 

petroleum - 36,000.0 36,000.0 


Share in ICM and ITBI 4,506.0 1,164.0 5,670.0 


| Other current revenues 1,436,684.0 - 1,438,684.0 
Revenue from capital 833,246.0 - 833,246.0 
Total 17,704,679.0 3,881,921.0 21,586,600.0 











1. [National Integration Program] 


2. {Land Redistribution and Agricultural-Livestock Incentive Program for the 
Northeast and North] 
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ll. Customs duties continue to be used as a tax instrument for the selective 
control of Brazilian needs. In 1984, customs collections should increase by 
over 100 percent. In addition, the effort to increase foreign sales should 
leaa to a gradual reduction in the export duty rates. 


12. As part of tne effort to reduce interest rates and the cost of loans, 
changes nave been made in the rates of the tax on financial transactions [IOF] 
@és applied to credit transactions and imports of a few basic raw materials. In 
some cases, the rates have been reduced by as much as 60 percert. As a result 
of those changes, IOF collections in 1984 are expected to rise by less than 

30 percent in nominal terms. 


Expenditures 


3. Discipline in government spending, rigorous control of expenditures by 
State-owned enterprises, and the rationalization of investments allocated to 
the monetary budget are basic components of the program for adjusting the 
economy and an indispensable factor in the strategy for its reorcar.szition. 

As a result, the distribution of funds among the various government oroaniza- 
tions is part of a systematic whole for harmonizing the three federal budgets. 


14. In this context, the planning of budget expenditures reflects an allocation 
favoring investment programs defined as having high priority and also attempts 
to reduce costs and maximize efficiency in the federal public sector, while not 
losing sight of price stability, equilibrium in the external sector, and a fair 
distribution. 


15. In keeping witn the priorities established, social programs have been allo- 
cated funds on the order of 5,045.4 billion cruzeiros, while regional develop- 
ment and agriculture will receive 3,180.8 billion and 1,164.3 billion cruzeiros 
respectively. It should be emphasized that the agricultural appropriation will 
be supplemented by loans and other funds from the private sector. 


16. Personnel and social security expenditures in 1984 are expected to total 
4,624.7 oillion cruzeiros. Increases due to salary adjustments still to be 
authorized will be met from the contingency reserve, which will also be usec 
to cover any emergency situations that may arise. 


17. Financial transfers from the fiscal budget will total 1,883.9 billion ~..u- 
zeiros, with almost all of that amount going to the monetary authorities. The 
purpose 1s tO permit continued progressive coverage by the Treasury of expendi- 
tures related to such items as the public debt, the policy on minimum prices 
and sucsidies, and other protective measures that would otherwise have to be 
financed py inflationary issues of currency. 


16. As regards reformulation of the pattern of energy sources, the government 
is continuing, with highly favorable results, to implement plans aimed at re- 
ducing our dependence on others for sources of energy. The result, considering 
only the funds allocated in this budget bill, is that the energy mobilization 
program is receiving 277.5 cillion cruzeiros. 











19. Transfers of federal funds as a constitutional mechanism for providing the 
other levels of government with funds for fulfilling their responsibilities 
will rise by approximately 13 percentage points in relation to the increase in 
Treasury revenues, corresponding to 27.4 percent of total tax revenues. Those 
transfers as a whole total 4,100.3 billion cruzeiros. 


20. The table below shows expenditures as established for the various functions 
of government: 


Budgeted Expenditures by Government Function 
Treasury funds 





(In millions 











Function of cruzeiros) 
Legislative 108,572.3 
Judicial 118,367.1 
Administration and planning 2,859,452.4 
Agriculture 1,164,784.5 
Communications 80,036.3 
National defense and public security 1,471,353.1 
Regional development 3,180,830.9 
Education and culture 1,897,065.4 
Energy and mineral resources 1,003,560.4 
Housing and urban planning 166,645.4 
Industry, trade, and services 206,275.5 
Foreign relations 218,320.0 
Health and sanitation 456,236.0 
Labor 81,329.2 
Welfare and social security 2,692,088.5 
Transportation 2,969,681.0 
Contingency reserve 2,912,000.0 
Total 21,586,900.0 
21. It should be recalled that expenditures financed with funds that are col- 
lected directly from other sources by the supervised entities, as well as their 
application, are included overall in the bill here submitted, this in compliance 
with article 62, paragraph 1 of the Federal Constitution. The total comes to 


2,065.4 billion cruzeiros. 

22. The budget now being submitted for your consideration pulls together an 
economic policy adapted to current conditions. However, favorable prospects 
are taking shape for 1984, when the signs of recovery on the world economic 
Stage will have highly beneficial effects on our country. 

23. I take this opportunity to reiterate to you my expression of high esteem. 
Brasilia, 29 August 1963 


Joao Figueiredo 


11796 
CSO: 3342/177 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


NEW CENTRAL UNION FORMED, THREATENS GENERAL STRIKE 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 30 Aug 83 p 38 


iText) The Sole Central Organization of Workers [CUT) has been established-- 
at least that was the decision reached by the 5,265 participants in the First 
National Congress of the Working Class (CONCLAT), which ended last Sunday in 
Sao Bernardo dos Campos. And this coming November, at the other CONCLAT--the 
one to be held in Praia Grande under the sponsorship of conservatives and 
communists~--another central union organization is to be formed. Its provi- 
sional name is the National Inter-Union Central Organization of Workers (CINT). 
In Brasilia, Minister of Labor Murilo Macedo said that those who thought up 

the CUT may be punished if the union is actually formed. 


A national coordinating group was selected for the CUT. It is headed by Jair 
Meneguelli, deposed chairman of the Metallurgical Union in Sao Bernardo dos 
Campos and Diadema, and has seven members in addition to the eight who were 
already members of tne Executive Committee for the formation of the CUT. The 
new body (which is not provided for in Brazilian legislation) also has 68 
leaders from various occupational categories and states. They are to schedule 
an election by August of next year for the actual officers, who will be elected 
by direct vote for a term of 2 years. 


In addition to Meneguelli, the national coordinating group consists of Paulo 
Renato Paim of the Metallurgical Union in Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul; Jaco 
Bittar, deposed chairman of the Oil Workers Union in Campinas and Paulinia; 
Joao Paulo Vires Vasconcelos of the Metallurgical Union in Joao Monlevade, 
Minas Gerais; Abdias Jose dos Santos of the Metallurgical Union in Niter: 

Jose Novaes of the Rural Workers Union in Vitoria da Conquista, Bahia; and 
Avelino Ganzer of the Rural Workers Union in Santarem, Para. Most of them are 
affiliated with the PT (Workers Party). 


By a decision of the PT itself--of which he is chairman--Luis Ignacio da Silva 
is not part of the CUT leadership. 


General Strike 
The CUT leadership's first job will be to petition the Federal Government to 


revoke Decree-Law No 2045, which stipulates that wage increases over the next 
2 years will be 60 percent of the INPC [National Consumer Price Index). Other 
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demands by the CUT: an end to ministerial interterence in the unions and a re- 
turn by the class organizations to the legitimately elected leadership bodies, 
cancellation of the agreement with the IMP, and agrarian reform “under the 
control of the workers, vased on the demarcation of collective use of the land.” 


If the CUT's demands are not met, "with the deadline being set at 25 October,” 
a general strike will be called. 


"Historic Blunder" 


Before consensus was reached on the choice of the collegial group that will 
lead the CUT, there were 4 few protests. When the national coordinating group 
was announced--initially with five members-~-Jair Meneguelli took the floor to 
admit that he had committed a "historic blunder” by not taking into account 
the representatives of the rural workers. Two representatives of the rural 
workers were then accepted by the plenary meeting following an address by Luis 
Ignacio da Silva, 


"Tool of the Government" 


"hk tool of the government" was how Luis Ignacio da Silva described the CONCLAT 
scheduled tor this November--the one to be held by conservative and communist 
confederations and federations in Praia Grande. "They are going to say that 

we received dollars, but they will not have the courage to admit that they are 
jOlning wth the national bourgeoisie against the workers. They are going to 
cay that everybody here is from the PT, and I personally would thank God if all 
the workers affiliated with the party were here.” 


Kut the PCdo& (Communist Party of Brazil), which is a group dissenting from the 
brazilian Communist Party and saying it favors unity, distributed material at 
CONCLAT in which it criticized the PT members tor holding the event and “the 
conservative sectors of the union movement, which are represented to 4 great 
ez~tent by political henchmen of the confederations and federations." 


Almir Pazzianotto, secretary of labor in the state of Sao Paulo, who appeared 

at CONCLAT on Sunday morning, said it was not his place to make any comment on 
"HoSSible" discord over the holding of the meeting. He said he also intended 

tu Support the holding of CONCLAT with a grant of 12.5 million cruzeiros~--money 
that “had not been made available earlier because of legal questions.” Concern- 
ing tne reported support in the form of dollars (the source of which is still 
nebulous), the secretary of labor considered that normal, “since this has al- 
ways happened in the Brazilian union movement, regardless of political coloring.” 


Lastly, Aron Galante, mayor of Sao Bernardo dos Campos, announced that to com- 
memorate the holding of the First CONCLAT, a bronze plaque would be put up at 
the Vera Cruz Complex, the site of the inter~union meeting. 


Li 796 
C503; 3342/1177 











COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


NEW ENGESA TANK~-~Rio de Janeiro-~Luiz Aratangy, director of ENGESA (Special- 
ized Engineers, Inc.], announced yesterday that the prototype of the first 
tracked tank to be based on domestic technology will undergo its initial test 
in the first half of 1984. It will be one of the most modern tanks in the 
world and, according to Aratangy, the first of its type to be produced in 
Latin America. "It is a design intended basically for export, and it gives 
proof once again of Brazil's ability to make technological leaps," added 
Aratangy, who spoke yesterday with O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO and the JORNAL DA 
TARDE. Aratangy said that ENGESA is developing the project for the first 
tracked tank with the support of the Army Training and Research Department, 
which the new commander of the lst Army once headed. The head of ENGESA con- 
cluded by saying: "Brazil's first tracked tank has already aroused international 
interest, and there is a prospect of exports. It will have a 120mm gun, a 
1,000-horsepower engine, and a 35-ton capacity." [Text] [Sao Paulo O ESTADO 
DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 30 Aug 83 p 6) 11798 


CSO: 3342/177 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


WORK, LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS OF WORKERS IN LIBYA DESCRIBED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 3 Aug 83 p 4 
[Article by Ada Mendez] 


[Text] Tobruk, a chief Mediterranean port city, scene of the Second World 
War, 1s still so now, but as regards the stepped-up development that the 
Revolution of First September is fostering for its people. 


The principle protagonists on behalf of this socio-economic advance 
experienced by the people in the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
are our international construction workers. 


Out of all this contracting activity that our country maintains with Libya 
through UNECA [Union of Caribbean Construction Enterprises] most Cubans are 
concentrated in Tobruk--the fourth city in importance. About one-third of 
that labor force are young people and 41 are women. Among all there are 
more than 1,000, because in this zone alone four contracts have been signed 
which are broken down like this: 


One thousand forty two houses are being built for the people in six different 
places, Taking Tobruk as the center, the spread is: 482 apartments in 
five-floor buildings on the perimeter of the city; 200 houses 150 kilometers-- 
distant in the town of Al Buridia; 300, some 300 kilometers towards the 

south in the town of Geahboud [both on the Egyptian border], and 20 in each 

of the villages of Gardaba, Birlashap and Algara, some 30 or 40 kilometers 
from Tobruk. 


Two buildings make up the modern postal-telephonic complex that our builders 
are putting up in Torbuk. It 18 made up of one installation that will be 
used as a national and international telephone exchange; one room for high 
tech electronic equipment thatwill aid the work of two stations [mail and 
telephone]; a reinforced house for subsequent placement of generators and 
electric transformers, also high tech, and post office building, all of 
which include telephone booths and 1,032 mailboxes. 


The complex which is spread over an area of approximately 66,482 square 
meters has been built {n phases and 1s now soon to be completed. A fence 396 
linear meters long, 3 meters high, encircle it. 





MS 


The other two agreements signed by UNECA with Libya for developing Tobruk 
were: one for five primary grade schools and the other for six revolutionary 
rooms. 


Both projects were finished and are in the second stage--that of maintenance, 
a period set in the contracts for all works that are accomplished--which 
lasts a year, starting from the time they are delivered. Moreover, the 
Cubans have carried out several minor social jobs. 


Except for those living in Al Burdia and Geahboud, for the distance noted, 
the internationalists working in this part of the nation live together in 
the same camp. It is just like a city where our native life goes on and it 
is possible to listen to "El Buey Cansa’o" on a morning session of the 
radio station. 


Collective dormitories, 25 in all, have a bath and individual closets and 
all have air conditioning. A kitchen-dining room is available and for 
those who are on the job site, meals are brought to them. 


They also have a medical station attended by a physician and three nurses 
where there are 2 rooms, one for men and another for women. 


In the camp a mechanical shop for repair and maintenance of transportation 
vehicles used on the jobs; a metal structure shop; a "bachingplan," operated 
by 11 men, which takes care of all the necessities on building sites; 

a steel shop; a block shop; offices and warehouses; a laundry, attended by 

4 operators--two of them women--which guarantees the laundering and sewing 
of all work clothes; and married quarters. There are more than 10 
internationalist couples who share work and living in the mission there. 


The stone mill and quarry from which raw materials are taken is some 
40 kilometers from the camp. 


Among the most interesting things that this "piece of Cuba” on the 
Mediterranean coast is the theater the internationalists constructed, 
wherein [I corroborated the aforegoing references as regards existence of 
a strong cultural-recreational movement which the Union and young people 
together are promoting. 


[t was inaugurated on 24 February 1982, after having been built in the 
record time of a month and a half and with voluntary work. But that effort 
made it possible today for them to enjoy activities in a spacious room 
where color video cassettes are shown and theutrical performances are 
offered, which the same groups of fans from the Tobruk group are setting 

up now that the installation, fitted out with dressing rooms, lights and 
other accessories, can accomodate it. 


The base radio, which informs all personnel about national and international 
events and offers a variety of music, broadcasts from right there. All 

of this is done by Jose Luis Labaina, Pepe, who, besides operating and 
maintaining the base radio, attends to the audio and video equipment and 


is in charge of programs to builders based on work sites on the border. 
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Table game rooms--ping pong, dominoes and others; a volleyball and 
basketball court; a ball diamond; a school and an open air plaza complete 
the arsenal of facilities for recreational, political, cultural and 
athletic improvement which our internationalists based in Tobruk have at 
their finger tips for spending their free time. 


If this work has somehow managed to convey to you, even though it be ina 
very general overview, how our brothers live who are fulfilling a mission 

in this region of the Jamahiriya--the one farthest from Cuba--it will have 
achieved its objective. 


9908 
CSO: 3248/1239 


54 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


AGRICULTURE IN CIEGO DE AVILA BECOMES PROFITABLE 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 4 Aug 83 p 2 


[Text] Ciego de Avila--The workers, technicians and leaders in the provinces 
Ministry of Agriculture have just favorably responded to the Resolution of 
the Sixth Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee on achieving profitability 
for the first time in the history of the organization here. 


This was reported in the economic balance of the first 6 months of the year 
which Rafael Mendez, member of the Central Committee and first secretary 

of the Communist Party in this territory, summed up and who stressed that 

a supreme effort has been made which should be kept up with a view toward 
obtaining advances in agriculture without precedent next year in Avila. 


For the January-June period of the current year, agriculture in Ciego de 
Avila had planned for losses of 3,464,300 pesos; nevertheless, a gain 
calculated at 80,400 pesos was reached due to economic efficiency, austerity, 
savings, labor and financing discipline and the effort of workers responding 
with dignity to the tasks emanating from the Sixth Plenary Resolution. 


This triumph is doubly meaningful if one bears in mind that in the first 
quarter of the year there were changes in food marketing because of heavy 
rains, resulting in the sowing of short-cycle produce crops and, in other 
cases, the harvesting of fruits in unfavorable climatic conditions. 


The value of raw and commercial products in the first half of 1983 ended at 
112 percent, while the cost per peso of commercial produce went down 33 
cents, on recording 0.95 as against 1.28 planned for that stage. 


Productivity reached 114 percent, while the average salary came only to 
103 percent, which shows a positive correlation between both indicators 
of business effictency. 


The most outstanding enterprises, in their economic measure, are those of 
citris in Moron and Ciego de Avila, Desmonte and Construccion, Forestal 
Integral, those of various crops in La Cuba and La Pina, the poultry 
business, livestock enterprises in the towns of Chambas and Primero de 
Enero. 











The successes of agriculture and livestock in Avila--which constitutes 

a new commitment for future stages--follows the establishment of the 
Economic Management and Planning System, the strong movement emerging from 
the Resolution of the Sixth Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee and 
the union work of all MINAG (Ministry of Agriculture) collectives. 


To what has been said is also added the fact that Ciego de Avila was the 
pioneer province in linking the farmer to the defined area of labor, 
positive experience which began with the La Cuba food enterprise, as well 
as the later introduction of permanent production brigades in branches 
like that in the territory and equivalent work organizations. 


The economic results of the fisrt 6 months of the year are backed up by 
its production accomplishments, since, in that period, food and citrus 
enterprises brought forth more than 1,800,000 quintals for a 124 percent 
yield, while lovestock farmers collected 5,921,900 liters of milk and 
surpassed their plan by 500,000 liters. 


Poultry farmers also stood out by overfulfilling their plans with a yield 
of 30,411,500 eggs and 1,179.6 tons of chicken. Beekeepers, likewise 
were highly successful, getting 218,000 kilograms of honey and 3,940 
kilograms of beeswax. 


On bringing the economic balance to a close, Rafael Valdes said that 

"the Ministry of Agriculture is a pioneer in the battle for profitability 
in its enterprises; the effort that began with you can be converted into 
the vanguard of a strong movement in response to the Resolution of the 
Sixth Plenary." 


He said that in the second 6 months one should work with more dedication 


and care and with a view toward making 1984 the best year in agriculture 
here, 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HOLDS SESSIONS 
Health, International Situation Discussed 
Havana GRANMA in Spanisn 14 Jul 83 pp 1, 4-6 


(Article by Susana Lee, Joaquin Oramas, Mirtha Rodriguez Calderon, Jose Nor- 
niella, Jose A. de la Osa, Roger Ricardo, Enrique Mesa and Marta Rojas: 
"Public Health Law, MINSAP Report Approved"; passages enclosed in slantlines 
printed in boldface] 


[Text] The public health bill and the report presented by MINSAP [Ministry of 
Public Health] were unanimously approved at the first day of the Fourth Regu- 
lar Session of the Second Legislature of ANPP [People's Government National 
Assembly! which opened at 9 am yesterday in the Palacio de las Convenciones. 


Tne members of the Council of State sat on the presidential platform. They 
were headed by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, first secretary of the Central 
Committee of the party and president of the Council of State and Council of 
Ministers, and Army Gen Raul Castro, second secretary of the party and first 
vice president of the Council of State. 


The work of the top government organ is presided over by Flavio Bravo, Jorge 
Lezcano and Jose Aranaburo, ANPP president, vice president and secretary, 
respectively. 


s the first act of the Cuban parliament, tribute was 
puties Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado and Arnaldo Milieé 

Cou ncil of State who died recently. The deputies and 
nute of silence in their memory. 
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The last item in the morning session was the introduction to the MINSAP report 
to ANPP by Sergio del Valle, minister of public health. 


In tne brief statements made by the minister to open the debate on the topic, 
he revealed: “After 6 months of hard work, the main health program offers our 
people an infant mortality rate of 15.2 per 1,000 babies born alive, an his- 
toric feat for Cuba and an example." 


He also said that altnough “we are aware that the words we are going to say now 
will only be a pallid and very incomplete reflection of reality, it is necessary 
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that we emphasize in our report the special recognition that comrade Fidel 
merits in the fight to develop our health system." Those present stood and 
applauded at length. 


There were more tnan 40 speeches by deputies during the debate om this docu- 
ment. With emotional and meaningful statements, they all praised tne quality 
of the report and the brilliant and stimulating introduction read by Minister 
Sergio del Valle. It was a compact summary and a faithful reflection of all 
that has been done for the health of the people in these 25 years of revolution. 


Tne deputies who participated in these deliberations also expressly verified 
the special recognition they, representing the Cuban people, give Commander in 
Chief Fidel Castro. They feel that his work at the head of the party and the 
state is indissolubly united to elaboration of the policy for the public health 
sector, the high priority given this sector and the successes achieved in this 
field. 


Beginning of Yesterday's Session 
.fter our National Anthem was played, Flavio Bravo announced verification of a 


A 
quorum witn 468 deputies, or 94.4 percent, present. He declared the Fourth 
Regular Session of the Second Legislature of ANPP open. 


With emotional words, he then referred to the great physical loss of comrades 
Osvaldo Dorticos and Arnaldo Milian, members of the Politboro of the party. 
Tne ANPP president revealed: 


"Within only a few days, our party, our ANPP, our people ail suffered the loss 
of two leaders of the revolution: Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado and Arnaldo Milian 
Castro. They were deputies to this assembly and members of the Council of 
State and tne Council of Ministers. 


"We will not try at this time to relate the very rich history or praise the 
great revolutionary merits and extraordinary qualities of our beloved comrades. 
Comrades Macnado Ventura and Raul Castro already gave statements. We only want 
to render the homage that they both deserve from our ANPP. We ask all those 
present to stand up for a minute of silence in honor of these two comrades." 


This neartfelt nomage was then rendered. 


Then Flavio Bravo announced that minutes before the session began, comrade Os- 
car Paseiro Cruz had been sworn in as deputy to fill the vacancy in the munici- 
pality of Media Luna, Granma Province. 


Tne ANPP president repeated that the Fourth Regular Session of the Second Le- 
gislature of ANPP was open, adding: "All our people, workers, peasants, tech- 
nicians, students, professionals, military, teachers, administrative and ser- 
vice workers and leaders have been working hard in recent months to worthily 
celebrate tne giorious date of 26 July. This year, 1983, the 30th anniversary 
of Moncada nas served to encourage all the tasks of production and defense with 
greater, more conscientious enthusiasm." 
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He also said that this session had been preceded by a very rich process of the 
delegates rendering accounts to their electors. More than 5.3 million elect- 
ors, 86.2 percent, met with their delegates and analyzed and evaluated the 
work of the local governments throughout our country, notably increasing the 
activiites of the delegates. He also referred to the positive responses to 
the problems presented and to the development of the movement to incorporate 
the masses in the solutions needed in each area. 


He indicated that more than 10,790 municipal delegates and 1,190 provincial 
delegates discussed and adopted agreements in their respective assemblies con- 
cerning the most urgent problems in their districts. 


Expanding on his explanation, he revealed that, with the participation of the 
deputies, special attention was given to discussions with the heaithn workers 
in each public health unit as part of the preparation to discuss the report 
that Minister Sergio del Valle would give at this session. 


He also pointed out that, for the first time, there has been discussion of the 
Economic and Social Development Plan for next year--part of its elaboration 
process that will end in December--in all the municipalities with the partici- 
pation of the deputies. 


He stated that these discussions of the plan at tne bases--in which we will 
gain experience--will help incorporate the opinions of the workers, the enter- 
prises, .LL2 municipalities and the provinces and their initiatives in the 
economic measures oriented by the party. 


Flavio Bravo announced that members of the Central Committee, ministers, peo- 
ple’s government cadres, doctors and outstanding medical students, representa- 
tives of the press organs and members of the accredited diplomatic corps in 
our country were present. He thanked them all for attending. 


He then went on to discussion of the minutes of the last ANPP meeting. He re- 
called that at the December session, one deputy said that he had not had enough 
time to read the minutes of the Second Regular Session of the Second Legisla- 
ture last July. He had received them too late. He indicated that there should 
be an opportunity to express any observation on these minutes in writing or at 
this session. Flavio Bravo revealed that he had not received any observation 
and said that if any deputy wanted to express an opinion at this session “n2t 
just begun, he now had the opportunity to do so. Since there were no 
speeches, he left those minutes closed and approved. 


Tney tnen went on to consider the minutes of the Third Regular Session held 
in December which were sent in advance to all the deputies. Since there were 
no observations, he submitted the minutes to a vote. They were approved 
unanimously. 


The agenda which includes 10 items was proposed and approved. The deputies ra- 
tified the decree-laws issued by the Council of State during the time between 
ession and yesterday. Jorge Lezcano, ANPP vice president, read these 
Ss based on a communication sent to the ANPP president by Commander 
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decree-law 
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in Chief Fidel Castro, president of the Council of State. They are the decree- 
laws ons: implementation of the international unit system; inheritance of land 
ownec by small farmers; the system for caring for minors with behavioral prob- 
lems; social security for cooperative members; income tax for small farmers 
and members of agricultural-livestock cooperatives; the organization of the 
ventral State Administration; inventions, scientific discoveries, industrial 
models, trademarks and brand names; the People's Savings Bank; and the Na- 
tional Energy Commission. 


After these decree-laws were ratified, the ANPP vice president read another 

Cc cation from the president of the Council of State concerning replace- 
ments of members of the Council of Ministers agreed on by the Council of State 
last session. 


Tne ceputies unanimously approved these changes in the Council of Ministers. 


It was also learned that deputies Osmar Aldana Montero, elected by the Media 
Luna Municipal People's Government Assembly in Granma Province, Cayetano Kuiz 
Gonzalez, deputy from Rye nages in Villa Clara, and Juan Llongch Alvarez, 
elected by the municipality of Sandino in Pinar del Rio, were recalled. 


r 


Discussion of Public Health Bill Begins 


Announcing the beginning of the discussion of the public nealtr bill, Flavio 

Bravo stated tnat this important law has its ecedents in Fidel's historic 

orief "Historia me absolvera" [History will absol e}, the noble and unsel- 

fisn work of the doctors in the liberated zones of the Sierra Maestra, the 

more tnan 89,000 worxers gualified or trained by the revolution, the more than 
,.00 social welfare installations, the irrefutable acnievements of Cuban medi- 

cine and the worthy international ist work carried out by our country in tne 
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He also said that it was preceded by 4 set of decisions and regulations re- 

| care promulgated by tne revolutionary government. These in- 
23 of 22 January 1960 th tabiisned rural medical service; 
Law No. 919 of 31 December hy tnat esta shed socialized dental service; 
Law No. 959 of 1 August 1961 which is e ganic Law of MINSAP; Law No. 1141 
of 11 January 1964 which cc mb ines medical and dental services and Db 
private practice of medicine for graduates after the promulgation o! 
and otner decree-laws adopted by the Council of Ministers and the C 


He expiained tnat the objectives of the new law include: governing the work 
e tate 


to develop in nealth in general; regulating relations between state organisms 
ang organs; and establishing the duties and rignts of tne people, MINSAP and 
the institutions and units that make up the national nealth system. Expanding 
on tne topic, Flavio Bravo added that these achievements and the necessary co- 
ordination to acnieve them have generated a complex social relationship chnar- 
acteristic of socialism. “Tne people, all the workers of MINSAP, the mass and 
te in this com- 
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social organizations and tne scientific associations participa 
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plex relationship. Therefore, all the participants nave right 
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which must be regulated and guaranteed by law." This law not only represents 
tne integration of the massive legislation already existing but also conceives 
of a national nealth system as a whole. It regulates the basic aspects of this 
tate activity in a general way. He added that it serves as a better legal ba- 
s for the complementary regulations that the immediate and future development 
of our public health sector demand and that application of the health plans 
outlined by our party in the First and Second Party Congress requires. 


_ 


He then gave the floor to deputy Adolfo Valdivia Dominguez who vead the recom- 
mendation of the Committee on Health, Environment and Community Services con- 
cerning this bill. 


After this was done, the bill as a whole was first submitted for discussion 
approval. Then the recommendation and the articles would be dis- 
er tne law as a wnole was passed, discussion of the recommendation 


Amaro Salup from Matanzas spoke. He opposed changing the sec- 
ittee proposed. The committee stated that the whereas 

protection as a basic task given priority by our state, 

lusive benefit of the people, has achieved a level of 

e reached in our country." It recommended deleting the 

comparison with Latin American countries in the bill. 


nt never before achieved 
10w tne level we have achieved 
ing of the idea and leaving 
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Fidel tnen spoke to snow his support for deputy Amaro Salup’s statements. He 
explained that it is a point of comparison “and I do not believe that we of- 
fend anyone. On the contrary, we can stimulate tnem to emulate with us ir 
Ceveloping their health programs. To state it zs the recommendation prop: s 
leaves that idea incomplete. It seems to me that we nave to point that idea 
out. it could even be expanded more and say in any country of the Third world 


by unanimous vote, it was agreed tnat the whereas would remain as it is in the 


Anotner observation by deputy Amaro Salup led to several speeches. He men- 
tioned nis opposition to the deletion of the phrase “in the group 15 years of 
age and older” in the penultimate line of Article 28. According to the recom- 
mendation, this is unnecessary since tne Program for Integral Adult Care which 
includes the mentioned group is cited immediately after. 





Manuel Espinosa, deputy for Kio Cauto, answered that wnen the committee dis- 
cussed the bill, they considered recommending the deletion because adult care 
is really from 15 years of age on. Therefore, it was a redundancy. 


Deputy Valdivia asked for the floor to explain the matter. He said that MINSAP 
nas established that there is a pediatric care program that goes to 14 years of 
age. There is then an adult care program that begins immediately after; the 
adolescent is not under any specific program. “It is still necessary to de- 
fine where adolescence begins and ends." 

He said that it was, therefore, considered unnecessary to state here what ages 
tne adult care program covers. 


ne floor was given to deputy Sergio del Valle, minister of public health, who 
plained that this organism piaces adolescents under the care of pediatricians 


Jp to 15 years of age. He said that there is a discussion now about whether 
that age should be extended. He warned that if it is defined in the law as 

tne group of 15 years of age and older, then a division would be established 
that is actually under discussion now. He recommended deleting the group of 
15 years of age anc older to leave open the possibility of changing the age 

and treating the adolescent up to 16 or 17 years of age. This is only under 
discussion. 


. Deputy 
n our MINSAP 
panied about 
escence. 


ment, deputy Amaro valup biter ted his propos 
lat this is not just a discussion wit 
ional matter. He sated that there is unc 
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commendation concerning changes in Article 91 of the bill, 
urrent wording in reference to the methodology for “recognition 
> CO rison of their studies" of health professionals, pro- 
he deputy for Matanzas, Amaro Salup. He was not satis- 
and presented his concern about examinations which are 
imp e abieh; Deputy Adolfo Valdivia, chairman of the commit- 
tee, explained tnat this is the terminology that is being used in higher edu- 
catior It inc e 1 the ways possible for recognition. 
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the use of the words 


Tne recommendation to change Article 43 of the bill by including a pnrase 
Stating that "a inical autopsy is done in the units of the National Health 
ystem to confirm or /establish/ the causes of death for scientific purposes" / 

provoked opposition from the deputy from Centro Habana, Marta Lugioyo. ‘ne 
recallec the dictionary definitions for the word /establish/ which would be 
inappropriate in that context. The deputy ad ted t 
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confirm/ or /learn/. An explanation deputy Aurelio Armengol of Mayari, 

a member of the committee, stated that “establisn" is used in medical termino- 
wy. This is applied to the act of confirming or denying a prior assumpt_on 
Since “the diagnosis of death is not confirmed by autopsy since it is a clini- 
cal diagnosis. The autopsy is not done to confirm that someone is dead but to 
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eputy Lugioyo's insistence that words should not be used if they did not 
mean precisely what they should led to tne acceptance of a change in wording. 


Tnen the first rec — on examined by ANPP was approved unanimously with 
the changes suggested. 


Articies of the Law 


The articles of the law were then submitted for consideration. The first re- 
commendation came from a member of the committee, deputy Aurelio Armengol. 
He echoed a proposal by the vice president of the Council of Ministers, Jose 

KR, Fernandez, to insert in Article 83 the phrase "in accord with existing le- 
gislation" so that this article preserves the overlapping stipulated by Decree- 
Law No. 46 of 1981 which gives the MES [Ministry of Higher Education] specific 
prerogatives in the creation, merger or deactivation of specialist training 
centers. Armengol explained that there was no intention when writing it of 
changing the established policy as to the prerogatives of MES. 


On this point, deputy Fidel Castro felt it was necessary to explain the reasons 
tne article nad been written in that way to guide and snow the ANPP the desi- 
rability of pass ing it as originally worded and the interests that motivated 
tnis wording. Fidel recalled that MINSAP takes care of the School of Medical 
Sciences and all the establishments to train medical personnel. Therefore, 


it seemed to him that the intention of the article agreed with that. He advo- 
cate pee discussion to reveal the opinions of the real proposers of the 
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aWs the comrades at MINSA 


Deputy Sergio del Valle enpriasized that effectively, and by decree-law, MES 
governs the educational process and MINSAP consults with MES on programs and 
otner aspects. He said that since MINSAP is directly interested in training 
skilled personnel, the article could give it these fucntions but also MES 
could remain in charge of the activity. He said that if it is changed, it 
would be a more direct responsibility of ours and that would facilitate the 
work. He stipulated: "I do not really have a definite opinion on this." 

Tne next contribution to the debate was made by deputy Jose R. Fernandez. He 
recalled the wording of Decree-Law No. 46 that establisnes that the creation, 
liquidation, deactivation or adscription of higher education centers from one 
organism to another is done by the Council of Ministers or its Executive - 
mittee at the proposal of MES which first carries out tne corresponding con- 
sultations and studies with the interested organism. 


He explained that if this were not done, there would be the risk of creating 
centers that did not meet requirements and that lacked an integral view of 

tne problem. He said that since there are centers subordinate to MES, MINSAP, 
the Ministry of Foreign Helations, etc., it is a matter of maintaining the 
iInity of the system as a whole and avoiding unilateral proposals from any state 
organism proposing the creation of a center without an integral analysis. He 
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that reach the government would be uniform. Maintaining that prerogative in 
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ans and programs of study whicn 18 also done for all tne organisms by MES is 


ends More complex . 


Tnen deputy Adolfo Valdivia explained that comrade Fernandez’ suggestion nad 
reacned the committee after the recommendation had been written. They felt 

it was not a question of form but could involve in-depth questions. Witn the 
participation of legal advisers, they examined the MINSAP proposals and asked 
if MINSAP felt a change of policy which would place the centers entirely under 
it was needed, Those consultations revealed that this was not the intention 
and that Decree-Law No. 46 was compatible with Article 42 of the bill, preser- 
ving the present functions of MES, 


Tne deputy for the municipality of Plaza de la Kevolucion, Alberto Galvizu, 
also spoke on this. He stressed his agreement that all the methodology of the 
nigner education centers remain subordinate to MES, This enricned the educae 
tional process since it has the most skilled advisers and experts. It is a 
common asset which can serve all the organisms including MINSAP. 


At tnat point in the debate, the ANPP president stated that the essence of the 
matter iay in wnether MINSAP should have the responsibility for tne educational] 
process Of all the public health specialists--the functions related to the cre- 


ation, merger or deactivation of education centers--or if these prerogatives 
nould remain under the responsibility of MES. 
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The commander in chief then gave an enlightening speech. He explained that 
Article #2 does not refer only to the advanced specialists but also speaks of 
tne merger or deactivation of training centers for technicians, sriiled worke- 
ers and other nealtn workers, MES nas absolutely nothing to do with tnese, 
Fidel recalled that, in practice, the article as originally written does not 
have any prerogative from MES as vovernor of all that activity. He stated 
that, in practice, MES nas nothing to do with the creation, deactivation or 
merger of centerse-from everything | know and see every day. "I es omg that 
wnat you want to refer to is the higher education centers, the universities. 
Medical scnoo!s are being established now in provinces and more than one in 
ome." Fide, explained, nowever, that MINSAP not only takes care of training 


, “ / 1 4 or ‘ ‘ ‘ , . , Gn ° ’ 4 ‘ 
medical specialists but also all the subsequent development program of tne doce 


tor who becomes 4 specialist after nis residency and after 3 years in a hospi- 
tal. MINSAP nas to take care of that and all medical advancement plans. He 
stressed nis opinion that the article did not take any prerogatives away from 
MES since it referred only to the creation, merger or deactivation of centers. 
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"Wnat | nave seen so far 1s that centers naye veen created, |] nave not seen 


any deactivated." Then Fidel recalled the close relationsnip that exists be- 
tween the nospitals and medical education, all witnin MINSAP. He evoked the 
care with which this was examined when the decision was made to transfer the 
O MINSAP. It was a strategic decision and only experience 
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ride) stressed that in recent times enormous importance nas been given to edu- 
cation. He remembered certain staves wnen primary education had textbooks 
While the medical scnool did not. "I imputed that shortage to MINSAP which 
snould nave fought for the texts as Fernandez fought. While Fernandez received 
22 million books and tne primary school children nad textbooks, the university 
students who necded tens of thousands of books, the students at the medical 
scnooi, Gid not have textbooks." He recalled the times when it was discussed 
wnetner the printing presses had to be adscript to the organisms. There was 
tne opinion that if they had printing presses, they would nave books. It was 
finaliy decided to transfer them to the Ministry of Culture and now there are 
otner problems. There are problems with paper and lack of completion of the 
buildings. Fidel said: “Now there is more printing capacity than paper and 
we still have problems with books." 


Fidel empnasized: “Obviously, in the hospitals much more attention was given 
to care tnan education. We were running the risk that education would be 
weaxened, This entire situation has been corrected; all this has been over- 
come." He revealed: “Even in programs, delegations of doctors, public hnealtn 
specialists and medical teachers were sent recently to seven countries that we 
consider the most advanced in medicine. Some are socialist and some are West- 
ern countries We sent them to visit the best universities in those countries 


‘*” 


‘oO see what programs, wnat metnods of teaching, wnat audiovisual means were 
ised, in what .subjects they were strongest and wnat texts they nad. These de- 
legations came back loaded with books. We have the textbooks, the programs 


formation from the best universities in the world in order to analyze 
our programs, put them in shape, make comparisons and summarize all that exper- 
lence vased on our interests and our desires. That is the quality with which 


our doctors are being trained." 


To contribute to the debate, Fidel added; "To tell the truth, MES did not have 
anything to do witn that and it was a matter of programs. It involved doctors, 
public nealth specialists, who are also teachers, Perhaps MES is a specialist 
in the metnodology of teaching but when the time came to look for a solution 
and analyze and rewrite those programs, it was necessary to nave doctors, medi- 
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anen we gecided to analyze all tne problems that affected education, we did 
not pive that task to MINSAP. lt 18 a curious tning. We VAVEe it to Fernandez 
wno already knows almost as much about medicine as a doctor because ne m 

itn nundreds and hundreds of professors and members of the faculties and saw 
We did not want MINSAP to do it because we wanted it to be 
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In that case, Fide] said, there was the principle that another organism supere- 
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vise it since it was very difficult for MINSAP to become judge and jury for 
ts own educational work. We asked 4 vice president of the Executive Commite 
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Vide] then empnasized: What I want to say 18 that we already made the decision 
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that MINSAP would be n cnarge of the teaching hospital and we nave Lo mare 


that formula work. We have to zealously watch that both education and care are 
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Ziven proper priority because tne more education there is, the better tne 
Lraining and the better the care. Kevolutionary measures nave been applied 
Lo this education to the extreme that education has been taken to the municie 
pal nospitals and even the rural ones. I believe we have taxen great steps, 
Tne Medical Sciences Detachment has been created and great importance is being 


given to education. 


Fidel said; I! do not believe, therefore, that it is worthwhile for us to dis- 
CuSS wnether that small prerogative of creating a university department or 
merging it 1s a prerogative of MES, as appears in the decree mentioned here, 

or Of MINSAP. I belleve that what this article establisnes is more consistent 
With wnat we have done, MINSAP 1s never going to make a decision without cone 
sulting with the party, without consulting with the executive Committee, withe- 
out consulting with the vice presidency for that sector and without consulting 
with MES which retains all its inherent functions under its control, under its 
regulation. What interests us is that it fulfill that role. MINSAP does not 
nave only specialists; it nas other health technicians, a large number of them. 
it nas nursing schools and it has technological schools to train intermedlate- 
leyel nealthn tecnnicians. It nas always nad them. Fidel asxed: What are we 
going to do with this article? Take it out? Do we transfer to MES the matters 
related to the skilied workers, technicians and health workers, even tne hose 


pltal COOKS? 


Fidel empnasizeds; It seems to me that we must not lose any more time and 
leave tne article as it is proposed in the law for the reasons | have explained. 


[ne chief of the revolution recalled his familiarization with the subject of 
medical education and health. His proposal was followed by applause. The ANPP 
oresident cited the details inherent in the article under debate which includes 
4 process of interministerial consultations and consultation within the Council 


of WAinisters before decisions are made, 


Deputy Jose amon Machado Ventura expressed nis consent that the article Keep 
its original wording. He recalled the need to focus the analysis not only on 
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MINSAP but also to observe the tie between medicine and other disciplines line 


matnematics, cybernetics and blology. He said that there could be the case 
that some centers would nave to merge to train public health specialists. Not 
only the centers directed by MINSAP but other already created institutions 
WOuld participate in that case, Machado stressed that if those situations oce 


curred, it would all be channeled through the Council of Ministers. 


ine devate ended with the statement by tne ANPP president that the wording of 
Article #2 wouid remain in its original form, 


As to Article 106 of the bill, deputy Alberides Barban from Boyeros presented 
nis doubts since the wording did not predetermine the responsibilities of 
MINSAP concerning the maintenance of tne bulldings where nealth centers oper- 
ated, It only concerned the equipment, Deputy Adolfo Valdivia gave the per- 
tinent explanations and stated that the article referred to equipment since 
there were other provisions concerning care of the installations in which the 


people's government organs play an important role, 
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Tne commander in chief also gave his comments on this point to exp 
MINSAP does not administer the hospitals and does not nave the du 
resources to maintain buildings. It has to fight for hospital maintenance and 
coordinate with the people's government organs and the sectorial branches of 
MINSAP. 


Deputy Jose M. Miyar explained, then, that the article under debate referred 
to the application of electronic technology wnicn is a very specialized sector 
of MINSAP. He advocated that maintenance of the units not be included in Ar- 
ticle 106. Deputy Jose R. Machado held the same point of view. He C 


e 
Lo wei the article as it was. Deputy Faustino Perez felt tnat tne wording 

was clear enough in reference to the responsibilities of MINSAP. He explained 
that ne felt that the public health responsibilities of the people's government 
organs were te explicit enough in the text of the law. He said, nowever, that 
pernaps that jurisdiction would be established in detail in the regulation 

that would correspond to the law. 

After Recess 

When tne morning session resumed after a recess, the ANPP president indicated 
that deputy Faustino Perez’ statements about why the responsibility of the peo- 
ple's government as to maintenance of the installations was not specified in 


the law needed an explanation. Flavio Bravo said that these matters nad to be 
established in tne regulations and not included in the Public Healt 
agreed with this. 


Deputy Jorge Mena requested an explanation on the scope of Artic! 
several interpretations arose in talks with other deputies. It 
to nave a broader view of the problem before voting. 


Deputy Adolfo Valdivia, responding to the request, referred to Article 17 and 
Article 18 of the bill which state that the diagnostic methods and surgical 
operations that involve risks are done with tne approval of the patients or 
their relatives. Article 35 makes this more specific, stating that decisions 
to carry out otner procedures that are unquestionably risky but necessary re- 
quire the approval of the patient or his relatives. This arti > 
thing very important very clearly. During all these years, it nas been a cone 
stant concern in all medical work to respect the modesty and sensitivity 
the patients and their relatives in every case. That is the scope that 
ommittee gave to Article 35 and its background establisned in Articles 


‘ ‘ ‘ 
ana ] 4 


/@ 


Deputy Eddy Fernandez, president of tne Santiago de Cuba Provincial People's 
Government Assembly, spoke then. He requested that Article 106 be worded like 
Article 107 because it gives the impression that MINSAP administers all tne 
shops in the field of electronic medicine which is specified there. However, 
Article 107 explains that MINSAP has a governing function in these matters and 
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ne propos 3ed tnat Ar ticle 1U State t nat vu puarantlees Lnrougn ne National 


Health System" and then continue as worded. 








Deputy Acolfo Valdivia explained that tne committee understood this clearly 
pecause previous articles had established a precise definition of the dual sub 
ordination of the units as to administration and methodological direction. 


ddy Fernandez’ proposal, improved by deputy Valdivia's explana- 
04 e, it was unanimously approved. 
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After tne ANPP president verified that t 

t 

~ 


he analysis of the bill had been come 
mn all the amendments and modif 
e 


pleted, he submitted it to a vote wi ications 
approved in the discussion of the recommendation and the articles. Tne Public 
Health Law was unanimously approved. 


nat the style committee would be made up by deputies Adolf 
fe rrera and Isabel! Kico. 


Tnen Fiavio Bravo gave the floor to Faustino Perez, deputy from Manzanillo and 
cnairman of the ANPP Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs. He read the bill 
on tne international situation which specifically refers to the situation in 
Central America and the Caribbean due to the importance of this document which 


Deputy Faustino Perez read the document “Statement by the Cuban ANPP” addresse 
r 
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to the parliaments and parliamentarians of the worlc. It states that the sie 
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ruation that mankind faces today is the most complex and dangerous situation 
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since World War Il. Never before has there existed a more urgent, noncefer- 


rable task than the fight for peace to keep the world from destruction in a 
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Tne statement says that the political situation in Central America and the 


Lat gay 2 
Caribbean nas continued to heomce more complicated facing the stubborn Yankee 
attempt to reverse the historic process and crack the fi det ermination for 
independence anc social justice of the peoples of Nicaragua, Grenada and Suri- 
name and the neroic insurrection of the Salvadoran people. t denounces tne 


] 
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Jangerous interventionist escalation in Nicaragua by the Keagan administration 
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r Salvador. it 
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wes otner considerations about the situation in this area of the continent. 


Tne document states tnat tne Cuban parliament is deeply concerned about the 
serious deterioration of the international situation caused by the present ul- 
trareactionary policy of the U.S. Government which endangers world peace. It 
stresses the role and tne great responsibility of the parliaments and parlia- 
mentarians for tne destinies of tneir peoples and actions to avert the danger 


of a nuclear nolocaust, put an end ‘to tne arms race and insure a world of 








The Cuban parliament, concerned by the existence and expansion of sources of 


tension througnout the world, spears out for a polstscas Solution to these cone 
4 


flicts and condemns the intransigence of tne U.S. Government toward the searcn 
for negotiated and just solutions in all tnese places of tension. 


Finally, the Cuvan parliament makes a call to all the parliaments and parlia- 
mentarians of the world to bar every attempt to endanger world peace. 


After tne document was read, deputy Carlos Rafael Kodriguez 4) led attention 
e the wording of some parts where the idea that tney want to express is not 
ear enough and should be worded differently. 


Deputy Faustino Perez agreed with this statement because it is a problem of 
wording. The proposal was approved unanimously. 


Then tne floor was given to deputy Severo Aguirre wno revealed nis agreement 
with the statement but felt it was appropriate to include two ideas. One is 

to demand a nuclear freeze, an action that has been undertaken by peace move- 
ments throughout the world at this time. It was presented very strongly at 

the World Assembly for Peace and Life against Nuclear War which was neld in 
Prague recently. 

The other idea that should be included is that we are not only against tne arms 
race but we must demand that the resources invested in tne arms race be 4i1lo- 
cated to aid the underdeveloped countries. This was stated by comrace ridel 


at the seventh summit. 
Both proposals were approved by ANPP. 
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Deputy Bernabe Ordaz from Boyeros stated that ANPP snould also speak out in 
Lan 4, 


favor of the statements made at the Prague assembly. We know that this is not 
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on the agenda but it had been considered. 
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problems of Central America and another on the general problems of peace ar 


war. This would he the best solution. 
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small reference in tne statement under discussion and then considering wnat 


r 
deputy Ordaz wili present later which is still not known. 


/ 


ry ‘ ] o a) 4 > . ~ | i. , » . ‘a « ‘ 1 ¢ 9 . 
Deputy Lionel Soto from the municipa ps Pe Of Diez de Octubre also referres to 
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problem of Central America and have anotner statement where the general 








problems of peace can be introduced as proposed by several deputies. He also 
suggested establishing a committee to analyze these aspects of wording and 
style to revise the statement. 


Deputy Vilma Espin proposed that the final vote on the two documents be left 
pending until the style committee gives them final wording and deputy Ordaz' 
statement is presented. 


Tnis was submitted to a vote and unanimously approved. 

Jorge Lezcano, ANPP vice president, proposed that the style committee be formed 
oy deputies Jesus Montane, Faustino Perez and Ramiro del Rio and also include 
Lionel Soto and Severo Aguirre. This was unanimously approved. 

Serzio del Valle Presents Introduction to MINSAP Report 

Tnen the ANPP president announced the item on the agenda for debate on the 
MINSAP report. He referred to the wide-ranging process that was developed to 


draw up tnis document. For the first time, the deputies participated at the 
base in commitment assemblies held by thousands of health workers in their 


Flavio Bravo indicated that the deputies, therefore, came to this assembly 
witn an in-depth understanding of the topic. 

Tnen Sergio del Valle, minister of public health, read a brief summary of the 
MINSAP report. It constituted an introduction to debate on the document to be 
considered by the deputies. Its text is included in this issue. 


Documentary “Canto a la Vida" Impressed Deputies 


Before beginning the afternoon session, the documentary "Canto a la vida" [Song 


‘c Life,, filmed under tne direction of Rogelio Paris, was shown to the ANPP 
deputies and puests. 


Tne film made a very good impression on the deputies who rewarded its makers 
with applause after the showing. 


"The film is very good. it demonstrates the reality of wnat the revolution 
nas done in the health sector," commented deputy Jesus Diaz Mayor as he left 
the room where the documentary was shown. Jesus is the deputy for the munici- 
pality of Batabano and is in charge of production at the Ciro Redondo Agricul- 


“| f ‘ od ” ‘ 
t sv’as wid /& jLOCK Cooper ati Je there, 


Deputy Paula Marina Casanas Alfonso, design technician for the Playa Giron 
clothing shop in Habana Vieja, said: "All our people should see this film 
because it permits us to better appreciate the development of health services 


in Cuba." 
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enemy and because ne nas the great glory of naving been Camilo Cienfuegos’ 
Goctor. These words were applauded. 

t the end of deputy Mendoza's speech, Fiavio Bravo indicated tnat tne ap- 
plause by ANPP represents recognition for Fidel for nis work at the nead of 
tne revolution, especially in the field of public health, and for Sergio del 

! 
Jalle, a doctor with a great revolutionary career, today tne nead of MINSAP. 
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Deputy _—— Depres from Plaza de la Kevolucion also gave words of recognition 
“a J co P ‘ »| , ; “~ | ‘ , ver Le } scr * ’ l« ‘ , , . 
for the selfisr worr of the health workers. She basically exhorted the 67.2 


percent of the workers in the sector wno are women to redouble the love and 


are in their treatment of their patients. 
"t q 4 sear 4 e aly wae f 7 fn Cnriae » an 1) - a o , ' rey [oe ) 
ine next deputy to speak was Hosa A. Colas from Banes. one felt it was appro- 
a ’ - / ce ene o “,¢ * « d ‘ . , . , " f . 
pria_? LO Suggest that, because of the importance medical education has pained 


tnrougnout the country even in rural zones, it was time to work "within the 
concrete possibilities of our country to strengthen the municivalities in the 
ic 


j 
direction "of medical education." 


Z1L1PrEectl 
Minister sergio del Valle considered the concern of the deputy very just and 
recognized that there is still no structure that responds to this situation, 
considering the growth of the work of medical education at the local level] 
He added that ways were being studied in MINSAP to solve that problem. He 
reported that placing only one doctor per municipality to direct education 
would taxe 169 doctors. He stated: “It is necessary to study it well, to 
look for a formula, to strengtnen leadership at those levels." He said that, 
those problems of structure would be resolved this month. 
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Gloria Cueto, 4a nurse and deputy for Marianao, expressed the concern among 

many nurses wno want to obtain a nursing degree "but there is a ceiling of 40 

years of age." Sne added that there are many comrades wno have worked for 

many years and nave carried out different tasks "and now are limited because 
ey 


’ + r+ 4 y / pr We. 
cannot obtain a degree." 


fn — ove oa + id 4 o ¢ } | “fr, 7 "yF ’ i ie ‘ 
At the suggestion of Dr Sergio del Valle, ANPP agreed to let Dr Juan Manue., 
f ‘ : : , > o ', » P an) ’ ome " ‘| . 
lego Cobelo, vice minister in charge of education in MINSAP, have the floor. 
He first recognized that the nursing degree needs to be extended to all com- 


ama rne e + . iinrom ‘ 
races wno meet tne requirements. 
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He commented that in tne past school year, enroliment was open without an age 
“ ry oe « ~~ on 7 \ ‘4 mor » <r + ] ehoe + m ” . | as } a ’ if 

limit. This year, although MES establishes a minimum [as published] of ) 


: ana a ae csr a 4 To . ; a4 oe + if ’ . 2 oe . a 4 
fears for the workers course, it was raised to 40 for admission to the nursing 


legree program since this specialty is new in the development of education. 
ne vice minister indicated that enrollment will double this year for the 
nursing degree. In 1982 there were 540 students at all levels. This year the 
onditions have been created--by opening tne study for tnis career in a.imost 
all the institutes in tne country and in some schools--to Increase tne capa- 
ty by 550, “the maximum we have been able to create for this year. In future 
years, we will continue increasing it." 
je noted that they nad received a large number of requests from comrades who 
we 4O, 4) and 42 years of age who nave been unable to enroll. He added: "We 
Will 4 j tr problem with the union again to see what alternative we car 
give in these cases and to look at each one of the comrades who have passed 
that age individually and see their conditions to assimilate the jvancec level! 
irses." 











i? Sal1d that wnen there was no age limit to study for a4 nursing Gegree, there 
were comrades wno enrolled and are no longer in tne classrooms because tney 


did not have tne abllity to continue the studies, 


He repeated that the cases could be analyzed individually, a ceiling established 
at 4 certain time and then establish requirements. 


f ‘ (* ’ , ( ’ ‘ U7 as} iIue0 one ‘ , ‘ f 4 j t , © . 
Veputy Gloria Cueto revealed sne was satisfied with Dr Diezvo Cobelo's response. 


Tnen deputy Isabel Kico Arango from Plaza took the floor. ‘Sne referred to 
Kecommendation 6 that says: “That MINSAP and the Central Planning board, with 
tne participation of MINED and MES, analyze tne future needs for skilled per- 
sonnel at tne intermediate and advanced level in the health sector in order to 
Increase the training of professionals and technicians in the specialties where 
they are most needed." She recalled specifically the pharmaceutical graduates 
wno now study only at the Universidad de La Habana. ‘Sne recommended that they 
study the possibility of expanding to other universities: a central one and 


an eastern one, 
ine statement was accepted as 4 reminder for the pnarmaceutical industry. 
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leputy Antonio Cuello Serrano from Santiago de Cuba recommended that tne @x- 
rye 7 4 ‘ , vo ; ’ faye ) 4 , NCAT O> 4 > vy jenn 64 4 Wa. 
veriment of the preliminary work for the MINSAP report be extended to otne: 
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sectors due to the amount that nad been learned, it can nelp on other fronts. 
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Flavio Bravo said that it was a4 ver interesting evperiment that was veinyv ap- 
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Jiie@d in tne discussion of the economic plan. "That has already been agreed 
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Aanuel fA, Garcia, deputy for the municipality of Camajuani Spose about tne 
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povyernment OUVMANS y develop e | PrORr an to LOR Je tne PprODLeEMs nat pere 
‘ . ee ‘ 4 ‘ ’ ; “43 ‘ i , if / y > ‘ 4 ‘ ; , 2° 
f in the poly linics within @ reasonabie term based on tne 00831b011i1t1es 
‘ , "vy . ser ; 
Of ine ( gun 4 i and Wi Ln serie é contro! Over its eCAZEC jtion."”™ ne Geput said 


‘ j 1 4 ‘? ir faye / fem ft avg Y@Vie Ane «ay ‘¢n)]« 
that ne wanted the polyclinics in the large cities where there are no nospitals 


especially considered 
f ‘y ‘f ¢ i 4 y ’ , , g j , , j A | g 4 - ‘ ud ‘ ¢ - * 
ly’ AGDOLLO Valdiy! inswered that tne recommendation was made by tne committee 
( ivy! ” ‘ , ‘ | ‘ “ ‘ j {oe “4% , ’ 
to inciude the integral study of the polyclinics wnicn includes what this come 
rade rated, 
/ P A 416 + y , 1 Pr 
/Al } 4 ! i! ‘ 1s iw fore f ndin ’ t rye GLoeCuUbSl Wig 4 7 iyi eg Lo L¢ ar 4i/ a 4 she ['= 
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i, rreor if ne MINSAP re port. He referred te page 36 wnere it cites tne 
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figure )! ,(/54 workers in the battle for sixth gprade, Tne correct figure 1s 


ln,/69 workers who finisned sixth grade in 1940, 
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At this point in the session, Commander in Chief ridel Castro asKec for tne 














He began by saying: ") wanted to say 4 few words since the report has been 
approved, verifying that tnere is satisfaction in weneral concerning the effort 


ie ie 
’ 


tnat nas dbecn made in nealth these years, These are unquestionably great 
icnievyements because they correspond to tne most difficult years when it was 
necessary ©o pass tne tremendous test of tne exodus of the doctors, the deser- 


tion of many doctors including almost 4]1] the teachers from the medical school." 


Fidel added that, looking a little to the future, he believed that the suc- 
cesses acnieved so far would have to serve to continue redou!!‘1¢ efforts in 
this field and to think about the new problems that would occur in the future 
"necause we have already conquered many diseases, We have reduced the infant 
mortality rate tremendously." He commented that, as Dr Sergio del Valle had 
explained, this year it was about 15.2 “although we still do not know the final 
result." 
He gave nis opinion that all the intensive care rooms that have been con- 
structed during this time help lower the infant mortality rate 1, 2 or 43 points 
a year He added: “We are reaching the limit in many of' those aspects." 

| 
Tnen ne referred to Halfdan Mahler's speech on 3 July at the opening of the 
international Conference on Health for Alle-25 years of Cuban experience, He 
Said tnat Cuba would have different health problems, those that developed coun- 
tries usually haves cardiovascular diseases, circulatory diseases and cancer; 
increased life span with more older persons who require care; new specialties 


to be developed 


preventions the fight avainst all these diseases; the educa- 


; 
tion of tne people; and the fight against sedentariness and obesity. 

‘ne coilef of the revolution said that if the participation of the masses was 
needed in earlier battles, it will also be tleeded for these, 


He said: "J believe that there are still many fields to enter, Perhaps 
greater sanitary education for the people is needed," He referred to the re- 

sources that some countries are trying to develop; for example, everyone should 
Know what-to do in case someone has cardiac arrest. His life can depend on be- 


ing revived right there, being resuscitated, 


He jndicated tnat with the mass organizations and tne mass media like teleyvie 
; , | P oye ‘ os es ' 
on, press, we “could advance in that sense," 
iding to the medical technology exhibit for the International Conference 
r neaitn for RP ride] reyealed that he nad looked at tne medical equipment. 


i Mia i i 
’ 
1 ] . ’ ee ’ | > ) ; t ‘ iypet / j iga¢ ié | 
"There were some dolls precisely to teach the people how to carry out resuscle 


4 


tation.” He said that many lives are saved by immediate ald, 

Heflecting on what nad been said, he commented tnat these are already otner 

types of problems, diseases, which we have to flight in coming years. He noted 

that medical science 18 1n a continual revolution a8 18 medical equipment. 
wnost) means and the fight against diseases increase. 

le stated: "We who are involved in training medical personnel must work hard 

’ » : ] ¢ | if ae J , 4 ’ 4 | '/¢ r « ‘6 | eA | ] , 

t eyeloy ne pharmaceutical noustry. we are al: onsidering all tne pose 

Dliltis if developirg the production of medical equipment. 











"What is more, | think it 1s easier to develop the production of medica! 
equipment than the steel industry or the automotive industry." 


Keferring to the more tnan 100 firms that participated in the exnibit, he said 
that some nave worked for a long timee--120 years or 100, Otners have worked 
10 or 5 years. He commented that he nad seen a Cataluna firm that has existed 
some 5 years and already produced a great quantity of top quality equipment, 
"It has some 10 or 12 engineers, a4 few hundred workers." Expanding on tne 
topic, ne stated that only the skilled personne! and technology are needed be- 
cause they acquire the raw material, They do not manufacture the steel, the 
raw material for the equipments they buy it." 


He stated: "Medical equipment is unfortunately very expensive." 


commander in Chief Fidel Castro maintained the opinion that if we managed to 
produce medical equipment, with what we spend in forelgn currencye-20 m1..i0ne- 
we could produce #40 million worth. He stated that he was paying attention to 
that field, studying it. 


He stressed: "What we need is well trained laborers to work in that industria] 


brancn," 


He explained that "we have the idea," along with the development of capacity 
Por. medical personnel and the health installations, to develop the pharmaceu- 
tical industry and the medical equipment industry “as two important brancnes 


for the future.” 
About the Specialties 


Kidde] said that there was mention of a 25%-year report but when one had created 
a basis |ike Cuba did, you “can advance more quickly." He added that in the 

next 17 or 18 years, we have very great possibilities of advancing in the fleld 
of medicine, "jn quality especially: of the personnel, the specialties needed, 


tne anemic specialties." 


He stated; "We are very aware of what we need, We are very aware that the 
pecialties do not all achieve the same level), We are very advanced in some 


4 


and we are very backward in others." 


He added that at times it was not only a matter of the number of specialists. 
Many specialities are not preferred by the students. In general, the lower 


leyele went to tonem and the best went to others, 


"We are managing to create an awareness among tne medical students that the 
yoos students must be willing to study those specialties that we call anemic, 


He announced; “We propose to make a study of all the specialties to learn 
where we are just as we did with the programs to train doctors, We wili look 
to see what level al) the specialties are in the world, in the different coun- 


tries to see those in which we are more advanced and how we must continue 


80 








advancing and those where we are further benind in order to advance and train 


all the specialists we need," 


Tnen ne commented: “We also think that tne general practitioner is a special- 
ist" wno must nave a jeyear residency. He said that the general practitioner 
can be trained at Calixto Garcia, Hermanos Ameijeiras or in Uvero be 

’ } 
is a aoctor who sees different cases but must familiarize himself with the 
problems of the community and the fight for prevention. 


Summarizing some of his ideas, he stated: "The doctor must become 2 health 
militant!" He added that he must be an adviser to the citizen, an adviser to 
tne family, about everything that affects health, everything that can c 

jute to improve health conditions and prolong life. 


Fidel said that they were aware of the problems in the polyclinics and that 
tne polyclinics would be converted into teaching centers just as tne municipal 
nospitalis nad. He explained that they would not teach all the specialties-- 


lixe heart surgery, for example--but could be teaching centers for pediatrics, 
obstetrics and general medicine "because all those cases are found tnere." He 


noted that even the rural hospital can be a teaching hospital for two or three 


[nen ne asked: “What will be the result of this?" He answered: We will nave 
teacners in the rural nospitals, we will have teachers in the municipal nospi- 
tals and we will have teachers one day in tne polyclinics. 


He stressed that they knew the present limitations and the problems of the 
polyclinics. "It will take us some time to acnieve complete confidence in the 
90lyclinic." He said complete confidence would be achieved when tne best doc- 
tors, in the clinical specialty--"the general practitioner"--and in other spe- 
Clalties were working in those centers. "When there are teacners who train 
sixth-year students there and train residents in the polyclinics...3 we wil! 
not stop until tne polyclinics are teaching centers, until all the polycliinics 
are teaching cen*ers, including the one in Quivican." Fidel was referring to 
a speech by a deputy from that municipality. 


He continued saying that he had great hopes for the quality of the future C= 
tors with the general work that has been done with the medical students, with 
tne detacnment, witn the still more promising work that has been done witn the 


. ' ’ mn" ; ~ | oo ' ; ve) ‘ . ‘ . ‘ Ts l- . oo 
students who enter medical school, with the discipline and regulation that has 


bcen established for the medical students. He explained: "It is a different 
regulation from those for other university students, harder, more demanding." 
He added that, due to the role of the doctor in society, it 1s necessary to 
demand more from the doctor than anyone else “and the students have understooc 
fnis anc acc epted Lt perfectly ° 


{ “+ 7-t , Yat + ‘a > » 4 ’ ; ‘ore eit ; 
"We nave great nope in the improvement of the doctor training programs when 
a a > a | shia ) 4 4 Pi , 7 / 


Ln Oe a Ur expericnce, As a result of selection o ne suUGents, ae 


going to nave larger graduations." 
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led that before, 50 out of every 100 students who enterec graduated. 
ink that out of every 1 students wno enter, at least 60 will graduate” 
e of tne strict cemanc and regulation. 

cated: “Before, if a student cheated, he was punisned by spending a 
t of school. A student in the detachment who cheats is dropped from 
tachment and cannot study medicine. 


o 2 ; . arvwiw@e 4 ’ QT PP -« . ; 
t is much stricter because we cannot conceive of a student 
" 
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ner ae ou 9 i 
P - ae «4 ; Sart ‘ tre ; 7 , 4 tae , > smnlic 
ats as an individual involved in the nealtn and life of the people 
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s _ S44 e«  .) Pa 4 sf . 7 “+ ‘ > -,¢ ray “ 4 a hal #7 > 7 ) 
ng some figures, Fidel indicated that some 4,500 students were entering. 
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schools are being developed in all the provinces. There will be two 


lago de Cuba and the equivalent of two--"it is a large school"--in Hole 
Havana City will have eight. He explained: “By having medical schools 
tne provinces, we will not have the problems of today, the cifficulties 
ing a specialist or a doctor because they will be from the provinces 

JES o 

ion is being given to solving the problem of the residency of tne doce 
tne interior of the country. Certain resources nave been aiiocatec 
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ne provinces in the interior of the country. There were 224 iast 
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as Tunas which nelped stabilize tne presence of tne doctor in the 
‘* 
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invedgcs HODaYSr irom tne specialist WILIINZNE YO BO, the final SOlUeH 
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TNe Tuture wili DE a special ist from Guantanamo in Guantanamo anc one 
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42nmMa y sranma, ndepencent of some coming rom navana or some ovuner 
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ecause avana must procuce gocvors ior everywnere. jnere are more doce 
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Navana, aS Camacno Said; tney have a doctor for every 400 innabitants. 
Provinces nave Ewer’. 
‘ . Van; e rt -« os } - , «7 4 - ef })] “y* 4% 4+ 
} Tn1is program Of a Scnoo!l 1in e€acn province, Wwe wild nave native doce 
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intanamo are excellent and can nelp train magnificent specialists there. 


4intained tnat we will nave a largs ipply of doctors and recalled that 
nased on the principle that there are never too many doctors. He 
juts 6 “Perhaps there are never too many tecnhniclans because it 18 very 

i+ wl > 74 4 ( TO r’ 4 / r ae gec * 

es a delegation leaves tne country and takes a doctor or two or even 20. 
¢ ; happy because they have a doctor in tne delegation,” he said. 

r the above, ne stated that there are neyer too many gor tors and pointed 
installations tnat are veing created. “If one day we change our mind 

e aspects, we can reduce the number who enter, make it more selective 
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"dWnen we have 10,000 doctors too many, we can have a rotation 


them a wnole year for recyciing, 


doctors studying. We can ve 


tneir knowledge. 
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"In otner words, when we nave a t 


tors more," 


reserve, 


reyeaied that 


He 


Our commander in chief “4 
neard talk today of the schools." 
noc nave a doctor. 


noo! will 
In each factory, “we wil) 
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peasant community, 


will be a doctor." 

He stressed: “Lastly, we will put a docto 

There wt ong applause in the larve olenar' mA0QMm Of 
inere Was MY applause in wn arge pienary room Oo) 
Convenciones. 

Fidel noted that our system would improve and al] 


clinics. "The doctor must 
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doc tor was 
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"Possibly there will be 


a doctor. 
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in each agricultural enterprise, 
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be a health militant, watching for hygiene, 
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He pointed out that in the future we will not nave any problem of neecing Goc- 
tors in a polyclinic or the schools. 
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Going back to the topic of the creation of the Medical Sciences Detachment 
’ a ~~ » \e 4 r P hf { rs > ’ , 
ne commented that Ince we are now praduating about 2,090 Goctors anc veZzine 
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He maintained: We will nave enough even for much greater international coe 
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operation tnan now 
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lent comrades," stated the cnief of the revolution. He added: "The most en- 
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couraging thing 1s that of tne 2,150 sixtneyear rudgents, JO percent demone 
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ne previous year they had chosen 106 wno nave already graduated and worrned a 
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come speclia st in microbiology in order t« trengtnen tnat oranch anc support 
the existing research centers and tnose planned in this field and to Support 
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ie stressed: “They are excellent students." He added that those wno nave 
stucGied in Nicaragua see three times more cases than an intern normally sees 
nere in number of births, number of children, etc. 

e indicated: “Consider that one single country needed 500 of our doctors and 
possibly has much greater needs." 
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lopia, Angola, Iraq, Libya and Guyana, acquire experience, training and a 
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lowing this line of thought, Fidel said that in the next 14 years, *noue- 


will graduate "and it is possible that we can speak of tens of thou- 
of specialists." He stated that all those who graduate in tne future 
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nave to be specialists in a certain branch or specialists in genera! 


, 


‘epeated: “We snould graduate tens of thousands of specialists in these 14 


" 
tated tnat we must consider the availability of human resources and tne 
ty of resources the country is going to have for its needs and even for 


cooperation ° 


‘ecognized that international cooperation was vast "but I believe that this 


will revert back to us because there is no question that all those stu- 
, all those young doctors who have been in Yemen, Kampuchea, Vietnam, 


r 


t tnat will help provide us with doctors of optimal human quality." 
stated: “We must preserve what we have in the doctorse-that is, the 

t of the doctors, the honesty of the doctors, the disinterest of the 

if _" 

dded: "I believe that there has been enormous progress from the time of 


ate medicine until now." He said that one demonstration that time 1is a 


t ally is that private medicine was not banned in Cuba. The new students 


‘ting at one point were simply committed not to practice private medicine. 
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ist year there were some 50 private doctors “and the time will come when 
mrnere WOT "4 De al "Pha 
wking of visitors from other countries, Fidel said that those who come are 
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( 4 ah le i ee hj , dur lniyv t nese days of Line "He ai tn for Hid meeti l~- 
ey are surprised at how we have achieved wnat we nave, how we have this type 
f doctor, now we nave a doctor to go to Baracoa, to go to the interior." 
e added that great achievements have been reacned in this, in the creation of 
‘ osm ra es yay e , , . e ‘ 1’ Ln 4 onl on 9 
nealth system. "If we do not rest on our laure|ls--and I don't think we will-- 
we W ee a jeap in quality in our system in the next 15 or 20 years." 
JAaiU Leyacy for Future Generation: 
He empnasized: "I believe that this legacy in the field of medicine that the 
reyvoiul mi will jeave to future generations 18 a truly Valuable thing, a really 
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1aSized: We followed the policy of not affecting nealtr 


Fidel said that altnough all tne positive aspects have been seen nere, all the 
aGvances, we are very aware of our limitations and problems. I believe it is 
necessary to meditate on those prohlems that came out about the polyclinics. 
[tf seems that the polyclinics do not have enough ambulances and we do not nave 
enough ambulances. The ones we have are programmed, are distributed. In some 
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solve tne problem, transfer a patient. 
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ise to solve those problems. 
"In short, we are very aware of the iimitations 
dous prospects we have in this field in the fu 
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Various Issues Discussed 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Jul 83 pp 1-6 
[Article by Susana Lee, Jose A. de la Osa, Joaquin Oramas, Mirta Rodriguez 
Calderon, Jose Norniella, Roger Ricardo Luis, Enrique Mesa and Marta Ko jas} 


(Text|] The Fourth Kegular Session of the Second Legislature of the National 
People's Government Assembly concluded in the early evening hours yesterday 
with an address by Flavio Bravo, president of the highest state government 
organ, following discussion of the 10 items on the agenda. 


Participants in the discussions at this session included Commander in Chief 
Fidel Castro, first secretary of the Central Committee of the party and 
president of the Councils of State and Ministers, Army General Raul Castro, 
second secretary of the Central Committee and first vice president of the 
Councils of State end Ministers, and other members of the Council of State. 


During the course of tne day, it was agreed to recognize the extraordinary 
work carried out in the province of Santiago de Cuba just prior to the cele- 
th anniversary of the attack on the Moncada Barracks, and to 


bration of the 30t 
communicate to its workers warm congratulations on the success achieved. 


During their last day of sessions, the deputies unanimously approved the 
interpretation of Article 50 of the Constitution and the accounting reports 
submitted by the provincial assemblies and the special report submitted by 
Santiago de Cuba, as well as the final reports on the 1982 state budget, the 


reme People's Court and the Office of the Public Prosecutor of the Repub- 


The National Assembly also approved a resolution expressing solidarity with 
people, an appeal to the parliaments and parliamentarians of the 
world concerning the serious deterioration of the situation in Central 


‘ / , ‘ a nese - 4 sat . - . . an . 7 = . . LA 
merica and the Caribbean caused by the ultrareactionary policy of the United 
States, and a document expressing support of the agreements of the World 
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for Peace and Life and Against Nuclear Wa 
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luring t idd reces sterday, the deputies saw the premier showing of 
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the documentary vondemn Me, It Doesn't Matter, by the Cuban fiimmaker 
4iguel rré The deputies were also presented with copies of the book 
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“ | o irr ¢ 














‘ . , ££ ( . a ] rr — = 
pre ent, represe iting 7 percent OT tne total ind consti 
the president of the Assembly initiated the discussi Mm of 
ng the interpretation of Article 50 of the Constitution of 


vr , ; a a, 4 7 ~atA +} ¢ : ge 
tnis connection, Flavio Bravo said na it is the fl1rst 


has taken up the interpretation of a constitutional article. 


ing the last parliamentary legislative session in the month 
\ssembly was assigned the task of making a very detailed 
t the sale of textbooks to students is a violation of 


onstitution.,. 


n he said that the study was made in the depth recuired by 
ree permanent commissions of the Assembly, and all of the 

itral state administration connected with education and the 
KS, aS well as the deputies who had issued opinions on the 


ced the report which was submitted for the consideration oj 
1s document was read by Deptity Antonio Martinez Rodriguez, 


4I fairs Commission. 


Constitutional and Juridica] 


, re os AT. Imanal a. oo vy miceci . nm { m< ; an 
t { iit? Per ianent Nat ] Mai F® ssemb] J Commi S 510ns On) onstitu 


Education, Science and Sports and Culture, Art 


sue raised, and having solicited the views of tt 

lve bodies responsible for education and the publication of 
King the authority conferred on the Nationa] People's 

ly Dy Paragraph C of Article 73 of the Constitution of the 


yunt, issued the following report: 


provided by Article 50 of the Constitution of the Republic 
nool materials for the exercise of the right to education 
rovides in all senses, and where textbooks are concerned, 
/ision for use during school courses, does not exclude the 


, ; . to ° "i r o 1-3 1 r co . . 
OOKS by Students Aas their personai possessions. 


the students to purchase books as their own possessions is 
le 22 of the Constitution, since in reality it is necessary 
POSS@SS1iONn Oj them pos sible ior tuture gra iuate 9 througt 
stent that the possibility exists, for later use as essen- 
ce, as well as the graduates’ 


ical, technical and cu 


, been read, the president of the Assembly called for debate 
He S KE d De puty A berto Gal vizu, Oj Plaza , to Spear , and he 
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in turn requested that Deputy Jose Ramon Fernandez explain how this decision 
will develop, in material terms, in higher education. Insisting on the 


point, he added that there are those among the students who interpret the 
ision to mean that the compulsory sale of books will be undertaken in all 
cases. He said that his interpretation of the report and related documenta- 


tion is that books will continue to be provided tree during course work, and 
that those students in higher educational institutions who so desire can if 
they wish purchase books as their personal possessions. 


Following a statement by Flavio Bravo, who pointed out that the report speaks 
of the sale of such books to the extent that the possibilities allow, Deputy 
Jose Ramon Fernandez took the floor. He said that, interpreting what Comrade 
Fidel Castro had said, truly reflecting the needs of the graduates, it is 
clear first of all that books can be sold, that is graduates of higher educa- 
tional institutions may possess the textbooks they use, since they constitute 
necessary working tools which must regularly be consulted in many cases. 


He added that this also proves true to a considerable extent for teachers and 
for graduates on the vocational technical level, who have textbooks they 
consult which are indispensable working tools. He explained that the idea 
was to clarify the constitutional principle, such that it will be possible, 
consistent with the needs and the potential of the country, to proceed with 
this supply or this availability of books for possession by the various 
graduates. 


And he made it clear that there is no thought at the present time of the 
possibility of selling all books, because this would perhaps involve a sudden 
increase in the demand, but that it would be a question of responding, in the 
case of the graduates of higher educational institutions, and insofar as pos- 
sible, those on the middle level, to the need for books which are important 
working tools for them. 


Deputy Francisco Penie, from Cerro, said that he sees no contradiction, be- 
cause collective use of the books can continue, although it has been demon- 
strated that in higher education materials for consultation are needed. In 
other words, the reasoning is that text materials should remain at the educa- 
tional center for common use, while students who sc desire, if they are able, 
may purchase these books as materials for consultation. 


Deputy Carlos Lage, of San Juan y Martinez, asked for the floor to state that 
he agreed with the interpretation set forth in the document. He also said 
that the opinion of the students on the measure which had just been explained 
was very positive. It was welcomed with considerable satisfaction. ‘This is 
a demand which has come from the university students, particularly those in 
medicine, who want to purchase books in order to keep them in their posses- 
sion and use them for consultation and study when they exercise their profes- 
sion,” he stressed. He emphasized that the source of the debate was the 
interpretation of the matter, and not how the students would view it, because 
it has been demonstrated that it meets their desires and the ability to con- 
tinue to use the books they studied during their courses reflects a major 
aspiration toward advancement. 











Fidel Castro's Speech 


When Lage had concluded, Fidel Castro asked for the floor to state that this 
analysis provides a lesson in how we should take up the problems having to do 
with legality and the Constitution in serious fashion. He also said that 
this was not approved earlier because there was a lack of total conviction 
and sufficient depth. 


“This is not a strategem or a trick in order to justify a measure. Thus it 
is clear that the Constitution provides for the possibility of studying free 
ot charge, and in fact what has been done is to lend books. The Constitution 
does not provide that it is necessary to make a gift of books, and so the 
books have been collected. Thus in recognizing this, we are remaining most 
strictly and rigorously within the law,” he added. 


He also said that, unfortunately, for all practical purposes it is not pos- 
sible to sell books as a rule now, because there are not enough. He added 
that the universities were considered initially, because it is really pro- 
fessionals who need these books for consultation. First consideration was 
given the School of Medicine, he said, and the hope of being able to do this 
with all students on the higher level was expressed. 


He added that it will perhaps be desirable to do this one day for students on 
the middle level and in the primary schools, as well, although it is not 
possible to sell them books now because the shortage makes it necessary to 
maintain them for use during a number of successive courses. ‘If perhaps we 
can do this now with the medical students,” he explained, “the idea is to be 
able to apply this criterion as we become able to do so to the other univer- 
sity students.” 


He also said that some of these books must be imported and paid for in 
foreign exchange, because it is not a question of the need to print more 
books alone. He also reported that medical books are printed here, although 
this represents an additional expenditure from the resources of the country. 
And then Fidel Castro went on to say: 


‘I believe that this problem will be entirely resolved in this way, but no 
one should harbor the fear that tomorrow we will begin to sell books to 
primary and secondary school students, because we lack the potential to do 
ag 


After saying that the subject had been discussed sufficiently and that a 
simple and correct solution had been found from the constitutional and 
juridical points of view, Flavio Bravo called for a vote on the report con- 
cerning the constitutional interpretation of Article 50, which was approved. 


The deputies then proceeded to consider the accounting reports of the pro- 
vincial assemblies, and in this connection they heard a special address by 
Eddy Fernandez Boada, president of the Provincial Assembly of Santiago de 
Cuba. 
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Opinion on the Provincial Assembly Accounting Reports 
f z 


Then Jose A. Gell Noa, president of the Commission on Local Organs of the 
People's Government and Complaints and Suggestions, read the opinion on the 
accounting reports of the provincial assemblies to the highest state govern- 
ment organ. 


Among the recommendations in the opinion was the completion, in the shortest 
possible time, of the new system of checking on the suggestions formulated 
by voters and the pertinent solutions, which is currently in the process of 
being prepared by the auxiliary offices of the National Assembly. 


It is also recommended that the State Committee on Labor and Social Security, 
jointly with the State Committee on Statistics, perfect the system of report- 
ing on the labor force employed by territory and volume and on the nature of 

the labor reserve. 


Another recommendation calls for adaptation of the training plans in trade, 
food and other services to the needs of the territories for each specialty by 
the provincial executive committees of the People's Government, with the 
assistance of the Ministry of Domestic Trade. 


Report on Santiago de Cuba 


Marcio Diego Vazquez, deputy for Minas de Matahambre, and vice president of 
the Commission on Local Organs of the People’s Government and Complaints and 
Suggestions, submitted to the National Assembly the opinion on the accounting 
report of the Provincial Assembly of Santiago de Cuba. 


The document recognizes the favorable results achieved in economic adminis- 
tration in Santiago de Cuba, the overfulfillment of the goods production plan 
and the significant growth achieved as compared to 1981. It stresses the 
fulfillment or overfulfillment of the plans in all sectors and the prominent 
role played in this achievement by the construction sector. It notes that 
all of this was achieved by maintaining “a favorable relationship overall 
between average wages and productivity.” 


Other important achievements of Santiago de Cuba in the economic sector which 
were mentioned in the opinion had to do with savings in the application 

the budget, which showed a surplus, the significant reduction in currency, 
and the major growth achieved in the delivery of boilers for exports, the 
largest anywhere in the country. 


Santiago de Cuba, the opinion says, fulfilled its sugar production plan in 
1981-1982 and increased coffee production over the preceding year, although 
it did not succeed in fulfilling its plan. It achieved success in savings, 
basically in fuels. In construction and transportation activities, both 
under local control, overfulfillment was achieved, although quality problems 
continued in construction. In the urban bus sector there was nonfulfillment, 
with lower totals than the preceding year both for passenger transport and in 
runs completed, having its main effect in urban transport in the provincial 
capital. 


91 














in trade, food and other services, the opinion praises the favorable situa- 
tion reflected in plan fulfillment and growth. 


Santiago de Cuba had a negative balance in the gathering of foodstuffs. 
Satisfactory results were noted in local industries. Education showed high 
indices for promotion and attendance, as well as work-study relations, and 
there was an increase in athletic facilities and activities, basically in the 
more distant corners of ‘he territory of Santiago. 


The efforts and the achievements in the realm of culture and the attention 
given to health are stressed in the report, which also recognizes what 
Santiago de Cuba achieved in this period in concern for defense, “both in the 
organization and training of MTT units and in civil defense activities and 
the military committees.” 


In another connection, the document says that, although in general the 
results in the execution of communal service plans were satisfactory, water 
supply suffered some setbacks due to the drought and the poor condition of 


technical net.orks, and “there are difficulties in the daily garbage collec- 
tion schedule.” 
\part from “some shortcomings still to be found in organic functioning, the 


province, the opinion says, “has worked consistently to fulfill the resolu- 
tion approved by the Second Congress of the Party on the perfecting of the 
organs of people's government with broad mass participation, showing undeni- 
able advances in the results obtained.” 


Kecommendations 


particular recommendations for the province of Santiago de Cuba, the 
commission suggested that “the Provincial Executive Committee and the cor- 
responding Municipal Executive Committee should continue to provide maximum 
support for the coffee recovery and harvest policy, bearing in mind that, 
nationally, Santiago de Cuba is the most important province in this major 
production sector.” 


later proposal by Deputy Jorge Risquet, unanimously approved shortly 
thereafter by the Assembly, expanded this recommendation as follows: ‘To 
continue and increase attention to the production of fruits and vegetables in 
order to achieve the levels necessary to satisfy the needs of the population 
in the near future.” 


The second recommendation contained in the opinion urges “continuation of 
priority attention to the urban bus service in Santiago de Cuba, with appli- 
cation of all the measures which might contribute to improving the technical 
coefficient for the available fleet, with an appeal to the locally or nation- 
ally controlled enterprises which can contribute, to a greater or lesser 
extent, to achieving this goal, for their cooperation.” 


The opinion concludes with the proposal that the National Assembly make an 
“acknowledgment of the work done in the province within the framework of the 


30th anniversary of the attack on the Moncada Barracks.” 
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It was also recommended that the study of the schedules of the retail units 
be completed this year and that the application of the results thereof be 
undertaken as soon as possible. 


Other points dealt with in the recommendations had to do with the approval of 
the measures required to ensure collection of empty bottles and plastic con- 
tainers so as to guarantee that they do not accumulate at the units, and the 
undertaking of a study on the potential for increasing production and re- 
covery of replacement parts in all the units under the juris?! tion of the 
provincial and municipal executive committees of the People's Government. 


Discussion of the Opinions 


The first speech after the debate began was the combative and enthusiastic 
statement by Deputy Julia Mustelier, who read a telegram sent to the Assembly 
by the workers at the North Children’s Teaching Hospital hailing the public 
health and Santiago de Cuba reports and acknowledging the support provided to 
the Model Units Movement by Jose Ramon Balaguer. In the telegram this unit 
promised to work to achieve that status in salute to the 26 July holiday. 


A proposal which was then put forth by Deputy Jesus Diaz Mayor of Batabano 
was unanimously approved by the Assembly. Diaz asked that the recommenda- 
tions in the opinion on the accounting reports of the provincial assemblies 
include a statement of the need to increase efforts to improve the arum 
planting and cultivation plans, so as to make possible fulfillment of the 
plans for delivery of this product to the people, bearing in mind that it is 
a part of the diet provided to invalids, children and the elderly. Deputy 
Diaz Mayor supported this proposal in his analysis of the report to which 
this opinion refers, which admits that “the current production of arum in 
both sectors is not sufficient to provide for the minimum consumption estab- 
lished for children's nurseries, hospitals and medical diets.” 


The combativity of the eastern provinces was again made evident in the fol- 
lowing address delivered by Deputy Luis Kivero Kodriguez of Palma Soriano. 

He stressed that despite the favorable balances seen in the report on 
Santiago de Cuba, “we citizens of Santiago, as Cubans, are never satisfied or 
content with what has been achieved, and we propose to transform this year 
into a period of new triumphs.” After noting the successes achieved in the 
coffee and sugar harvests, in education, defense and the Model Units 
Movement, Rivera Rodriguez stressed that “Santiago is and will be present in 
the struggle for the future with increased hatred of the imperialist enemy.” 


Deputy Jose R. Lamar Mas, from bejucal, then spoke on the report on the 
fulfillment of some of the resolutions of the Assembly in earlier periods. 
He urged that the meeting “not leave gaps,” since, he said, the opinions 
presented say that some earlier resolutions are still in effect, but the 
deputies have no knowledge of what has been achieved in fulfillment of them. 
An explanatory statement by the secretary of the National Assembly, Jose 
Aranaburo, cited Article 38 of the bylaws of the highest state government 
organ, calling for checking of the resolutions “when needed.” He added that 
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the commissions are cont inually making such a review of the resolutions and 


are systematically reporting on all of the factors involved. 


Deputy Lamar reiterated his criticisms, arguing that not all of the deputies 
have general knowledge of the resolutions adopted by the various Assembiy 
commissions, and that he had the impression that some matters remained within 


the scope of the commissions as such, 


Deputy Luis Mendez More jon, of La Habana Vieja, provided the explanations 
which guided this portion of the debate. He said that prior to each period 
of sessions, all of the commissions meet and study the implementation of the 
resolutions and draft reports in this connection. He agreed that in fact 
flexible methods of informing all of the deputies of these reports prior to 
the Assembly sessions should be found. President Flavio Bravo agreed on the 
need to which Deputy Lamar had called attention. He urged that work be con- 
tinued to make the information mechanisms more flexible, and he urged that 
the Assembly work zealously “so that no resolution will go unfulfi! 
unreported to the deputies.” 


Cooperativization and the Battle for Profitability 


Deputy Jose Ramirez Cruz then spoke about the overlapping in the important 
land cooperativiza*ion sector and the support given it by the people's 

government. He st essed the fact that almost 50 percent of the peasants 
land has to date bren cooperativized. In this connection, he suggested that 


the Assembly recomnend that the People's Government continue to play an ever 
, the importance of which to the development 
of the people, to reforestation and the availability of exportable funds is 

well known, Ramirez said that the People’s Government could provide substan- 
tial aid in such area as cultivation, housing, roads, sports, recreation and 
even helping the cooperatives in statistical and accounting matters. 


more active role in this process 


Deputy Juan Antonio Bravo Mendez of Camaguey expressed concern about the pos- 
sibility that, if the proposal by Pepe Ramirez were approved, the interpre- 
tation might be that the People's Government is not at present playing such 
an active role. He cited the tasks carried out in the process of transfer- 
ring peasant families to new buildings, the concern devoted to mercantile 
funds, roads and other spheres and activities. However, he admitted that 
“more is better,” and expressed agreement with the recommendation that the 
organs Of People's Government increase their work in support of the coopera- 
tive movement because, as Pepe Ramirez went on to say, “it is not merely a 
matter of cooperativizing but also of consolidating the work done.” 


The Assembly unanimously approved this recommendation. Flavio bravo said 
that this session period should certainly not fail to rule on this most 
important process, which has played a basic role in the cane and non-cane 
sectors. The People's Government, he stressed, should support the coopera- 
tives even more, 


The next speaker was Deputy Jorge Risquet, who proposed a supplement to the 
} i , , j } i 
first of the recommendations contained in the report on the province of 
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mtiago de Cuba and previously outlined, Kisquet also proposed that this 
focument contain specittie recognition of the continulny struggle waged in 
this province tor the carly tulfillment of the economic plans, the increases 
in productivity and profitability and a tavorable declining “peso cost” 
ratio. He recalled that the party secretariat term “the work outstanding, 
systematic anc successful in Santiago in the decisive aspect of achieving 
economic etficiency,” and he said that in making this suggestion, he was 
seering not only to provide Santiago with the recognition it merited, but 
also to provide an “impetus to the struggle we are waging on tte national 


level,” 


The recommendation by Comrade Kisquet was approved by the Assembly, which 
agreec to add the following statement in the first paragraph of the opinion: 
‘In the past 5 years, production has increased (in Santiago de Cuba) by 
almost 4O percent, contributing more than 50 percent of the increase in 
productivity.” This will be followed by this sentence, as a separate para- 
graph: “The continuing battle for profitability being waged in the province 
of Santiago de Cuba has achieved appreciable results, affecting a larger 
number of economic bodies every year,” 


when the morning session resumed after the recess, Deputy Faustino Perez, of 
Manzanillo, took the {floor to speak briefly about the accounting reports of 
the provincial assemblies of the People's Covernment submitted to the 
National Assembly. He stressed their importance, not only as a means of 
informing the deputies, but for providing the people in general with know- 
ledge of the work which has been done, He said that at the beginning, the 
opinion said that the report submitted by the provinces showed shortcomings, 
because figures and other important elements were omitted as well as, in 
some cases, even the activities of whole sectors included in the guides and 
methodological instruction sent out, Also, the majority of the provinces 
failed to turn in their reports on time. 


Concerning this matter, the deputy called attention to the fact that the 
provinces should take the pertinent steps to correct this situation, and he 
proposed that the recommendations include an exhortation to the correction 


of these shortcomings, above all on the basis of the fact that there are 
methodological norms yoverning the drafting of these reports. 


He went on to discuss the report of the province of Santiago de Cuba, an. ‘ve 
said that it was very complete, However he noted that the only reference 
available to the other provincial reports was the summary made by the 


Nationa l Assem b!} Y- 


Deputy Faustino Perez said that the Santiago de Cuba report reflected im- 
proving work, but that he also had knowledge of similar improving work under 
way inal] provinces, through which one could apprectate the role played by 
the various organs of people's government. He stressed the work of Santiago 
de Cuba in education, but above all, he spoke of the Model Units Movement 
launched in that eastern province In the service sector, which is precisely 
where the People's Government has had the most difficulty in ensuring an 
advance, He said that the shortcomings and the problems encountered in 


e 
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rvice to the people are noted daily, and in this sector {it has been ditt 
cult to find the mechanisms to correct the situation, although this does not 


mean that proy ress has not been made, 


Speaking at length about the Model Units Movement initiated in Santiago de 

, he said that the prospects are excellent because a real mass movement 
has developed there around this effort headed by the party, the People's 
Government and the trade unions. Therefore he proposed that it be specified 
in one of the recommendations that great care and rigor should be observed in 
this connection, so as to avoid loss of prestige and also to extend the prac- 
tice in Santiago de Cuba to other areas. In that province, the masses, the 
workers, the clients of service centers, and even the residents in the neigh- 
borhoods havethe last word in awarding this status to a service center, but 
it can also lose that status if at any time a shortcoming in service to the 
public is reported, 


He also urged the drafting of a regulation to provide norms for the Mode] 
, 90 that it can truly become a national success and so its 


effects can be seen in the Improvement of services. 


In connection with local industry in Santiago de Cuba, Deputy Faustino Perez 
said that there has been a lag in comparison to other provinces, in constru 
tion materials in particular. In that sector the figures are very low, not 
even reaching last year's total of a million pesos. He compared these re- 
sults with those in Sancti Spiritus, which ezceeded 3 million pesos, There- 
fore he suggested that in addition to congratulating the province on the 
effort made, the need for a greater effort in this very important activity of 


the People's Government should also be noted. 


lavio Bravo submitted the first proposal to a vote, and it was unanimously 
approved, Various speeches were made in connection with a second proposal) 
concerning the care and concern with the strictness observed in spreading the 


Mode!] Units Movement. 


Deruty Rene Lara of Sagua de JSanamo stated that there are regulations pro- 
viding norms for the movement which are being applied in al] the provinces 
and are being discussed in the units, on the basis of the experience in 
Santiago de Cuba. He also noted that the criterion used calls for refusing 
to award model unit status if all of the steps have not really been carried 
out, with a preterence for having only one or two model units in a province 
rather than attempting to make this movement 4a mass activity to the detriment 
of quality. He pointed to the city of Havana, which has only awarded the 
model unit status to one service unit, 48 an example. He said that this 
provides an illustration of the seriousness with which the Ministry of 
Domestic Trade and the trade unions have approached the task in the service 
sector, consulting the views of the people clients and the press before 
awarding this title. 


’ 


Deputy Elia Garcia Patino from Placetas then expressed agreement with the 
view of Deputy Faustino Perez, and said that the suggestion made could be 
included in the ninth recommendation. 
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from suggesting that this movement is generalized throughout the provinces 

nd ali service sectors, wi ois not exactly true, He said that the medica] 
workers trade union has analyzed this matter and believes that it is not 
entire 4 4DDLICaA Dle for a number of reasons to this nealth sector , although 
it also belleves that it is a great step forward and is a factor giving 
further dynamism to competition, For this reason, the trade union decided 
not to extend it to the entire country until the movement has Leen properly 
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orcnestrated » as the trade and food indust ry ger tors were able to do, 
[he speaker went on to discuss the special characteristics of the hospital 


P 4 4 at ! 4 g F ‘ 1 : he P P P P P 
ang heaith care centers, and he asvred that each trade union adapt the regula- 


tions to the specific conditions in its sector. 
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Hospital, and he saw how it was the patients themselves who gave their views 


about the service provided at the health center 


, along with the workers and 


Zz 
big proposal in question was submitted to a vote and was unanimously 


approved. 
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He then asked that two recommendations be made, calling for the People's 
Government organs on the provincial and municipal level to adopt the measures 
necessary to put this activity on the same level as the other components in 
the Economic Management System, and calling for a study of the causes under- 
lying the exodus of technicians from some places, for wage reasons in partic- 
ular. 


Flavio Bravo recalled that standardization, measurement and quality control 
constitute a new sector of activity, and it cannot he expected to reach the 
same level as the others. He urged that an explanation be provided to the 
deputies by those knowledgeable on the subject, to which end he asked the 
Assembly to allow Eduardo Quesada, first vice minister of the State Committee 
on Standardization, who was attending as a guest, to speak. 


Comrade Quesada then explained that this activity began to develop in 19/6, 
and its first, national standards were approved 2 years later. He said that 
this work had been organized throughout the country, and that currently the 
complex of national standards comes to more than 15,000 documents. There is 
state measurement control in the enterprises, and more than 50 laboratories 
engaged in these activities. He said that with regard to quality, basic 
systems were initially created, and today the State Committee for Standard- 
ization is certifying the quality of a substantial volume of products which 
enjoy merited prestige. He expressed the view that although advances have 
been achieved, still more are possible. Concerning the wage problem, he said 
that this is now being studied on the competent levels. 


Deputy Rosa America Colas deemed it advisable not to insist on ber point, but 
she said that what is happening at the base is not the same as what is seen 
on other levels, because they were not using the same criteria described by 
Comrade Quesada. 


Deputy Lionel Soto of Diez de Octubre said that the comments of Deputy Rcsa 
America were correct in general terms, and although this report was not the 
place to include what she suggested, the importance of what she said should 
indeed be stressed, because if we speaking of standardization, measurement 
and quality control now, these categories did exist and were known earlier. 
What is happening is that many quality control measures were lost and are now 
being reestablished. 

He then went on to discuss the advantages of quality control, standardization 
and measurement. hut he said that the most important aspect where these 
categories are concerned is quality, in which connection the economy must 
make an even greater effort because of the resulting benefit. for this 
reason he proposed that this document emphasize the struggle for quality. 


Flavio Bravo explained that the report refers to various quality problems, 
but that this could be included. 


This was unanimously approved. 
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Publication of Keport Proposed 


Deputy Alfredo Guevara, of Plaza, took the floor to make a proposal. He be- 
gan by discussing the Santiago de Cuba report, and he said that in view of 
the approaching anniversary of the attack on the Moncada Barracks and the 
importance of that city to our history and the life of our people, this docu- 
ments represents an account of a true revolutionary triumph. He expressed 
the view that the report should be made known not only to our people but to 
the world, “because the results of the revolutionary process in Santiago de 
Cuba are truly a very special triumph of the Cuban revolution.” He framed 
this suggestion as a proposal. 


On the other hand, regarding the submission of the provincial reports, and 
that from Santiago de Cuba in particular, he discussed the way in which the 
cultural sector was approached. He endorsed the assessment made of the ad- 
vances achieved in this sector, both in Santiago and in the other provinces 
as a whole, but he said that thought could be given to the future, to new 
indices which would be qualitative as well, although the quantitative indices 
are important, too. 


In support of Guevara's initial proposal, the president of the Assembly said 
that what has been achieved in Santiago de Cuba is something so great that a 
single province can be compared with the development not of just one, but of 
several Latin American countries. 


Pursuing this matter, Deputy Jacinto Cespeses of Camaguey, after expressing 
the view that much has been done in all of the provinces, and that the work 
of the revolution is outstanding on its own, he said he did not regard 
Guevara's proposal as necessary. During his speech he recalled that during 
the discussion on public health, he thought “about the misfortunes we sif- 
fered in the rural sector, what had happened in our own lives, when we went 
to a doctor and were given a prescription for a little girl who was practi- 
cally dying. They gave us a prescription, and with 5 pesos in our pockets, 
we went to the pharmacy and were told that the medicine, Quemisulfan B--I 
will never forget this--cost 13.70 pesos for a little vial.” 

His words launched an interesting dialogue between that deputy and Army 
General Kaul Castro, who asked him if he had children. 


“This little girl of whom I spoke was my daughter, and she is now a basic 
secondary school teacher, thanks to the revolution,” Deputy Cespedes 
answered, 


Raul Castro then inquired about the age of the young woman, and Cespedes res- 
pornded that she is now 29. The second secretary of the party then commented: 
“She was a little girl when the revolution triumphed.” He went on to ask the 
deputy: “Do you not feel the need for us to publish many of these facts for 
the approximately 50 percent of our population which had barely reached the 
ige of reason, or had not even been born, when the revolution triumphed, so 
that this new generation will not experience what you and many of us may have 
gone through . 
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The deputy said yes, he did. 


Raul Castro voiced his support for Deputy Guevara's proposal and said that it 
could be accepted as homage to the citizens of Santiago on the 30th anniver- 
sary o1 the attack on the Moncada Barracks. 


In a short statement, Fidel Castro said that the deputy from Camaguey had 
commented that the successes of the revolution are to be found in all the 
provinces, “This is true,” he said, “for any province can subrit a report, 
but Santiago de Cuba has achieved some successes which we must try to extend 
to all the provinces.” 


He also said that the people of Santiago are many years ahead in education, 
and he added that what is under Jiscussion is a 1982 report, while in 1983 
they may submit an even better report, with all that is being done in the 
enthusiasm for the 30th anniversary of the Moncada Barracks attack. 


Guevara's proposal was submitted to a vote and was approved. 


Deputy Ana Rey Martinez of Ciego de Avila took the floor to recommend that 
the creation of homes for children lacking paternal support and schools for 
bovs under 13 with behavioral problems, such as are found in the province of 
Avila, be extended to the other provinces. 


Continuing with the discussion of the subject of the accounting reports of 
the Provincial People's Government Assembly, Deputy Georgelina Miranda of 
Holguin proposed that a recommendation for priority or centralization of work 
within agriculture in connection with storage be included among the others in 
the opinion, She said her proposal took into account what the provincial 
reports said, indicating a decline of 16 percent in the storage of fruits and 
vegetables and other foodstuffs. 


Expanding her proposal, she said that she urged that a recommendation be 
included encouraging a whole project, both state and private, for the storage 
of farm products, and a focus of attention by the Ministry of Agricultural on 
this project through the local organs in the provinces and municipalities 
themselves. This proposal was approved. 


Deputy Jesus Montane of Isla de la Juventud (Isle of Youth) then took the 
floor to discuss the report submitted by the province of Santiago de Cuba, 
which he described as magnificent, and the opinion read by Deputy Marcia 
Diego Vazquez recommending approval of the accounting report submitted by the 
Santiago de Cuba People's Government Assembly and an expression of recogni- 
tion by the highest People's Government organ of the work done by the prov- 
ince in the context of the 30th anniversary of the attack on the Moncada 
Barracks, “We want to add our support to this recommendation,” he added. 


Flavio Bravo said that a proposal had already been made by Deputy Rene 
Penalver for a salute to the farm and forestry workers of Santiago de Cuba. 
And he emphasized that with the recommendation by Montane, not only these 
workers would be included, but all of those who labor in the province of 
Santiago de Cuba. 
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And the president of tne National People's Government Assembly then went on 
to say: 


“We will vote on this proposal by Comrade Montane that we hail the magnifi- 
cent work done by the province of Santiago de Cuba.” His words, to which the 
response was an ovation, were confirmed by the deputies by a unanimous vote. 


Closing Out the 1982 Budget 


The afternoon session, the last in this fourth regular period of the Second 
Legislature of our highest state government organ, began with a proposal made 
by Jorge Lezcano, vice president of the National Assembly, for solidarity 
with the Chilean people. It was approved, to the accompaniment of enthusias- 
tic applause by the deputies. They all provided evidence in this way of 
identification with the struggle of this brotherly people. 


Francisco Garcia Valls, president of the State Committee for Finance, read 
the report on the closing out of the 1982 state budget to the deputies. 


In his explanation, he noted the fact that while the implementation of the 
expenditure plan was effected as scheduled, an increase of 3.1 percent was 
seen in income. These results were attributed to the activities encouraging 
savings on expenditures, the increase in the efficiency of the economy and 
the development of the consumer goods market, implemented in satisfactory 
fashion throughout the year with a view to offsetting the adverse situation 
with regard to freely convertible foreign exchange. 


Deputy Jose A. Veitia then proceeded to read the opinion on the report of the 
closing out of the 1982 budget. Deputy Veitia heads the Commission on Over- 
all Economic Activities. 


In one of the parts of the opinion, it was said that “the implementation of 
the state budget during 1982 reflected favorable developments, since the 
deficit proved 248.6 million pesos less than was estimated in the budget 
announced, and in addition was 603.5 million less than the deficit incurred 
in 1981.” 


It was also noted that “despite the fact that expenditures for the financing 
of the productive sector exceeded the estimates, they were nonetheless sub- 
stantially lower than those reported in 1981.” 


The opinion recognized that “the execution of the provincial budgets showed 
substantial overfulfillment for income by far exceeding the excess reported 
for expenditures.” 


The opinion said that “it can be concluded from an analysis of the report 
that favorable results have been achieved, both in connection with the 
announced budget and in comparison with the preceding year, a comparison 
which is even more positive if we analyze the development of the provincial 
budgets.” 
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But the opinion also explained that “it is evident that shortcomings still 
remain in the management and control of the economy, and that it is necessary 
to improve the relationship between the Single Economic and Social Develop- 
ment Plan and the budget, which will make it possible to predict more pre- 
cisely how the latter can be implemented.” 


Within the complex of recommendations in the opinion, one of its six points 
suggests that the Central Planning Council and the State Finance Committee 

“orchestrate the additional measures needed to ensure a better analysis and 
discussion of cost, profits and profitability plans, so as to improve their 
quality and adapt them better to real enterprise potential.” 


Another of the recommendations calls for “the organs of state central admin- 
istration and the local organs of the People's Government to increase con- 
trols over the implementation of the measures making it possible to increase 
savings in enterprises and budget-supported bodies.” 


Both the report and the opinion of the commission were approved without 
amendment by the deputies. 


Accounting Report of the Supreme People's Court 


During the afternoon, Deputy Jose Raul Amaro Salup, president of the Supreme 
People's Court (TSP) submitted the introduction to the accounting report of 
that judicial organ on its work during the past year to the plenary session. 


The document said that the work continued to advance, with changes in the 
critical situations which existed, the elimination of lags and the correction 
or improvement in the notable shortcomings traditionally encountered in the 
courts. 


In this connection, it said that these advances are neither occasional nor 
accidental, but reflect continuing and methodical work subject to controls 
and with a high level of demand, despite the serious problems faced during 
the period, which have become more acute in 1983. 


The report stressed that in the penal realm, a new labor estimate was made 
for last year, which included all of the provincial courts, and on the basis 
of that experience, the same could be done for this year. 


It said that despite the difficulties encountered by the TSP, in view of the 
lack of the minimum number of technical cadres required, studies and research 
were pursued on the traditional problems in jurisdictional activity, yielding 
results making it possible to take concrete steps which have substantially 
reduced some of these situations. 


During the period being assessed, exigency and rigor reached higher levels. 
The policy of prophylaxis and breeding out of the ranks which this court organ 
has pursued steadily and firmly is proof of this. 











Among the tasks executed by this institution during 1982 were visits of 
various sorts to the lower court instances to provide aid, advice, control 
and supervision. National meetings on the expert and leadership level were 
held and overall analyses of the work were carried out. 


The summary of the report showed that the coordination of work with the 
MININT [Ministry of the Interior] and the Office of the Public Prosecutor of 
the Republic was deepened, with a view to dealing more effectively with crime 
and antisocial conduct, and that relations with the Ministry of Justice 
developed positively. 


As to the attention devoted to the suggestions of the citizenry, it was 
stated that very special concern and consistent treatment was provided here. 
It was also stressed that the complaints about delays in the holding of oral 
hearings have virtually ceased. 


[t was noted that the TSP cooperated closely with the Ministry of Justice in 
the development of the technical advancement courses for professional judges, 
among other ways and means of increasing qualification. 


On the subject of the jurisdictional work of the TSP, it was stated that all 
of the chambers fully carried out their tasks, despite the increasing diffi- 
culties faced because of the increase in the number of cases filed, particu- 
larly in penal matters, to which is added the diminishing pool of judges. 


The text of the report stressed that the courts have consistently and firmly, 
but without exaggeration or arbitrary actions, maintained a strict policy in 
dealing with crime. 


In discussing the quality of the work of the provincial courts, the report 
said that the number of sentences revoked, both on questions of form and 
foundation, is ever smaller. However, the need for continued intensive work 
in this direction was stressed. 


It was noted that a trend toward a decrease in the postponement of oral 
hearings and dismissals in penal matters can be seen, such that in the early 
months of this year, the lowest levels ever for these significant indices of 
jurisdictional work were reached. 


Finally, the summary of the report stressed that the resolution approved by 


the Sixth Plenum provides the people's courts with a basic tool for project- 
ing their activity, and thanks to the concern shown by the party and Com- 
mander in Chief Fidel Castro and the support of the National Assembly, the 


court workers, of whom honesty, modesty and a revolutionary spirit are 
characteristic, will be able to carry out the mission entrusted to them by 
the people. 


At the conclusion of the reading of this document, Deputy Andres J. Leiva 
Castro, a member of the Commission on Constitutional and Juridical Affairs, 
read the opinion on the report, in which various recommendations for the 
future work of the TSP were included. 
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Since none of the deputies asked for the floor to discuss either the report 
or the opinion, the president of the National Assembly put both documents to 
a vote and both were unanimously approved. 


Accounting Report ot the Public Prosecutor 


Deputy Idalberto L. de Guevara, in his capacity as attorney general, then 
read the accounting report of the Office of the Public Prosecutor of the 
Republic for 1982, including some updates of figures and inivr.ation on this 
department ior the first 5 months of the present year. 


In his statement he said that as can be seen from the document submitted for 
the consideration of the Assembly, the achievement of major advances in the 
administration of the public prosecutor's office are beyond challenge. How- 
ever, he said, there are still some shortcomings to be overcome and diffi- 
culties to be dealt with in order to continue to advance toward higher goals 
in our basic objective--controlling socialist legality. 


He said that “it is necessary to continue to work on fiscal control in the 
preparatory stage, with a view to improving its quality both in form and in 
content. It is necessary even further to improve the quality of accusatory 
findings and the role played by the prosecutors in oral proceedings, as well 
as control of the jurisdictional activity of the courts. Greater depth is 
needed in the tasks involved in prosecutors’ affirmations, and crime preven- 
tion work and publicity concerning the socialist legality must be perfected. 
All of these are aspects which are of singular importance.” 


After reporting that the work developed thus far this year has improved, in 
terms of many of the basic indicators, in comparison to the same period of 
1982, he said that “we will continue to struggle and to make an effort to be 
more efficient every day in fulfilling the tasks entrusted to us. We will be 
more exigent and energetic with every passing day in dealing with criminal 
and antisocial conduct and any violation of our laws. Like all of our 
people, we will work tirelessly to make it possible to achieve the economic 
and social goals established by the party and the state in this year of the 
30th anniversary of the Moncada Barracks attack.” 


The opinion on the report of the prosecutor general was read to the Asse~»ly 
by Deputy Felix Moreno Suarez, a member of the Commission on Constitutiona. 
and Juridical Affairs. It assessed a number of positive results achieved in 
the administration of this body, such as the decline in the number of prelin- 
inary stage criminal cases filed within the jurisdiction of the provincial 
courts, more effective control over charges and the pertinent investigations, 
the handling of cases, the formulation of conclusions and the conduct of oral 
proceedings, which have contributed to improving efficiency in the adminis- 
tration of justice. 


The body of recommendations issued by the commission called for, among other 
things, continued perfecting of the organized and systematic participation by 
the public prosecutor in dealing with criminal activities, and coordination 
to this end with the TSP and the Ministry of Interior, with maintenance of 


105 











strict and exigent control over the pursuit of cases in the preparatory 
stage, following the legal procedures until the criminal act and the circum- 
stances have been clarified and the perpetrator identified, in order to avoid 
unnecessary delay in the handling of such cases. 


Finally, in its opinion the commission expressed the view that advances can 
be seen in relation to the preceding period, that the main problems have been 
identified and that consistent work is being done to eliminate them. It 
therefore proposed that the report submitted by the public prosecutor be 
approved. 


Interesting Dialogue 


Initiating the debate on the two documents, Deputy Alberto Galvizu of Plaza 
urged that a study be made by the proper Assembly commission on the problem 
of young people involved in crime. 


Deputy Viima Espin, president of the Commission on Youth, Children and Equal 

Rights for Women explained that this group has undertaken a number of studies 
on the subject, some of the results of which will be proposed for considera- 

tion during the next period of National Assembly sessions. 


The public prosecutor of the republic also announced, in this connection, 
that his office is working with the UJC [Union of Young Communists] on a 
series of tasks related to young people's and children's concerns. 


In answer to a question from Commander in Chief Fidel Castro about whether 
certain behavior problems involving some groups of young people in the capi- 
tal nave a parallel incidence in other provinces, an interesting dialogue 
developed. The participants included Minister of Education Jose Ramon 
Fernandez; Lazaro Vazquez, first secretary of the party in Camaguey; Vilma 
Espin, president of the FMC [Federation of Cuban Women]; Ernesto Vera, 
president of the Commission on Culture, Arts and Recreation; Carlos Lage, 
first secretary of the UJC; and Martin Costa, a carriage builder at the 
Guana jay Automotive Enterprise 3. During the discussion, various aspects of 
the subject were set forth. 


Fidel Castro asked several questions pertaining to the education and percen- 
tage of students in secondary education enrolled in tne rural school plans 
and those having double class sessions. 


Fernandez responded that the national rural enrollment average is 96 percent 
for the secondary level and 95 percent for pre-university institutions, and 
concerning double sessions, he explained chat on the primary level the 
national enrollment is 43 percent, but that there have been limitations, 
involving school premises above all, on the secondary level. He said that of 
1,100,000 students, there would be something like 200,000 boarders. 


Commander in Chief Fidel Castro then said that a solution would have to be 
drafted for the double sessions in secondary schools which would not involve 
great social expenditures, and he asked about the number of schools which 
would have to be built, the teaching personnel, etc. 
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Ernesto Vera spoke of the free time and recreation of the young people 
going beyond what is now traditional--dances, movies, the beach, in other 
words with a larger number of options for the young people. He further 


announced that the commission he heads is working on a study on this matter. 


Martin Costa, for his part, spoke of the situation in which many young people 
find them:_ives in their studies and general behavior, very often linked with 
problems in their homes. 


Carlos Lage said that the problems which young penple may encounter should be 
viewed integrally by society, and he spoke of the efforts undertaken to build 
facilities for the Pioneers, to develop areas for camping bases, and to 
organize productive work for the students during vacation time, among other 
possible solutions to the problem of better use of the free time of young 
people and children. 





Another aspect dealt with in connection with the report of the public prose- 
cutor was traffic accidents. On this subject Deputy Galvizu expressed con- 
cern. Deputy Pascual Martinez Gil, vice minister of interior, set forth a 
set of figures showing a substantial decrease, from 27,000 in 1979 to 18,000 
in 1982, in such accidents, and he described the steps which have been taken 
to ensure continuation of this downward trend. 


Deputy Ramiro Valdes also spoke in this connection, making certain compari- 
sons between the number of accidents, deaths and injuries which occurred in 
1981 and 1982, showing a decline in all three. 


Following the discussion, both documents, the report of the Office of the 
Public Prosecutor and the opinion on it, were submitted to a vote and were 
unanimously approved. 


Appeal to the Parliaments of the World 


A draft appeal from the National People's Government Assembly to the par- 
liaments and parliamentarians throughout the world, which was unanimously 
approved, was read by Faustino Perez, president of the National Assembly 
Commission on Foreign Affairs. It made it clear that the parliamentarians 
of Cuba, meeting in the Fourth Regular Session of the Second Legislature, 
feel deep concern about the serious deterioration of the situation in Cent 
America and the Caribbean caused by the ultrareactionary policy of the gov- 
ernment of the United States, which is putting worlid peace in danger. 


World Assembly for Peace and Life and Against Nuclear War 


Work on the agenda for this period of sessions was concluded with the ap- 
proval of a resolution supporting the statements of the World Assembly for 
Peace and Life and Against Nuclear War, which was held in Prague, Czecho- 
slovakia, from 21 to 26 June, with more than 4,000 delegates from 132 coun- 
tries attending. They represented all races, ideologies and political 
positions, as well as 1,843 organizations representing nations, workers, 
peasants, religious groups, churches, women, young people, students, writers, 
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irtists, scientists, professional people and athletes, and 106 nongovernmen- 
tal and |) intergovernmental international organizations, plus 4 number of 


peace movements representing various peoples. 


In presenting the draft resolution, Eduardo &. Ordaz, deputy for the munici- 


pality of Boyeros and a member of the National Assembly Commission on Foreiyv 
Affairs, said that the motion approved in Prague called for tr sil the ce 


gates to publicize among their respective peoples and througn various orzan- 
izations all that was agreed upon there, based on two essential points: who 
does not want a confrontation and why, and who does want one 


Next Period of Sessions 


Vice President Jorge Lezcano, “pursuant to the norm established by our 
Assembly,” proposed that the Ministry of Communications report on the 
development of its work at the next session in December, “in view of the 
close working links with the local organs of the People’s Government, and the 
fact that their activities, in turn, are very important to the whole of the 
economie and social development of the country.” This proposal was approved. 


It was also agreed to recommend that the comrades of the City of Havana Pro- 
vincial People's Government Assembly submit their report in December. 


‘ 


At about 7 pm, Flavio Bravo, the president of the Assembly, made his conclud- 
ing remarks. 


Flavio Bravo Speech 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Jul &3 p 2 
(Text| The following 16 the speech delivered by Flavio Bravo at the conclu- 


sion of the Fourth Regular Session of the Second Legislature of the National 
People's Government Assembly. 





“Comrade deputies: We have covered all the points we established in the 
avyenda, 





In the course of our assembly, Comrade Fidel Castro has made numerous, exten- 
sive and most important statements, which I would say in reality constitute 
the conclusions of this Assembly. In addition, we will hear the words we all 
expect of him on the day which marks the glortous 30th anniversary of the 
attack on the Moncada Barracks (applause). 


The difficult task of saying a few words, not by way of conclusion or 
summary, but simply to conclude this important Assembly, falls to me. 


We belleve that we have had an excellent discussion on problems of great 


interest to our people, 


| would like to emphasize the tremendous importance of the Public Health Law 


we approved yesterday, which is necessary to provide 4a juridical foundation 
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for the new relations created by the grandiose development of the public 
health services in our country, 





fhe report of the MINSAP [Ministry of Public Health] is a kind of accounting 
by the revolution on this most important front, one of the most human and 
successful proyrams it has undertaken under the personal and direct leader- 
ship, sponsorship and initiative of Comrade Fidel Castro, 


Future Public Health Development 


Yesterday we heard the head of the revolution outline a vast program for the 
subsequent development of the health sector under the new conditions created, 
which fLllls us all with confidence in our strength and in the future, 


This initiative in the direction of a search for health for all being pursued 
in Cuba wil! benefit not only our people but also the other brotherly peoples 
in a true and exemplary internationalist action. 


These successes in the health sector in themselves justify all of the efforts 
and all of the sacrifices made by our people, and they provide an eloquent 
example for all the countries in the Third World, The abysmal lag in the 
underdeveloped countries can only be overcome by a true and authentic revo- 
lution like ours, which has monolithically united our people and created a 
great and indestructible political force. Only with a revolution like ours 
can one resolve the gigantic and dramatic problems of health, food, educa- 
tion, housing and national independence being experienced by the underdevel- 
oped countries. As Comrade Fidel Castro said yesterday, “the Cuban style has 
become the style of the revolution of the Third World.” 


The accounts rendered by the provinces constitute an example of the success 
achieved by the institutions of the People's Government created by the revo- 
lution, We have heard how the administrative and government management has 
improved and about the attention devoted to education, health and mainte- 
nance, We have heard about the battle against criminal activities, the im- 
provement of some services, and how our soctalist democracy is being expanded 
and perfected, We have heard how its cadres are being developed on al] 
levels and about the notable improvement in the administrative work by dele- 
, deputies, administrative offices and the municipal and provincial 
assemblies and executive committees of the People's Covernment. 


Zales 


The attendance of some 86.2 percent of the voters at the accounting assem- 
blies of the delegates in the most recent period and the material resolution 
of more than 45 percent of the problems set forth provide a great example of 
how socialist democracy, the true socialist democracy, is being developed and 
strengthened, 


The Report From Santiago de Cuba 


The report from Santiago de Cuba is evidence of the extraordinary change 
which has come about in the provinces, which have emerged from their age-old 
backwardness, from the abandonment and neglect to which they were subjected 
under capitalism. 
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\bout $200 million is what Mr Reagan is offering as 4 great prize, or I 
would rather say, miserable charity, for the purchase of all the countries of 
Central America, which would not even suffice to pay the interest on the 
debts they have contracted with Yankee banks. Meanwhile, here in Cuba, in 
only of the 14 provinces, Santiago de Cuba, investments totaling more than 

| ,093,000 ,000 were made in most important industries, social projects and 
economic development in the years between 1977 and 1942. 


’ 


The accounts rendered by the provinces, and that of Santiago de Cuba in par- 
ticular, show the improvement in the services, the struggle for model units 

and the effort of the workers, as well as the achievements in culture, sports 
and in the organic functioning of the organs of the People’s Government. 


Our Assembly has expressed its solidarity with the brotherly people of Chile, 
who are struggling under difficult conditions against fascism on the 1Oth 
anniversary of the assassination of President Allende and the dissolution of 
their parliament. And we have scent to all of the parliaments and parliamen- 
tarlans throughout the world a denunclation of the policy of war, armament, 
‘nsion and aggression pursued by the Keagan administration, urging all of 
them to struggle to prevent the U.S. invasion of Central America, the aggres- 
Sion in Nicaragua and in the Cartbbean region. 


More Than Ever, the Strugyvle for Peace 
\ssembly has said that today more than ever it is necessary to stroggle 
for peace, for detente and against the United States policy of unchecked 
aggression which is leading the world into an absurd armaments race and into 
the serlous danger of thermonuclear war, 


QGur 


The results set forth at this National Assembly session have constituted a 


clear example of the tremendous response from the people obtained by the 
decisions of the Sixth Plenum of the Central Committee of the Party and the 
plan of economic measures approved by the Political Bureau of the Party and 
the Executive Committee of the Council of Ministers. They show how our eco-~ 
nomy is advancing, how production and productivity are increasing, how the 
savings in fuels and raw materlals are growing and how the struggle for prof- 
itability, decreasing costs and higher quality in production are progressing, 
all of this despite the brutal imperflalist blockade, despite the low sugar 

6, despite the weather difficulties, despite the plagues and diseases 
introduced by the imperfalists and the negative influence of the capitalist 
crisis which are affecting our country. 





pl j S 


(he plans for goods preduction and the sale of goods are being overfulfilled 
despite the worst inclemencies of the weather in 50 years. And thanks to the 
levels achleved in the sugar industry in organization and efficiency and the 
effort of the workers, the harvest did not hecome 4a catastrophe, but proved 

one of the best in all our history, even though we did not fulfill the plans, 


Farm production is increasing at a modest but stable rate, and the profita- 
bility of farm enterprises is increasing An advance 16 also being made in 


»* 


other branches of the economy. We have seen the achievements of the coop- 


erativization movement, which now covers almost 59° percent of the land, 
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the cooperatives are becoming an outstanding factor in the economic develop 


ment rf t he ( JULY. 


ihe experifence gained in this accounting by the public health sector in sub- 
nitting concrete problems to the deputies so that they can  vo.itribute to 
their solution should become a continuing style of work in our Assembly. 
Simtiarly, we are now preparing to continue the process of discussing the 
plan for the economy and budget for next year with the participation of our 
‘puties, and with the Ministry of Communications and the City of Havana 
Provincelal Assembly, which we have just asked to report in the month of 


f / , 
JOCeMDpEeTr, 


we must organize our work too, as Comrade Videl Castro recommended yesterday, 
and in the same way as was done for public health, 60 that our deputies can 
participate in some such important activities as education. In addition, we 
must not reduce the attention devoted by the deputies to the problems of 


public health or to the commitments madebyite units, 


fhe Greatest “Military Experience Since the Kevolution Triumphed 


Our Assembly hae filled us with enthusiasm ano faith in our strength. The 


! s ‘ 4 , ‘ ‘ s ‘ s 7 
forces of our people are more powerful than ever, neaded by our party and by 


Videl Castro, Marching forward, calm and firm both in the economy and in the 


sacred tasks of defense, in the development of the MTT, the incorporation of 
women into them, the perfecting of civil defense and the plans for wartime-- 


all of thie ie transforming our country into an impregnable bastion. 


ic Bastion 63 Bxercise provided the yreatest experience from the 
f triumph of the revolu- 


=~ 
~- 

“ 
~ 


nt of view the country has had sine 


More than 100,000 persons participated, not counting the massive contribution 
f the men and women of the people and even the children, who joined in it, 
Some 20,9000 civilian leader#e on all levels took part in this exercise, «long 
ili] of the Iinatitut lone, tne part J» the stat ©, tne mass organizat {oui: 
ng the entire country on al] 
le” in the event that the 
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levels to pursue the so-cailed “war of all the peo; 
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imperlalists dare attack our beloved fatherland (applause). inese exper) 


ences are being reviewed at this time, 


Carrying out the inetructions of Fidel Castro (who, when told that there were 


| f ‘ “ae } ’ 14 Z / od ; 
no longer enough men to continue to expand the militia, said “there are the 


women! ), Pinar del #io has launched a movement for the mass enrollment of 
women in the MIT, with 110,000 female comrades, based on this experience, 


the FMC has now communicated to Comrade Videl Castro the voluntary pledge 
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nade by 1,60 ), 900 Women to join Afi deten yo (applau yj, 
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Comrade Kaul Castro has said, this movement is not only an important ad- 
ance in the optimal strengthening of the defense capacity of the country, 
but internally, will deal the final “blow” to what so-called “machismo” we 
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ountains, at 4a time when there were few weapons and when for this reason 
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nany combatants lacked them and thus even opposed the idea. He formed the 
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fhe tremendous growth--this is not the place to give the figures--in our MTT 
Will mean new efforts in all directions, and we believe that the CTC [Central 
Organization of Cuban Trade Unionsj, which is heading this work, as well as 
the other mass organizations, will redouble the effort to achieve self- 
financing through the volunteer militia contributions, which is already being 
nieved. And also new efforts will be demanded of all of the organs of pop- 
ular government to strengthen all of these tasks which the fatherland has 


entrusted to them for defense, 


other important step taken as a result of the Strategic Bastion 83 Exercise 
Wis the organization of the provincial and municipal defense councils and the 
reation of the so-called “defense zones,” as the lowest municipal level or 


Sli of this tells us, and above all tells the enemy, that while there is a 

jan Alive, whether man, woman, child or old person, our enemies can never 
destroy the will of the Cuban people and their determination to struggle for 
neilc independence, for socialism and for peace (applause). 


(nis--4 supreme effort for production and for defense--is the best homage we 
could offer to the glorious heroes who 30 years ago attacked the Moncada 
barracks under the leadership of our invincible commander in chief! 


‘d comrades, we conclude the fourth period of sessions of the 
Second Legislature of the National People’s Government Assembly. 


Finance Official's Speech 
Hy JA A CHAN ¢ jpani At | 5 Jul 43 p 7 


(Tezt|] The following is the text of the address delivered by Francisco 
Garcia Yalls, president of the State Finance Committee, on the closing out of 


the 1942 budget 


The drafting of the Peport on the Closing Out of the 1982 Budget, with the 
final figures provided by various information sources, is being presented in 
fulfillment of the provisions of the organic law on the budget system. The 
r 


yalance shows a deficit totaling 172.1 million pesos. 
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Thus it proved possible to reduce the planned deficit of 420.7 million pesos 


by 248.6 million pesos. 


Tnis favorable result was achicved thanks to an increase of 3.1 percent in 
income, while maintaining the level of expenditures as planned as a result of 
the activities contributing to savings on expenditures, increasing the effi- 
iency of the economy and development of the consumer poods market, carried 
out in intensive fashion throughout the year, in order to offset the adverse 
situation encountered with regard to freely convertible forci,n exchange. 


The overfulfillment in the income sector was basically the result of the con- 
tributions coming from the state sector of the economy, totaling 294.5 mil- 
lion pesos more than planned. An important factor in this connection was the 
circulation tax, which increased, among other things, because of the increase 
in supplies to the »vopulation, the price differential on the black market, 
and the intensification of measures to improve economic control, 


The foreign trade differential also reflected overfulfillment, basically 
because of an increase in boilers for export, above the originally planned 
tigures. 


This overfulfillment was achieved despite the fact that the net ratio of en- 
terprises to the budget, that is to say income from profit balances minus 
subsidies for losses, shows a very low level of fulfillment, only 26.4 per- 
cent, which revealed once again that the cost, profits and profitability plan 
set goals for the enterprises far above what they could achieve. 


On the other hand, although the level of fulfillment is so low, it has re- 
mained practically the same if we compare the figure for this index for 1982 
with that for 1981. 


If, in tne light of this quantitative result, we bear in mind the effects of 
climatic problems on agriculture and the increase in the cost of manpower 
used for weeding, to replace chemical products lacking due to a shortage of 
freely convertible foreign exchange with which to purchase them, it can be 
seen that the business management in 1982 was superior to that in 1981. 


Notable among the overfulfillment items in unplanned income was the sett! 
ment of accounts payable. This budget income was provided by debtor entcs 
prises which settled payment accounts representing goods or services received 
and still owing because the creditor enterprises had not processed the per- 
tinent payment orders within the established time period. 


[hese creditor enterprises were penalized by this mechanism for their poor 
economic management, so that, logically, this operation neither benefits nor 
harms the budget balance. 


As to expenditures, although they were made consistent with the plans, there 


were increases in some cases and. in other instaices, savings compensating 


. 


for these increases. 











Notable among these increases were allocations to enterprises, basically as 
subsidies for losses, and other allocations, as well as the expenditures on 
defense and internal order, which came to 185.4 million pesos more than 
budgeted, Of this sum 15/.9 million pesos corresponded to defense, resulting 
from the mobilizations, military exercises and other steps taken to increase 
the defense capacity of the country in view of the increasing imperialist 


threats. 


It should be noted that where the enterprises under local authority were con- 
cerned, losses, although higher than planned, were in general lower than in 
1941, 


All the other expenditure categories showed totals lower than planned, re- 
flecting what we have said about the results of the measures adopted by the 
government. 


fhe financial implementation of the investment plan was 93.9 percent ful- 
filled. The nationally administered bodies contributed notably to the per- 
centage of nonfulfillment, since the bodies under local jurisdiction showed 
fulfillment of 105.7 percent. 


, the financing of investments from the enterprises’ own sources, 
in other words, profits, amortization for replacement and sale of idle basic 
facilities, continued to increase, advancing along the path toward financial 
organization more tavorable to an increase in the efficiency of the economy. 
[he provincial budgets show a reduction of 375.4 million pesos in planned 
subsidies, affected in particular by overfulfillment in the circulation tax 
category, for the reasons explained above, and a reduction in the current 
expenditures for budgeted activities, in which connection the steps taken by 
the provinces to reduce them must be considered. 








As a result of the use of the mechanism for encouraging local budgets to 
achieve overfulfillment on income and savings on expenditures during the exe- 
cution of the 1942 budget, the provinces accumulated funds totaling 42.8 mil- 
, derived from the 25 percent overfulfillment on income and the 50 
percent savings on expenditures. According to the provisions, these resources 
were avallable for use by the local organs of the People's Government during 
1943 and subsequent years to carry out activities not included in the plan 
which would serve to benefit the collectives in their various territories, 


110m pesos 


The deputies have been yviven a report summarizing the basic figures on the 
closing out of the 1942 state budget, so that, taking the national and 
International situations Into account, they can evaluate the draft opinion 
the commission will submit, giving timely explanations of the various aspects 
of the report submitted to the government. 





We believe that there is no need to take more of the time of this Assembly to 
go into these matters in further detail, and instead we would like to take up 
gome matters pertaining to the execution of the budget for this year. 
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fhe 1943 budget approved by this Assembly calls for increases in various 
mtivities on which the polfey of the revolution tor economic and soctal 
development tocuses, despite the Limitations encountered because of the 


foreign tinancing situation where freely convertible exchange is concerned. 


On the basis of the figures in the Report on the Closing Out of the 1982 
State budget, it can be seen that the 1983 budget calls for an increase of 
»,1 percent in income and an increase of 1.4 percent in expenditures. 


The fulfillment of these goals of increased income and minimal expenditure 
growth, involving the achievement of a surplus of 196.5 million pesos, 
requires a serious effort on the part of all state bodies and organisms and 
the workers collectives, as was said at the time it was submitted to the 
Assembly, if we are to achieve the maximum efficiency in the consistent 
execution of the measures approved at the Sixth Plenum of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Party. 


This additional effort is required above all if we bear in mind the sizeable 
losses caused by the natural disasters experienced during the first quarter 
of the year, which as we know affected sugar production, the tobacco harvest 
and other crops, as well as causing the loss of goods, construction, roads 
ind other resources, reducing the potential for export and supplies for 
domestic consumption and requiring direct subsidies from the budget. 


The program of measures approved for the implementation of the resolutions of 
the Sixth Central Committee Plenum, where the finance sector is concerned, 
calls for focusing our best efforts on augmenting the role and increasing the 
exigency of the economic and financial control and accounting mechanisms, 
which reflect and are a means and incentive of great importance to many 
measures for increasing efficiency set forth in physical terms in the pro- 
yram. Therefore it is necessary that the entire financial system, its 
leaders, technicians and workers guarantee fulfillment of the plan. 


[t is necessary that all of us be increasingly creative, skillful and demand- 
ing in the exact assessment of economic facts; in the designing and use of 
the necessary financial procedures; in the proper use of material incentive 
systems; in the most careful drafting of financial plans and the strictest 
control over them, such as to contribute to the reduction of costs and er .en- 
ditures in production and services, to an increase in contributions to the 

, to the fulfillment of enterprise obligations to the banks, the 
reduction of unit expenditures in budget-supported activities and strict 
observance of the budget expenditure limits--in brief, the increased effi- 
clency of the economy. 


‘ 
Gave 
bu a¥' t 


Many thanks. ~ 
Appeal to Foreign Parliaments 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Jul 83 p 3 


(fext] One of the most unacceptable expressions of the ultrareactionary 
policy of the present government of the United States can be seen in the 
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interventionist escalation aimed at the peoples of Central America and the 
Caribbean, threatening peace in the region and in the world. 


The Reagan administration attempts to justify its interference in this 
region, falsely identifying the heroic and legitimate struggles of the 
Central American and Caribbean peoples as a part of the East-West conflict, 
in order to do so. 


However, it is the historic domination by U.S. imperialism which has been the 
main cause of the profound social injustices which led to the victorious 
struggle of the people of Nicaragua against the tyranny of Somoza. Similar- 
ly, it has been social realities caused by exploitation by the imperialists 
and the oligarchy, such as hunger, poor health, unemployment, cruel repres- 
sion, the absence of political freedoms and national sovereignty, which have 
led to the rebellion of the people of El Salvador against their oppressors. 


Therefore, there will be no peace and political stability in Central America 
until social justice and true democracy and independence are to be found 
there. 


The aggressive plans of the government of the United States with regard to 
Nicaragua and El Salvador are in a dangerous interventionist stage at 
present. 


Nicaragua is currently the target of aggression by thousands of counter- 
revolutionaries. The majority of these individuals are former members of 
Somoza's genocidal guard, who are armed, financed, organized and directed 
from Honduras by U.S. advisers. The Honduran army, under fascist leadership, 
directly supports the Somoza forces and is engaging in multiple provocative 
actions against Nicaragua, hoping to create the conditions needed for direct 
aggression, supported by the United States. 





The criminal regime in El Salvador is supported by the Reagan government on 
the basis of substantial military, political and financial aid, which has 
however failed to halt the advance of the patriotic forces of the FMLN 
[Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front] and the FDR [Revolutionary 
Democratic Front]. The establishment of training centers for the Salvadoran 
army on Honduran territory reveals the unchecked interventionist escalation 
by the administration of the United States in this area, and the morass into 
which it has sunk. 


This situation is becoming more complicated because of the fanatic imperial- 
ist policy oriented toward bringing about the destruction of the Sandinist 
revolution and imposing a military solution in El Salvador, whatever the 
cost. This position is leading the United States to refuse to recognize the 
real reasons for the struggle of these peoples, systematically to block any 
possible negotiated solution to the conflicts, and to move closer to the 
possible generalization of the Central American conflict and direct inter- 
vention in the region by U.S. troops. 





Such an attitude is in clear contrast with the reiterated readiness of the 
government of Nicaragua to engage in open dialogue with no prior conditions 
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with the U.S. administration, and with the firm will expressed by the FMLN 
and the FDR in El Salvador to seek a just, honorable and negotiated political 
solution to the situation currently being experienced by this country. 


fo the intervention in our domestic affairs, to the subversion and economic 
and political aggression, to the hostile propaganda campaigns and to the 
brutal blockade imposed for 22 years now, new threats against our country, 
which in its obstinacy, the United States attempts to blame for the just 
aspirations of the Central American peoples to win their frcecom and create 
the possibility of a worthy and honorable life for the vast oppressed and 
exploited masses in those respective countries, have been added. 


The Cuban parliament, meeting in the Fourth Regular Session of its Second 
Legislature: 


Deeply concerned about the serious deterioration in the situation in Central 
America and the Caribbean caused by the ultrareactionary policy of the gov- 
ernment of the United States, which is threatening world peace; 


In view of the role and the high responsibility borne by the parliaments and 
their members for the destinies of their peoples, and the urgent need to 
avoid warlike confrontations in any part of the world; and 


In condemnation of the stubborn refusal of the government of the United 
States to seek negotiated and just solutions to the conflicts created by its 
policy in Nicaragua and El Salvador, 


1. Appeals to the parliaments and parliamentarians throughout the world to 
voice their firmest support of the efforts being made toward peace with a 
view to finding a just and negotiated political solution to the conflicts in 
Central America, such as to alleviate tensions and prevent the unforeseeable 
consequences to regional and world peace which would be involved if this 
conflict becomes more acute, and thus to prevent the military intervention 


in the area with which the administration of the United States is threatening 
all of the peoples of Central America and the Caribbean; 


2. Urges all the parliaments and parliamentarians of the world to voice 
their solidarity with the people, the government and the Council of State of 
Nicaragua, the victims of the present counterrevolutionary escalation on t.e 
part of the United States government, which is using thousands of mercenaries 
and, with the support of the army of Honduras, is seeking to destroy the 
Sandinist people's revolution; and 


3. Urges all the parliaments and parliamentarians of the world to support 
the proposals by the FMLN and FDR in El Salvador that negotiated dialogue be 
undertaken without prior conditions, to allow stable political solutions in 
this brotherly country. 

















Resolution Against Nuclear War 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Jul 83 p 3 


|fext] The situation mankind faces today is without a doubt one of the most 
complex and dangerous encountered since World War II ended. 


The responsibility for the increase in international tensions and the resur- 
gence of threats of war falls entirely upon the present government of the 
United States. The leaders of that country, motivated by the reactionary 
desire to halt and even reverse the advance of history and to paralyze the 
struggles of the people for their independence, for justice and development, 
have drafted a policy designed to impose U.S. hegemony on all fronts, begin- 
ning with the military front. As an expression of these concepts, they 
oppose constructive dialogue, making use of slanderous propaganda campaigns, 
intervention, shameless blackmail and subversion. 


The government leaders in Washington have undertaken to achieve superiority 
in strategic weapons at any price, in order to bring about a radical change 
altering the balance currently existing in their favor, so as, on this basis, 
to impose a policy dictated from a position of strength. 


In order to achieve these goals, the U.S. administration has launched an 
armaments race without precedent in history, and, on the other hand, has 
blocked and sabotaged all disarmament negotiations. 


This is why there has never before been a task as urgent and undeferrable as 
the present need to struggle for peace and to safeguard mankind against the 
danger of a nuclear holocaust. 


This situation has developed, moreover, when the world is experiencing a dark 
phase of economic and social crisis, which has occurred as a result of the 
unjust system of imperialist exploitation. Its most dramatic and intolerable 
effects are borne by the underdeveloped countries, which are today more 
indebted, more impoverished and suffering more from hunger than ever before. 


Without peace there is no hope of development for these peoples, just as 
without development, a just, universal and enduring peace can never be 
achieved. With only a modest portion of the hundreds of thousands of mil- 
lions of dollars used annually for military expenditures, there would be more 
than adequate financial resources for the resolution of these anguishing 
problems of underdevelopment, which are also in turn a source of tensions and 
conflict. 


In the midst of this complex international situation, the World Assembly for 
Peace and Life and Against Nuclear War was held in Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
between 21 and 26 June of this year. 


This event, characterized the extraordinary span of the political, ideological 


and philosophical currents represented at it, and because it was the focus of 
the attention of representative sectors of world public opinion, took up the 
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most anguishing international political problems, war and peace first and 
foremost, and denounced the current U.S. administration for its responsi- 
bility in aggravating tensions throughout the world. 


The Assembly noted the vigorous rise of the world peace movement, and ap- 
pealcd for greater depth and urged broad unity for all the forces and activ- 
ities directed toward peace, a nuclear arms freeze, equitable negotiations 
leading toward disarmament, and ensuring that the resources being invested 
today in “genocide against humanity, by omission” are channe!ci into the 
development and the well-being of the peoples. 


The deputies of the National People's Government Assembly of the Republic of 
Cuba, meeting in the Fourth Regular Session of their Second Legislature, 
voice their most definite support of the appeal and the other resolutions 
approved by the World Assembly for Peace and Life and Against Nuclear War. 


The Cuban deputies state their readiness to struggle with all their strength 
for the achievement of these noble goals, and in particular to work with the 
parliamentarians throughout the world in order to structure the most powerful 
universal front in defense of the right to peace, justice, freedom and the 
independence of all the peoples on earth. 


Solidarity With Chile 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text] With the approach of the end of this year of the 10th anniversary of 
the heroic fall in battle of the constitutional president of Chile, Salvador 
Allende, who in an epic gesture stood up to the fascist military coup by 
those who have since tyrannized the country, the National People's Government 
Assembly of the Republic of Cuba voices its profound indignation at the 
crimes perpetrated by Pinochet's military clique, which has the unlimited 
support of the imperialist government of the United States. 


This very month of September will mark 10 years since the dissolution of the 
Chilean parliament, one of the first steps taken by the fascist regime for 
the purpose of curtailing the whole of the democratic life which had charac- 
terized that country until then. 


Since 11 September 1973, human rights and the freedoms of the citizens have 
been constantly violated with impunity. The Chilean people live in an atmos- 
phere of perennial terror marked by arbitrary arrests, disappearances, il- 
legal detention, torture and murder perpetrated by the dictatorship, which 
fears the wrath of the enraged people and the popular forces which day after 
day are confronting fascism with a renewed desire for freedom. 


Despite the economic and financial advice and support the regime has received 
from the government of the United States, and from international specialized 
agencies and bodies controlled by that government, the domestic situation is 
so serious that the number of the unemployed comes to more than a million 
workers. 

















fhe constant bankruptcies have created such an explosive atmosphere in the 
country that the junta is steadily increasing dismissals in reprisal for the 
strike activities launched by the Chilean workers class, and it is stepping 
up repressive measures against the people. 


The society of Chile, which by 1973 had reached a significant level in terms 
of culture, freedom, social participation and democracy, has regressed to 
earlier eras in a way inconceivable to its people. 


We, the members of the Cuban parliament, meeting in the Fourth Regular Ses- 
sion of our Second Legislature: 


Energetically condemn the crimes and mass murders perpetrated by the fascist 
military dictatorship of Pinochet, which was imposed upon the people as of 
ll September 1973 and which has grossly trampled underfoot the universal 
principles of human rights; 


Voice our most definite and militant solidarity with the people of Chile, in 
particular its workers class and the trade union leaders, who have coura- 
geously joined in the vanguard of the struggle against fascism in their 
country; 


Condemn the cynical and shameful economic, political, military and diplomatic 
support provided by the government of the United States to the Pinochet 
regime, which is in open violation of the resolutions of the United Nations, 
other international bodies and world public opinion; 


Demand that the state of emergency maintained in the country since 1973 and 
the murders, imprisonments, torture and expulsion practiced against the 
brotherly people of Chile on a mass basis be ended; 


Urge the parliamentarians of the world to instruct their parliaments and 
governments to denounce and condemn the crimes daily being committed by the 
fascist regime which has been established in Chile for the past 10 years; and 


Appeal to all parliaments to come out in favor of democratic recovery in 


Chile and the reestablishment of the National Congress, which was dissolved 
by the Military Junta by decree law on 21 September 1973. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


CRENADAN ENVOY ON NEW JEWEL HISTORY, POLICIES 
Moscow LALINSKAYA AMERIKA in Pussian No 6, Jun 83 pp 33-49 


adder ad W. Richard Jacobs, Grenadas "The Revolutionary Process in 
Grenada’ 


[Text] In March 1983 the people of Grenada celebrated 

the fourth anniversary of the victory of revolution. At 

the request of the editorial board Richard Jacobs, 

Grenada’s ambassador to the USSR, prepared this article 

on the basic directions in the revolutionary trancformations, 


More than four years ago, on 13 March 1979, the people of Grenada, led by 
their vanguard, the New JEWEL Movement Party, rose in an armed insurrection, 
which marked the beginning of a new stage in the country’s history. Today 

the gains of the revolution are under the reliable protection of its moving 
forces, and they are being developed successfully. When Maurice Bishop, 

the country’s prime minister, visited Moscow in July 1982, he described the 
revolutionary achievements, calling the Grenadin revolution profoundly 
democratic, anti-imperialist in its essence and firmly established on 

a path of socialist orientation. 

In the international realm the policy of Grenada’s revolutionary government 
is based on the principles of nonalignment and anti-imperialist strugzles 

it advocates the idea of creating a new international economic orders it 
promotes the processes of regional cooperation and integrations it participates 
actively in the struggle for peace and international cooperation; and it 
provides support for national liberation movements, That is why Maurice 
Bishop stated sever. months after the victory of the Grenada Revolution, when 
he spoke at the 6th Conference of the Heads of State from the Participating 
Countries in the Nonaligned Movement: “Nonalignment, as we understand it, 

in no way means that we must take a position of neutrality in the emasculated 
and negative sense of this concepts and in exactly the same way it does 

not mean that our country must play the role of a political eunuch... On 

the contrary, we view nonalignment as a positive ideological current, which 
arouses us to take a principled and decisive position on international 
problems.” 


This position was clearly outlined in a speech which Bishop made to a rally 
for international solidarity with the Grenadm rewlution, “Grenada,” Bishop 
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noted, “supports the condemnation of exploitation, injustice and inhumanity 
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in all of their manifestations and forms, Wwe shall continue to march in the 
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ranks of the firht ers, OUT VOICE Will not be stilled, 


Our confidence 1s not accidental, I /¢ ry ener nd 
traditions of our people, The fact t} p le of Grenada mieved freedor 
and are full of confidence in their own powers is in itself an important 
acnievement for a small country which i ocated in direct proximity to the USA, 
nere imperialist circles hav been nsuccessful in their attempts to 


strangle the young revolution, In this way Grenada’s experience enriches the 


treasure house of the world revolutionary movement and deserves the rost 


concentrated attention from researchers who will study the essence and basic 
features of the Grenadan revoiution, 

The path to revolution 

The revolutionary process which is developing in Grenada is the logical 
continuation of the national liberation struggle, which began in 1973, Grenada, 


3 
a former Colony of Great Britain, formally received independence in 1974, 
However, the country continued to be dependents its neocolonial subor 
was carried out by the pro-imperialist puppet government headed by Eri 


; ia 4 
He ber an his political career in the colonial years and gained 4 certain 
popularity in 1951, when he led the trupple for the rights of agricultural 
workers, Nonetheless, the colonial powers soon “tamed” him. Gairy began to 
advocate development of the economy along capitalist Lines and took a hard, 
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anticommunist position, This led to Grenada being drawn into the orbit of 


nfluence of the most conservative pro-imperialist circles, 


Naturally this policy did not meet the fair demands of the people, The broad 
masses of the population expressed their ever increasing dissatisfaction with 
the regime and with those who represented it. In order to retain power in his 
own hands Gairy developed a political mechanism which was characterized by 


unlimited personal and arbitrary rule, by corruption and the systematic viola- 

tion of the basic human rights, This mechanism was b don the widesoread 

application of police terror and repressive acts against all opposition 

organizations, aS well as individuals, 

The revolutionary movement developed under th conditions. Its sources 

po back to the activities of 1% 66 organizations of that time, especia’iv 

the trade unions, which, in 1970 orzanized the first mass protests 

by industrial enterprise workers apainst the worsening of living and working 

conditions. It should be noted that certain workers organizations, 

in particular the American Institute for the Development of Free La were 
or 
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under the traditional influence of U,S. imperialist circles and were neaded 





by anti-democratically inclined, opport tic leaders, In analyzing the 
ituation which developed at that me in the workers movement, Maurice Bishop 
noted that the CIA sometime lirectly penetrated the idership of certain 


trade unions and put it under CJA control, 


As the struggle developed, the p do-leaders linked to the CIA were expelled; 
the workers rejected them and established firm, effective ties with the 











progressive part of the trade union workers and the radically-inclined intelli- 
gentsia, Some of the urban organizations began to group themselves around 

the Movement of People’s Assemblies, which was headed by Maurice Bishop. At 
the same time the movement entitled "United Campaign for Welfare, Fducation 
and Liberation” (abbreviated JEWEL) was organized in the rural areas, On 

11 March 1973 the Movement of People's Assemblies and the JEWEL movement 
merged and began to be called in their united form the New JEWEL Movement. 


Having declared itself to be an organization with a socialist orientation, 

the New JEWEL Movement headed the Grenadan revolutionary process, This ensured 
steady growth in the number of its supporters, The New JEWEL Movement, which 
was organized as a party of the vanguard, and which included the most tested 
fighters, who were guided by scientific revolutionary principles, tirelessly car- 
ried out work among the masses, work which was aimed at increas‘re the workers’ 
revolutionary consciousness and at turning spontaneous protest into an orpanized 
struggle. It carried out propaganda which unmasked the system of tyrannical 
elitism, and which called for the establishment of that form of democratic 
rule which would provide for participation by the broad masses of the people 

in the management of society, The intensive work which JEWEL carried out 

in various forms, including parliamentary, legal, semi-legal and underground 
wort,  Lecane the basis for the forward development of revolution ?ry forces 

and the formation of the subjective preconditions of revolution, The specific 
conditions of Grenada determined the transition of the New JEWEL Movement to 
tact] of armed insurrection, On 13 March 1979, at four in the moming, troops 
of the yeople's Kevolutionary Army attacked the government barracis and 
seized weapons, ammunition and a radio station, | 
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Jignificance of the people’s uprising and to reduce it to the level of an 
ordinary military coup, But the events which began on 13 March disproved 
thes. conjectures, In the first place, the leaders of the uprising did not 
belong to the ranks of the military, It was no accident that dismissal of 
the old army was one of the first steps taken by the new revolutionary pov- 
ernment. In the second place, the uprising did not result only in a 
personnel change within the ruling elite while the old political system was 
retained; instead, the previous state apparatus was completely destroyed, 
and a fundamentally new political structure was established in its place, 
In the third place, in contrast with classical military coups, the New 
JEWEL Movement did not count on introducing Martial law, a curfew, etc, 
On the contrary, 411 Grenadans regardless of social differences and 
political views, were called up to protect the revolution, By arming the 
masses the revolution gained their political trust, The fact that the 
victory was firmly established within 24 hours is an indicator of the very 
widespread popularity of the revolutionary action methods used by the New 
JEWEL Movement, 


The bourgeois mass propaganda media attempted to downgrade the revolutionary 





Toward genuine democracy 


In the area of domestic policy the first and most basic task of the Grenadan 
revolution was to establish conditions for the development of a new type 
of democracy, Toward this end the revolutionary leadership set out measures to 
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increase the level of the population’s political activities. As Bernard Coard, 
deputy prime minister and a me - of our party's Politburo, noted, the 
top-priority tasks included mobilizing, organizing and raising the political 
level of the entire people because profound social transformations are 
impossible without the broad, active participation of the popular masses, 
Toward these ends the first few months following the victory of the uprising 
saw the adoption of laws to preserve all the basic human rights, which had 
previously been grievously violates 1 this countrys in addition, new rights 
for the citizens of Grenada were pro. aimed, rights which had never before 

been included in the legislation of the English-speaking Caribbean countries, 
They included the right to work, to housing and to education, The right of 
workers to join trade unions was re-establisheds before the revolution only 

4Q percent of workers were trade union members, who were often deprived of 

the opportunity to choose which trade union they wished to join, while now 990 per- 
cent of workers are trade union members, The workers right to assemble 

and to establish mass public organizations was also restored, Before the 
revolution, the country had no significant mass organizations except for the 
trade unions, Today, in addition to the new democratic trade unions, there 

is a National Women’s Organization, which includes 26 percent of all women, 
Every eighth farmer is a member of the Alliance of Farmer Producers, A National 
Youth Organization includes 40 percent of young people from 14 to 20 years 

of age, and 80 percent of school children aged 6 to 14 are ploneers, 


The democratization of the press and other mass information media has provided 
the community with the opportunity to express its opinion, Naturally this 
contributes to the process by which ever increasing numbers of Grenadans 

are being drawn into the active socio-political life of the country, The 
number of newspapers has grown sharply. While previously the country had only 
ONG NEWT PApPeT y which largely reflected the interests of the land-holding elite, 
it now has nine papers, which provide broad representation of the opinions 


i 


, 


of the rank-and-file members of the mass organizations, A union of journalists 
has been established in Grenada. In this way the country's press is becoming 
4 powerful ideological tool for the formation of the mass*’s revolutionary 
CONSCIOUSNESS. 


A mass campaign to combat illiteracy was started in the first years of the 
revolution in order to ensure that the masses would have opportunities for 
politically-conscious participation in the process of formulate and takin 
national decisions. Today there are practically no illiterates, Irrattonai.sm 
ind mysticism, which were typical of Gmnada'’s spiritual life under the Gairy 
regime, have finally given way to the conscious principles of social practice, 
Undoubtedly this has strengthened the revolution’s positions among the 

peoples it has expanded its mass base and the ranks of the politically active 
majority. 


The intelligentsia, which was formerly subjected to the persecutions of 
tyranny and forced emigration, today is a vitally important part of the 
revolution’s moving forces. The recently established Union of Workers Engaged 
in Mental Labor is heading a program of activities to revive popular cultures 
during, the period of the dictatorship the supporters of this culture were 
ridiculed and subjected to persecution, The revolution has opened up great 
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In this way it gained for itself! a srew field of endeavor, Today the revolution 
lives in poetry, songs, dances, plays and carnivals, all of which have 
powerful developmental stimulus, 
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Movement, which enjoys the broad support of the ma S and which 
great politic i] withority. In its ranr the 2 rry has the best 
atives of the worring class and ite alliess over a certain period 
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mn worting among the masses, Party life is based on the principle 
ic centralism, The highest party crgan is the Central Committee, 
ts the political and economic turos, which are headed by Maurice 
1irman of the Central Committee, This structure for the directing 
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perialist circles, which have threatened more than once to strangle 
oerialist intrigues against Grenada have been varied, Their main 

; and remains the splitting of the country into two opposing canps, 
m js attempting to bring together the counterrevolutionary elements 

il intrigue “9 for subversion of the New JEWEL Movement "s position 
final nalysis for the purpose of overthrowing the revolutionary au- 
re is evidence of this in recent events, during the course of which 
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ere made to force Grenada to return to the “Westminster” parliamentary 
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development. An answer to that was pr ovided by Maurice Bj shop, 
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ized that the principles of bourgeois British democracy and its 
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nding inetitutions constituted for Grenada a developmental model 
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4 be noted that the intlators of the anti-Grenada 
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» not disdain other methods of exerting political pressures they 


above making attempts on the Lives of the country’s leaders or 

mores about lack of trust in the government, etc, Nor are they 

n their attempts to create an opposition group of land owners 

ry the church into the process of destabilizing the political 
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ylutionary rabble onto Grenada was organized, On 19 June 1940 the 

olutionaries made an attempt at the physical destruction of the 
y leadership, an attempt which was supposed to end with acts of 

» During 4a speech by Maurice “ichop at a mass meeting before an 
290,000 people a powerful bomb was exploded bLeneaththe platform on 
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jar’ leadership was seated; however, the terror.sts did not 
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) people took to the street: maving, ar nprecedentedly large 
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demonstration in support of the revolution, A crushing blow was dealt to the 
imperialist attempts. 


[:, a radio appeal the prime minister emphasized the resolve of the al people 


to defend the revolution, and he stated that at least 206 , 000 Grenadans, 
nearly 20 percent of the entire population, intended to ae the not of 
the peoole’s militia, The revolutionary army received new reinforcement 

the form 7 : pas who vowed to defend the revo.ution to the last drop 
of 004, Having granted arms to the working class and its allies, the Gre- 
nadan revolution demonstrated fimess and its resolve to defend its gains, 


The work of all the mass organizations, the militia, the trade unions, the 
women’s, youth and farmers’ organizations, has stimulated the development of 
new forms of democracy in the country, There is evidence of this phenomenon 
in volunteer labor--which is an integral feature of the revolutionary process 
in Grenada, and which reflects the masses* thirst for politically--conscious, 
yoipportant creative work, In deciding who must work where, when 
and how, the people gather together and discuss collectives questions which 
have arisen. As a result, the grass-roots structures for directing the ini- 
tiative of the masses are formed directly in the course of the transforming 
activities themselves, This process helps to resolve in a natural manner 

the difficulties which sometimes arise along this path, At the present moment 


. 


Grerida is in the process of developing democratic mechanisms for regulating 
the relations between labor att alhvak wieh regard to the distribution of 


Ww Materlals, equipment, etc, 
On this basis the system of the people’s authority is crowing ever stronger. 
The political and economic buros of the Central Committee support direct 
contact with the grass-roots party organizations, which are closely linked to 
the labor collectives, whose initiatives are coordinated through parish 
and zonal councils, and at the lowest level by communal groups. The communal 
zonal and parish councils, Like the parish workers councils, have many functions 
In particular, they are concerned with providing medical assistance for the 
population, distributing milk to children, as well as uniforms and textbooks for 
those in school, and with building communal centers and daycare facilities 


for the children of working mothers, Rsk These same organs of the people's 
authority follow and = monitor ularly the work of public sector 
employees who are responsible for this ‘func! tioning oF the power network, 

the water supply, education system, etc, They participate in the making 


of economic decisions on matters of the budget, nations planning and 
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This mechanism of management has led to the development of a system by 
ich governing units report to the peoples this is the first time this 
rind of system has been put into practice in the English-speaking countries 


of the Caribbean. In this way the principle that the institutions of authority 
are responsible for the fate of the nation and its developmental prospects 

has begun to operate, 

In the light of all of the above changes it is becoming possible to evaluate the 
development of people's democracy in Grenadas it can be defined as a system which 
protects all the basic human rights (the right to work, to housing, to 
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education, to health care and to the satisfaction of cultural needs) and which 
ensures the forward development of our people, 
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The development of the economy--the pledge of future successes 


In the area of economics the democratic participation by workers in the 
decision-making process is a key element of the revolutionary transformations 
The essence of the noncapitalist development path which our country is 
following has been concisely formulated by Bernard Coard: "Our mixed 
economy includes, the state, private and cooperative sectors, The leading 
position in the economy will be taken by the state sector, which will also 
determine the process of development.” 


The state sector’s leading role reflects the volume of capital investrent whict 
ctipulated, for example, a growth rate of 6% percent for 1900-1961, On the 
other hand, during this same period capital investment in the private sector 
was reduced by 4 percent, and its total value anounted to less than 5 percent 
of capital investment in the state sector. The government of Grenada adopted 
the so-called "Capital Investment Code," which defines in a clear and precise 
form the conditions on which capital investment by local and foreign citizens 
is welcomed and emcouraged, 


There is even evidence of the outstanding success of the revolutionary 
government's policy in providing for the effectiveness of state enterprises 

to be found in a report by the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development of August 1932 which says: "The present operations of a number of 
state enterprises and institutions, which caused concern in the prerevolutionary 
period, should be noticeably improved by 1982, In 1981 inadequacies in the 
work of the water supply commission were virtually eliminated... The National 
Trade Asoociation, as well as the port authority, were profitable in 1941, 
Significantly fewer budget appropriations were required to assist the State 
Corporation of Farmers, 1s well as certain new state enterprises which 

were established in 1980-1981,” 


Today the production sector is used to benefit all social strata in our country. 
It basic task is first to overcome economic backwardness, to ensure national 
independence and increase the working people's standard of livine, and then 

to create the material, technical and economic preconditions for development 
along a socialistically oriented path. 


It is no cxapperation to say that agriculture 1s the most important sector 

"s economy: it employs 40 percent of the work force and provides 

30 percent of the gross national product. In the first three years of the 
revolution, state capital investment in agriculture grew 50-fold in comparison 
with the indicators for 1977. The number of cooperatives, which now constitute 
the basis for the development of socialist relations in agriculture, increased 
20-fold. The fact that the National Commercial Bank is in the hands of the 
state contributes to a significant degree to the development of agriculture, 
In just the first two years following the revolution, 69 percent of the total 
amount of loans granted by the National Commercial Bank was channelled into 
this branch of the economy, 
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The industrialization program, which was developed with consideration for 

the utilization of local production resources, lies at the core of all important 

government undertakings. Alon with the achievements in the area of apri- 
tural development, this program is simultaneously providing, a successful 

olution to the problem of employment, Before the revolution the unemployed 

constituted 49 percent of the work torce, but by late 1942 unemployment had 

fallen to 14 percent, which is lower than the unemployment figures for 

l the other English-speaking Caribbean countries, By 1986 full employment 


ill be ensured, 


The government and the people have come closer together as a direct result of 
this economic policy, The population’s needs are being satisfied to an ever 
preater degree, And this is not surprising. The volume of state capital 
investment has increased 12-fold in the four years of the people‘’s power, 

As a result the gross national product grew by 2.1 percent in 1981, According 
to 4 report by the International Reconstruction and Development Bank 

Grenada was one of the very few Western hemisphere countries in which 
economic activity increased, 


The party’s economic policy is linked more and more closely to social measures, 
Specifically, the deputy prime minister has described in the following manner 
the tasks of worker participation in the work of improving the economy: 

"The mass organizations... must intervenein the production process and create 
special production committees, which should provide for the growth of workers” 
labor productivity... Our government is a government of the workers; 

it aspires toward the same goals and puts forward the same tasks as do 

all members of the progressive “rade unionss to ensure that all workers have 
job stability, democracy and social well-being... The task which members 

of our trade unions face consists of cooperation with the management in the 
creation of production committees... as well as discipline committees, and 
committees on education and the development of competition,” 


The development of the processes which have a socialist orientation puts 
forward 45 an absolute requirement the task of scientific planning for eco- 
nomic policy. At the present stage at least, the following are essential 

for this: a) strengthening the public sector in the area of industry, 
agriculture and finances; b) coordinating the planning of economic and 
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[his process is already taking place, And life itself proves its value, 
However, it is impossible to achieve in one jump all the goals which have 
been set. In order for economic development to move forward, it is important 
to work out a flexible and balanced approach to the problems of development, 
And Grenada is using precisely this kind of planned, scientifically-based 
approach, In 1942 the first economic development plan, which covered one 
year, was worked outs; the broadest strata of the population participated in 
the preparation of this plan. The first three-year plan was adopted for 

the period 1943-1945, and the first five-year plan will begin in 1986, Con- 
sultations between the leadership of Crenadaand the representatives of the 
socialist alliance countries played a substantial role in the formulation 
of these plans, 
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The process of the revolutionary transformations in Grenada has demonstrated 
that planning under conditions of a noncapitalist path of development and the 
existence of a mixed economy creates the opportunity for the implementation 

of innovative initiatives, They are essential because the implementation of 
Grenada’s economic development plans is not possible without the use of 

forcign capital investment, which must be attracted, Grenada receives its 
basie currency income from tourism and the exporting of spices, cocoa 

and bananas, Traditionally these branches of the country’s economy depend 

on Western markets, where Grenada's small, open economic system constantly en- 
counters significant difficulties, The island*s economic development 

is influenced by the fact that the medium-term predictions of Grenada's 
economic growth rates depend in large measure on the export of goods and 
services, and on the conditions of trade and the size of foreign exchange assets 
which the country may attract in the form of technology, state grants, 
subsidies, loans and private capital investment. The position is also 
complicated by the lack of specialists, including those capable of developing 
plans and implementing their fulfillment, 


It is for precisely this reason that the revolution has undertaken to carry 

out an intensive program of professional training and retraining, in the course 
of which leading personnel are raising the level of their specialized as well as 
hy omic knowledge, As a result Grenada has succeeded in training 

Jithin a short period of time the necessary number of specialistss it has 

also established a statistical service, which did not exist previously and which 
is becoming the basis for the planning of the economy. 


It is interesting to note that the intensive program for raising the educational 
and cultural level of the population in general, and of the government apparatus 
jloyees in particular, has much in common with the experience of the Soviet 
tnion, especially in the Central Asian republics. In making, creative use of 
achievements in the area of planning, Grenada is already using the balance 
method successfully. Thanks to the increased use of statistical and other 
analytical instruments, our specialists are now able to solve complex economic 
problems and determine the most important parameters for the development of 
production and consumption of the basic goods and services, Of course, this 
process has only just begun, We still have a lot to learn and much to improve, 
However, with the aid of the planning organizations in the socialist countries, 
wid especially in the Soviet Union, we are satisfying our thirst for knowledge, 
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[t is no accident that even the representatives of the Western banking services, 
the experts of the International Monetary Fund and observers who hold very 
diverse views agree that in four years the economy of Grenada has achieved 
significant successes, This is especially noticeable in the sphere of 

publie services, Free education and medical services constitute a significant 
achievement, Today assets obtained from the introduction of state control 

over the importing of the basic consumer goods, and over prices and incomes, 
ire used for the social needs of the broad strata of the population, All 

this provides evidence that Grenada is the first English-speaking Caribbean 
country to begin restructuring the system for the distribution and redistri- 
bution of the GNP, a system which has a fundamental effect on the entire 
structure of socio-political relations. 
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The Grenadan revolut‘onis a component of the world revolutionary process, which 
began with the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution, When 
speaking about the role of the Soviet Union as a beacon in the liberation 
trugple, M. Bishop, the prime minister of Grenada, in particular, noted: 
"It is an histor ical fact that a revolutionary situation developed in many 
parts of the world as a result of the USSR victory over Nazi Germany, This 
histor 1c achievement shook to the foundation the cornerstone of imperialism's 
might and abundance--the colonial system of dependence and exploitation. This 
pave rise to a kind of chain reaction, which brought millions of people into 
the struggle to do away with colonialism. All the peoples of the former 
colonies must truly feel gratitude for the firm and principled support which 
the Soviet people give to the cause of the struggle against colonialisn, 
racism, neocolonialism and povertyeee 


"Of course, without the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution, it 
would have been incomparably more difficult to achieve the victory of the 
Grenadan revolution.” 


After the 1979 victory Grenada embarked firmly on a path--which had been 
chosen previously by revolutionary forces--oriented toward socialism. The 
advantages of the new path are manifested not only in the improvement of the 
people's material well-being in general, but also in the psychological sphere, 
which determines the actions of a free people. 


Based on the experience of the socialist countries, the New JEWEL Movement 
party has strengthened its positions among the masses, Popular support is 
manifested not only in the public’s active participation in mass organizations 
but also in its constant willingness to be drawn into the process of political 
and economic decision making. For example, between December 1921 and February 
1982, 80 percent of the adult population participated through various organiza- 
tions in the discussion of the 1982 budget and the first national plan. In 
1982-1983 similar processes continue to develop. 


It is precisely this very broad participation oF the masse 
and increases the significance of the revolution's Pree 
mobilization and the raising of political consciousness 
the economy and international relations. Ail these 
essence of our revolution’s daily work. 


a @ 


And the essence of the Grenadan people's struggle also lies here, 

From the very beginning a characteristic feature of the struggle has been the 
aspiration toward maximal unity. In the period of res istance to the Gairy 
tyranny everyone who was in opposition was drawn into the struggle. The 
uprising was an act of the people's will, and all strata of the population 
took part in it. All patriots can participate in the revolutionary process, 
As the minister of national mobilization said: “It is only because our people 
were drawn in a democratic manner into the work of preparing the uprising 
that they became direct participants in the revolutionary process, and, 
moreover, this participation level is growing from day to day.” 


And the prime minister pointed out that the unity of the people is the best 
response to the imperialist threat to revolution: "The common response (of 
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all revolutions to imperialist aggression, R.J.) is unity: the internal 
unity of our people and the international unity of all the forces which are 
striving for peace, democracy, social progress and national liberation.” 


Thus the revolutionary process in Grenda confirms the foilowing well-known 


tenets: the development of the revolutionary proce in each country takes 
its own paths; the existence of a monolithic vanguard p: organized on the 
basis of scientific principles is a necessary precondi. .. for the successful 


development of the revolutions the defense of the revolutionary gains and the 
further consolidation of the revolutionary forces is impossible unless 
revolutionary ideals are instilled in the population's consciousness;$ 

unity at both the national and international levels is a very important factor 

in the defense of the revolution; the rate and direction or revolutionary 
transformations depends on the specific factors of world-wide development; 

a socialisc orientation is a reliable way to overcome socio-economic backwardness 
quickly and, finally, the organized popular masses are the creator of the 
revolution. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Nauka", "Latinskaya Amerika”, 1983 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUADELOUPL 


GENERAL COUNCIL DEBATES ON BUDGET 
Pointe-a-Pitre FRANCE-ANTILLES in French 22 Jul 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] General Council: Success for Mrs Michaux-Chevry. The addition- 
al budget was approved unanimously, including by the PCG [Guadeloupian 
Communist Party]. 


Closing of the fourth session of the General Council. Success for the 
president: The additional budget was unanimously approved. 


Two important facts must be remembered about the closing meeting of the fourth ses- 
sion of Guadeloupe's General Council: The first is that it was a meeting filled 
with contradictions. Refusing to approve the departmental administrative budget for 
fiscal year 1982, although it showed a surplus, the Guadeloupian Communist Party, 
through its spokesman Daniel Génies, declared that this decision was a political act. 
Two hours later, that same communist party was approving the additional budget, 
declaring on doing so that it had never intended to engage in "systematic opposition’ 
within this departmental assembly. The second contradiction occurred when one of 
the general counsellors who is now a socialist, took offence when one of his col- 
leagues told him to "shut up," although a little later, another of his friends used, 
without criticism, much more vulgar language against a general counsellor. The 
second, and by far the most important fact to remember, is that this meeting marked 
the successful handling of departmental affairs; it also showed how totally success- 
ful were the departmental executive branch and President Lucette Michaux-Chevry, 
since the additional budget she submitted was unanimously adopted by the department- 
alists, socialists, communists and even the representative of the Mystic-Rationalist 
Party, Gérard Lauriette. Deputy Esdras and President Bernier in particular stressed 
that it was a clear victory for the woman some call Guadeloupe's "Iron Lady." 


The budget was the primary concern of this fourth meeting of the General Council 
since it dealt in particular with the review of the 1982 administrative budget and 
the projected additional budget for fiscal year 1983. A voluminous report was 
submitted by Jean-Louis, general counsellor for Trois Riviéres, on behalf of the 
Financial Affairs Committee. 


This presentation was preceded by a vote on the 1982 administrative budget which 
showed a surplus of 34,844,991.99 francs. We must remember that it was only on 
1 April 1982 that the president of the General Council took charge of the department- 
al executive branch. She therefore took over an ongoing budget in which preparation 
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she had not been involved since, at the time, the prefectoral administrative budget 
which had been unanimously approved was still in effect. This administrative budget, 
it should be specified, was mitvlied to the operating budget of the disbursing gen- 
eral treasurer and, as aforementioned, was showing a surplus. 


Despite this fact, the PCG refused to vote on it, under the pretense that its elect- 
ed representatives were not participating in the financial management of the depart- 
ment from which they had voluntarily excluded tiiemslves. The PCG spokesman further 
declared that this negative vote was "above all a political act." For the depart- 
mentalists, the communists’ decision could only be regarded as a show of intention, 
a vote against the president ard, in addition, refusing to approve this administra- 
tive budget was equivalent to voting against the prefect. Still, according to them, 
if was the first time that the Guadeloupian elect were in charge of managing the 
department and they could only be satisfied with the way in which business had been 
transacted, the more so as the surplus of the administrative budget proved effec- 
tively that Guadeloupe'’s budget was being well managed. As for the socizlists, they 
certainly were sorry that the elect were not participating more intensively in th 
administration of the department, but taking into consideration that an administra- 
tive document. was under discussion, they declared their determination to vote in 
favor of this administrative budget. 


As requested by regulations, once the debate was over, the president withdrew and the 
1982 administrative budget was put to a vote: It was approved by 21 votes, those of 
the departmentalists and socialists; eight votes against, those of the communists, 
Jean Girard and Marcellin Lubeth; and one abstention, that of Gérard Lauriette. 


Stormy Debates 


Mrs Michaux-Chevry having returned to her chair as president of the Assembly, the 
meeting reconvened, this time to deal with the 1983 additional budget. The report 
submitted for study to the Financial Affairs Committee was set at 377,008,449 
francs in actual transactions with 332,506,061 francs earmarked for the investment 
sector and 44,502,388 francs for the operating sector. As called for in the 
administrative budget, it is still a carry-over budget since the investment sector 
includes 308,562,178 francs in carry-over as compared to 23,943,383 francs in new 
operations. . 


Two of the projects reviewed in that budget came under lengthy discussions. The 
first to be addressed was the Terre de Bas airport. It involves a project begun, it 
is a known fact, several years ago, but never completed. Yet, large sums of money 
have been allocated. Work estimated at 10,009,000 francs still remains to be done 
today, whereas requests for loans have been denied. Furthermore, some elect ques- 
tioned the need to continue building this airport while others wondered if its 
location was not a danger to the passengers. The use of helicopters to ensure 
passenger traffic was even being considered. Was, however, the cost of running a 
helicopter known? Then someone asked again if there were enough traffic to justify 
this large fina: cial outlay. 


Doctor L'Etang, the general counsellor of Saintes, who is also mayor of Terre de Bas 


had much difficulty defending his position in view of these discussions. He is a 
fighter, however, and he would not concede defeat easily. He offered convincing 
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arguments, asserting among other things the urgent need to remove the island of 
Terre de Bas from {ts isolation. Dr L'Etang got his way. He succeeded in getting 
the report amended and he heard the president tell him that it was "vital for the 
lferre de Bas department to have an airport." He therefore had no need to worry; hy 
only required continued patience as had been the case for several years. Sooner or 
later, Terre de Bas would get its airport. 


The second lengthy discussion concerned a 600,000 franc subsidy requested by the 
Department of Tourism. It turned into a heated dispute between | icien Bernier and 
Raymond Vivies. They have been friends for a long time. Lucien Bernier, as a law- 
yer and with his 38 years of experience in the General Council, calmly defended his 
position. Raymond Vivies with his more impetuous nature got quickly angry. What 

was involved? Lucien Bernier found himself in the minority in the committee meeting. 
He wanted a 600,000 subsidy; the other commissioners had only allocated 300,000 
francs as they did not have enough documents. Consequently, that was the figure 
mentioned in the report. 


Meanwhile, Raymond Vivies having met with officials of the Tourism Office, recognized 
his error during the plenary meeting. He finally asked that the 600,000 franc ) 
subsidy be granted. This was the cause of the dispute between the two men, President 
Bernier and the committee chairman asking for a little more seriousness in the work 
of the committee. The 600,000 franc subsidy was finally granted. 


An Expert in Dialectics 


Daniel Genies explained that his party would approve the additional budget, for it 
involved a budget of carry-over credits. He said that "There was a social and eco- 
nomic trend in that budget that would have to be taken in consideration." He spoke 
about the status of departmental personnel, the provisions to be considered for 
improving the situation of DASS agents, etc. In the economic area, a consensus was 
achieved to save the sugar industry and enable the four plants to operate. Genies 
declared: "We can only be satisfied with these proposals." It was a positive vote, 
therefore, but not a rallying one. "We never intended to offer a systematic opposi- 
tion, it is not in our political nature... We exclude all demagogic positions... 

In this Assembly, we belong to the opposition, but we know where to place our 
priorities..." 


Deputy Esdras was pleased with the PCG's decision. He regretted, however, that his 
spokesman had made two radically opposed speeches in the space of 2 hours, cv: cern 
ing the administrative budget, once when he admitted that it was a political vote 
and then when he declared being against systematic opposition. For Deputy Esdras, 
it still was a demagogic decision, the PCG not wanting to find itself isolated once 
again from its socialist allies and consequently, it had agreed to approve the 
budget. 


For President Bernier, the PCG's spokesman is an expert in dialectics. He criticized 
his party for having approved the first budget while refusing to approve the adminis- 
trative budget, thus proving its hostility to the president. He declared: "You are 
setting a trap for us by approving this additional budget...” 
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The additional budget which amounts to 360,311,255 francs in revenues and expendi- 
tures was approved unanimously as submitted by the Financial Affairs Committee. 


Other business was then reviewed, resolutions submitted and adopted and further end- 
less discussions begun. SOSUMAG was requested to do its utmost for the Grand Anse 
plant of Marie Gallante, called "The handicapped child of the department," by the 
president, whereas the Beauport plant was only being leased. The sugar industry of 
Marie Gallante had to be maintained at all cost. It was earnestly requested, how- 
ever, to wait for the conclusions of the audit and to curb SOSUMAC'’s demands for a 
guarantee. 


The resolution submitted by Raphael Koury for the rebuilding of Pointe-4~Pitre 
parish hall was the subject of lengthy discussions. He asked that the president of 
the General Council get in touch with the parish priest and Point-4-Pitre municipal- 
ity to enable them to study jointly the possibility of promoting the financing 
methods needed for this reconstruction. Daniel Genies considered this resolution 

to be demagogic and a sham; since meeting with the mayor of Pointe-a-Pitre did not 
require a resolution, it was useless The PCC abstained from voting on the resolu- 
tion. Some representatives felt that the General Council did not need to become in- 
volved in the business of the communes. They said that 11 was a purely political matter. 
Other replied that, even though the department had to be concerned with the problems 
of the communes, it did not mean it had to become involved in thetr affairs. This 
resolution was not illegal, the more so as it reflected the wish of many Pointe-4a- 
Pitre residents who signed a petition to that effect and social peace in the 
department was the concern of all the members of the General Council. 


Tnis discussion became rapidly very heated and sharp remarks were exchanged, 
especially between the president and Mathurin, the mayor of Desirada. The calm 
eventually returned, however, {inasmuch as the representative of the Pointe-4-Pitre 
municipality made promises toward the reconstruction of this parish hall and Raphael 
Koury finally tabled his resolution. 


Calm finally returned and the meeting closed at 21:15 hour. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUADELOUP 


GENERAL, REGIONAL COUNCILS’ RESPONSIBILITIES OUTLINED 
Pointe-a-Pitre INFORMATION CARAIBE in French 24 Jul 43 p 1 


[Text] Georges Lemoine, new secretary of state to the DOMs-TOMs [Overseas Depart- 
ments-Overseas Territories] since March 1983, made his first official visit to the 
French West Indies from 18 to 25 July. In both Martinique and Guadeloupe, he visited 
factories and plantations; he also held meetings of an economic nature. “Decentral- 
ization," however, was the theme and primary goal of this trip. 


In fact, G Lemoine found a pending dossier. The government, with Henri Emmanuelli, 
having failed (first before the local opposition, then before the Constitutional 
Council) to set up a single assembly through the DOM, hastily organized elections 
for a new type of Regional Council, before it had even defined its powers and re- 
sources, They, therefore, remain to be defined and--under the slightly mislabeled 
term of "decentralization" which makes one think of the state first--what is really 
involved is the assignment of responsibilities to a General and a Regional Council, 
each complementing the other, in each of the DOMs. 


G Lemoine prepared the ad hoc law. The draft has not yet been written but the secre- 
tary of state has suggestions and he would like Parliament to vote on this during 

the last quarter of 1983. The meetings with the presidents and bureaux of the 
Ceneral and Regional Councils were the real highlights of this trip. 


Responsibilities should be divided according to the foilowing principles: 


1) ‘The DOM Department becomes once again the Common Law Department, that is . say, 
it loses the privileges acquired through the decrees of 1960/1961, i.e., administra- 
tion of some investment funds (FIR [Road Investment Fund] and FIDOM [Overseas 
Departments Investment Fund]), dock dues, right to “draft bills,” and right to give 
opinion on any legislative bill involving the DOMs. 





2) The General Councils would be responsible for "daily operations,” whereas the 
Regional Councils would be concerned with preparing for the future, i.e., economic, 
socia) and cultural planning. 


To implement these changes, the Department would have an “operating” budget and the 
Region (single department) would have an investment and promotion budget. The firsc 
budget would be three times as large as the second (not counting the social aid 
budget which is not included in the division of responsibilities). 
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The Keyional Counct! would administer the dock dues, f.e., determinaiton of basic 
rates, exemptions, ete and it would receive one percent of the revenues; the communes 
would continue to be the benefictaries of this indirect taxes on all imports. 


Revenues from the FIR would be shared. It remains to be seen who would determine the 
procedure and amount of taxation. It seems certain that the fuel tax will not be 
stricly earmarked for road works alone, but will be apportioned for other equipment 
or infrastructures. 


FIDOM already has a “central” state section and a "local" departmental section. A 
"regional" section would be created, but it is not known if it would correspond to a 
global increase of the said fund. 


It would be left to the Regional Council to submit proposals concerning programs and 
the organization of the radio and television network. 


The Regional Council would also be responsible for transportation and school build- 
ings for all grades. 


In Martinique, the Ceneral Council {is controlled by the opposition and the Regional 
by the majority. The latter which was set up 5 months ago is becoming impatient 
because it has nothing to do. The General Council's majority had first announced its 
intention to hold discussions and to end the tension, but in a press conference at 
tie end of the work meeting, {it assued G Lemoine of, in particular, violating the law 
and wanting to "settle some scores while acting full of goodwill." 


The opposition controls both councils in Guadeloupe and Mrs Michaux Chevry who more- 
over {s a lawyer by profession, preferred to chair the old General Council rather 
than the new regional assembly. Courtesy did not prevent the debate from getting 
rough. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


UNE LEADER PROPOSES BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE 
Guatemala City PPENSA LIBRE in Spanish 21 Aug 83 p 11 


[Text] The Secretary Ceneral of the Committee for the "National Fquicratic 
Union" (UNE), Enrique Rittscher Arnold, has explained why the equicrats have 
refrained from attending meetings held by other committees for organizing 
political parties, 


He said that statements such as those made by party leaders to the effect 
that "all the committees have met," or "have agreed," are not true, since 
the equicrats have refrained entirely from reaching agreements or holding 
meetings of any kind with the aforesaid politicians, since their goals do 
not coincide, He explained that UNE is based on tie equicratic ideal which 
has for its objective the achievement of a true, legitimate and equitably 
functioning democracy by means of an orderly change in the arciiale system 
of government, wlich needs to evolve (and not to be revolutionized) toward 
a system which 18 more in accord with the current needs of our people, 


lie sald that our country, like so many others, has suffered the imposition 
of minority governments which, taking advantage of equivocal systems, have 
made the people belleve that they are being governed "democratically," 

when the actual situation has been one of real party and sector dictator- 
ships, whether of the Right or Left, depending on who is in power, This has 
caused frustration and thus the current violent, destabilizing and weakening 
consequences which it 1s the obligation of every citizen who 1s conscious of 
his duty to his fellow citizens to avoid in the future, 


"Therefore, because of the respect due pubiic opinion, and to avoid in the 
future any attempt to include the equicrats in statements which in no way 
colncide with their tdeals, they have expressed themselves as above noted and 
gone on record to tne effect that the equicratic system of councils, which 
they propose as an addition to the three traditional powers, have as their 
objective to give to the people a vital and absolutely necessary opportunity 
for the broadest participation and most legitimate representation through 
this system, since it includes the formation of something resembling a 
second legislative body: the first being the regular one, the National 
Congress, charged with making regulatory laws, which it has traditionally 
done, and the new one, made up of sectors which, because 1t would functtion- 
ally represent the people, would be charged with far-reaching laws, similar 
to bicameral systems in the more advanced countries, This new forrula is 
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belleved to Le the only way to achieve long-lasting and satisfactory results 


Wisieli wL11 be conducive to the gwoclal, economic and political stability of 
ail sectors and all communities in the country, respecting thus their 
traditional ways of life and wore and not attempting, as imported ideologies 
do, to impose itself, wipiny out freedom under the pretext of a totalitarian, 


major‘ty or party democracy, whether of the Left or Bight,” 
History, explained Ynrique Kittecher, has fully demonstrated that the 
traditional, exclusively party system has led some to take acyuntage of 

power to the detriment of the rest of the people, also causing division 

even amony members of the same familly, not to mention between brothers of the 
game nationality, thue creating Internal antagonisems which are dangerously 
debilitating and, sadly enough, only play into the hands of foreign powers, 
particularly those which are totalitarilan, which, while the nation is bljeed- 
ing to death, find it easler to gain mastery over a people thus confused 

and disorganized, 


"the equicratic system of government, explained Rittscher, “includes, besides 
the three traditional branches of government (executive, legislative and 
judicial), the conciliar, as manifested in the future upper house, and it is 
believed that this, in addition to benefite already mentioned, will avoid 


abuses of power better than does our country's traditional unicameral 


VECO P 


He pointed out, however, that in epitre of the fact that the equicrats have 
refrained from meeting or making pacte with other committees, he does not 
discount the possibility that members or leaders of other organizations, 
Including political, may in the future participate within the equicratic 
frameworr, nee they maintain that there are many new wise and well- 
intentioned leaders who, when they understand the equicratic ideology, which 
is completely Guatemalan and not imported, like that of many of the parties 
and committees, wil] understand that it 16 also of greater benefit to al] 
the Guatemalan people than the traditionally unstable form of government 
solely by the party system, which has caused our country so many problems, 
Therefore they wlil not want to return to the errors of the past, he said in 


losing. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


BANDESA ASSISTANCE REPORT--The National Agricultural Development Bank 
(BANDESA) met the credit requirements of 14,737 small and medium preducers 
from January to July of this year for a total sum of 26,794,384 quetzals, 
according to the most recent report of the Division of Programming and of 
the bank's Department of Statistics and Research, BANDESA's credit activi- 
ties are developed through its 37 agencies and 13 rural branches throughout 
the national territory, serving exclusively the most needy sectors in rural 
areas which are not covered by any other banking institution, state or 
private, ‘Taking into account the importance of this activity, BANDESA 
earmarked 22,601,649 quetzals for farmers alone, and 10,069,261 quetzals 
within this sector for the cultivation of staple grains (corn, beans, rice, 
wheat, sorghum, sesame, etc,). BANDESA granted loans for crop diversifica- 
tion to more than 1,200 applicants for a total of 2,126,515 quetzals, and 
for other crops, over 9,770,000 quetzals to more than 3,500 borrowers. For 
mini-irrigation projects, BANDESA granted financial assistance to 34 small 
and medium producers in the amount of 163,203 quetzals; for livestock 
raising credits were granted to more than 300 applicants for more than 
1,900,000 quetzals; in the crafts, to 164 small and medium producers for a 
total of 143,850 quetzals, and for housing, to 794 applicants in the amount 
of 2,094,859 quetzals, In the month of July alone BANDESA granted more than 
1000 credits (at low interest and with reasonable terms) for more than 
2,200,000 quetzale, For agriculture alone, 1,639,111] quetzals; for diversi- 
fication of crops, 130 credits for more than 209,000 quetzals; other crops, 
96 loans for a total of over 790,000 quetzals, among other important 
categories, [Text] [Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 

19 Aug 43 p 4}j 4735 


AVYIATECA MAKES GAINS--The national airline enterprise (AVIATFCA) Received a 
total of approximately 11 million quetzals as a subsidy to enabie it to 
function, according to Col Mario Cabrera Sandoval, former superintendent of 
the firm in question, In an interview with PRENSA LIBRE Colonel Cabrera 
indicated that the firm was really a burden for the state, since it had an 
exaggerated number of employees, to the point where there were around 100 
workers for each airplane, "However," he said, "during the last 12 months 
the firm has been able to demonstrate that it can operate without government 
subsidies, thanks to the policy of extreme austerity that was implemented, 
which permitted a notable increase in its income.” During this period also 
the firm's modern offices were constructed, as well as a huge hanger, and 
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plane maintenance has begun to be carried out here; in previous years it was 
done in other countries, which meant the loss of several thousand dollars 
annually. Several travel ayents have expressed their thanks to Colonel 
Cabrera for his cooperation during the time he headed the firm, He improved 
schedules, while AVIATECA took much more responsibility and was more con- 
cerned about improving the country’s image in the United States, Cabrera, 
they said, helped to get the United States to withdraw its "travel advisory,” 
which was a warning for tourists to stay away from Guatemala, Colonel 
Cabrera was replaced recently in his position as director by wviation pilot 
Col Anacleto Maza Castellanos, who has promised to continue the austerity 
policy put into effect by the former director, [Text] [Guatemala City 
PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 21 Aug 83 pp 4, 34] 8735 
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COUNTKY SECTION MEXICO 


REPORTAGE ON GUATEMALAN REFUCEES, LABORERS IN BORDER AREAS 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 15 Aug 83 p 6 


[Article by Juan Balboa: "85,000 Guatemalans Took Refuge in Mexico until the 
Overthrow of General Rios Montt's Government" 


[Text] Guatemalan Border, 14 Aug--Humanitarian organizations and solidarity 
committees have agreed that approximately 85,000 Cuatemalans entered Mexico 

as refugees and farm workers until the overthrow of Gen Jose EfrainRios Montt's 
government. They also stated that the Guatemalan Army's "bloody" incursions 
into Mexican territory stopped as a result of the Contadora Group's peace pro- 
cess in Central America. 


The Mexican and Christian Committees of Solidarity with Guatemalan Refugees 
also condemned "the bad treatment" which the Department of Immigration gave 
to the bishop of Tehuantepec, Arturo Lona, who visited refugee camps in 
Chiapas on Tuesday as the representative of south Pacific coast bishops. 


Two areas where Guatemalans fleeing the repression in their country have settled 
are located in the 16 Mexican municipalities bordering on the Central American 
region. 


The first is characterized as an area in which Central American labor is used 
for cutting coffee and sugarcane and is located between the municipalities 

of Motozintla and Tapachula. forty thousand Guatemalans have settled in this 
area, employed as farm workers and living on communal grazing land and coffee 
plantations. 


The other area--which the Mexican Government and the United Nations have 
designated a refuyge--is divided into four municipalities--Ocosingo, Margaritas, 
Trinitarila and Frontera Comalapa--where 45,000 Guatemalans live in 77 settle- 
‘ments, 99 percent of whom are Indian farm workers who arrived in Mexico within 
the last 18% months and who live in refugee camps along the border, 


The representative of doctors of Comitan hospital, Ernesto Gonzalez de la Torre, 
explained that 50 percent of the 45,000 refugees in this area are less than 

15 years old, that the fathers of 10 percent of the families in the camps have 
been assassinated, and that 90 percent of the population is illiterate. 














The Mexican and Christian Committees and humanitarian organizations say that 
during the last 4 months of Cen Romeo Lucas Garcia's government--December 1981 
to March 1982--10,000 Guatemalans from the departments of Huehuetenango and 
San Marcos arrived in Mexico, 


They said that, according to the statements of refugees, the latter were fleeing 
"because of the massacres being carried out by the army in Guatemala." 


Following the military coup which was led by Gen Efrain Rios Muntt--in 


March 1982--the exodus of Guatemalans to Mexico was constant and grew even 
larger. 


Representatives of the committees explained that the most critical months of 
Cuatemalan emigration to Mexico began in July 1982. Emigration intensified 
in October and November of that same year. 


"During the 17 months of the Rios Montt regime, 35,000 Indians from various 
tribes sought refuge in Mexico and thousands of others came in as farm workers 
in the coffee-growing region of Sierra Madre de Chiapas." 


They maintained that as a result of the Contadora Group's peace negotiations 
in Central America, "the army's attacks stopped."" They recalled that the last 
attack by the army took place in early February of this year, but explained 
that violations of Mexican territory continue. 


The representatives also reported that lower Immigration Department officials 
"are abusing their authority." 


They added that on 9 August, immigration agent Vicente Esteves "forced a 
15-year-old youth in the Chupadero camp to strip and threatened him with de- 
portation if he did not follow his orders." 


They also said that the bishop of Tehuantepec, Arturo Lona, arrived in the 
game refugee camp on the following day and that he was gathering information 
which would be analyzed at the next meeting of bishops of the south Pacific 
coast, which includes the states of Chiapas and Oaxaca. 





They explained that six immigration agents and two security guards refused 
to let the bishop of Tehuantepec pass through and tried to force him to leave 
tne camp, 


The committee representatives added that the agents asked about the reason for 
Lona's presence on the southern border. The bishop answered that he was a 
Mexican and that he could travel anywhere in his country and that if that were 
not the case, then they should remove the Mexican flag which was nearby. The 
agents remained silent and allowed the bishop to go ahead. 


Four days after hearing over the radio about the coup d'etat led by Gen Oscar 
Mejia Victores, the Guatemalan refugees, through their representatives, wrote 
letters to international organizations, including Amnesty International, re- 
affirming their decision not to return to their country "while Guatemala con- 
tinues to be governed by assassins and the wealthy." 
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One of the letters stated: "The current coup d'etat in Guatemala is just 
another manipulation by the wealthy groups of the same dictatorship. We do 
not wish to return, because the situation is becoming worse and worse. We 
will return only if UN representatives guarantee respect for human rights." 


Between coups d'etat, threats of deportation, terrorism along the border by 
the Guatemalan Army and aid from international organizations, the refugees 


are simply waiting to see what the actions of the new government headed by 
Gen Oscar Mejia Victores will bring. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


GOVERNMENT APPROVES 800 MILLION PESOS FOR OAXACA 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 12 Aug 83 p 9 
[Article by Antonio Mejia] 


[Excerpts] Oaxaca, Oax., 11 Aug--State Governor Pedro Vasquez Colmenares said 
today that President Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado is making a real response 
to Oaxaca's demands. 


Vasquez Colmenares made the foregoing statement during a meeting in which it 
was announced that various projects would be implemented with loans from the 
National Public Works and Services Bank (BANOBRAS) in the amount of 800 million 
pesos and additional investment of 750 million, considered within the emergency 
job protection program, thus providing a total of 1,500 million pesos. 


During that meeting, BANOBRAS General Manager Enrique Creel de la Barra turned 
over loan advances totaling 76 million pesos for the construction of urban 
infrastructure works in which 485 million pesos will be invested, comprising 
part of the 800 million pesos agreed upon between that fiduciary institution 
and the state government. 


After stating that the remainder of the loan will soon be turned over, the 
BANOBRAS official pointed out that the works package, during its first stage, 
will provide benefits to more than 180,000 Oaxacans and noted chat of the 

485 million pesos approved, 159 million will be used for drinking water pro- 
yrams for Ciudad I[xtepec, Huajuapan de Leon, Juchitan de Zaragoza and Tlacolula 
de Matamoros; 127 million for sewerage works in Loma Bonita, Espinal, Tuxtepec, 
Ciudad Ixteper, Tlaxiaco and Putla; 61 million for construction of the Puerto 
Escondido market and a super shopping center in Ciudad Ixtepec; and 138 million 
for paving and sewerage works in Tlaxiaco, paving projects in Etla, and urban 
planning projects in Tuxtepec, Matias Romero and Teotitlan de Flores Magon, 
whose authorities have received advances. 


The BANOBRAS general manager noted that the foregoing is a result of proposals 
made by Oaxacan municipal officials to President Miguel de la Madrid during 
the chief executive's visit of 21 March. He said that the loans and projects 
announced constitute the response which BANOBRAS, in accordance with presiden- 
tial instructions and in close, consistent coordination with the Oaxacan State 
Government, is making to some of those requests. 
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After referring to the country's current crisis, the general manager said that 

despite this situation, the bank which he supervises has overcome the problems 

and has set specific priorities as proposed by the beneficiary municipalities. 

He added that the coordinated effort between the state government and BANOBRAS 

are examples which must be considered, because they demonstrate the implementa- 
tion of a program and a plan outlined by the president of the republic. 


In his speech, Governor Vasquez Colmenares said that Miguel de la Madrid is 
governing for all in a revolutionary and federalist sense and that with the 
existing coordinated programs, the political views of the present federal 
government are being strengthened, a government which is trying to secure 
better mutual well-being for Mexicans. 


The governor also mentioned the authorization of an additional investment of 
750 million pesos, considered within the job protection program. In the 
presence of the program's regional coordinator, Rafael Hernandez Ochoa, he 
said that last March President Miguel de la Madrid authorized 1,000 million 
pesos for works of social benefit, mainly roads and physical infrastructures 
of a productive nature which will make it possible to stimulate the state's 
economy while utilizing our natural and human resources in a rational way. 


The additional investment of 750 million pesos will be used immediately for 
expediting school projects, health care centers, urban planning, forest de- 
velopment, rural roads, agricultural programs and in institutions of a cultural 
nature so that Oaxacans will have better conditions for development. 


Atty Angel Cesar Mendoza Aramburu, representative of the Federal Trust Fund 

for Municipal Development and of the Federal Investment Fund for Drinking Water 
and Sewerage, also announced that in addition to the approved loans, whose 
advances were turned over today, the remainder of the program is on the verge 
of being approved, which will also benefit Ciudad Ixtepec, Santa Lucia del 
Camino, San Miguel Sola de la Vega, Tehuantepec, Pochutla, Pinotepa Nacional, 
San Blas Atempa, Santo Domingo Ingenio, and various districts of the Oaxacan 
capital. 


At the start of the meeting, architect Carlos Eduardo Morales Rodriguez, general 
director of the state government's Urban Development and Public Works division, 
revealed the status of the loans approved by BANOBRAS and of 21 construction, 
sewerage and drinking-water projects being implemented in the same number of 
towns and which are already 30 percent completed on the average. 


He said that these projects are the result of the concern of Vasquez Colmenares' 
administration to provide most of the state's communities with infrastructures 
by arranging loans with BANOBRAS, as authorized by the state legislature for 

up to 15,000 million pesos. Two previous loans of 20 and 50 million pesos 

were obtained from BANOBRAS for project planning and initial works. 


The meeting was attended by federal and state officials and by the representatives 
of the municipalities which received their loan advances. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


OPINION SURVEY FINDS PAN POPULARITY INCREASING 
Monterrey EL NORTE in Spanish 15 Aug 83 p 1B 


[Text] Whereas 53 percent of the residents of Monterrey, the Federal District [DF] 
and Guadalajara believed in 1982 that the PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] 
could do more for the good of the country, those who share that opinion are 

down to 45 percent in 1983. 


On the other hand, if 34 percent of the residents of those cities believed 

in 1982 that PAN [National Action Party] could do more for the good of the 
country, their numbers have risen to 38 percent in 1983. 

Based on a survey conducted by the Vega and Associates Marketing Research Com- 
pany among residents of the country’s three largest population centers concern- 
ing some of Mexico's social, political and economic problems, it was learned 
that PAN's popularity increased more than the PRI's from 1982 to 1983. 


This report was compiled in June through personal interviews with upper-middle, 
lower-middle and working class residents. 


Residents of the highest economic class were polled by mail, with 26 percent 
of them responding. 


According to Vega and Associates, an effort was made to poll residents of the 
lowest economic class, but this was impossible due to their poor ability to 
respond. 

A total of 2,286 persons were polled, with the following distribution: 

1) Highest economic class: 93 in DF, 95 in Guadalajara, and 92 in Monterrey. 
2) Upper middle class: 228 in DF, 198 in Guadalajara, and 212 in Monterrey. 
3) Lower middle class: 525 in DF, 439 in Guadalajara, and 404 in Monterrey. 


Questions asked included the following: 


1) “What is more beneficial for the country: for large companies to be managed 
by the government or by private individuals?" 
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Of residents polled in the three cities, 81 percent agreed that it would be 
more beneficial for such companies to be managed by private individuals. 


Eleven percent said they were in favor of the government doing so and 8 percent 
said they favored both. 


Based on the trend observed during the last 2 years in regard to this question, 
the following could be noted: 


Whereas 76 percent of DF residents favored private individuals in 1982, 81 
percent were in favor of this in 1983. 


In Guadalajara, those in favor of private individuals rose from 78 to 82 percent 
from 1982 to 1983, respectively. 


In Monterrey, the percentage of those favoring private individuals rose from 
84 to 88 percent from 1982 to 1983, respectively. 


2) "Who is more concerned about the welfare of the people: businessmen or 
the government?" 


Forty-six percent of all residents of the three cities said the government 
was, while 23 percent said businessmen were. 


However, whereas 49 percent of UF residents said the government was and 19 
percent said businessmen were, in Monterrey 32 percent believed that the 


government was more concerned and 49 percent thought businessmen were. 


3) "In general, do you believe that your city's business leaders treat workers 
well?” 


Forty-seven percent of all those polled said yes, while 38 percent said no. 

In the DF, 45 percent said yes and 40 percent said no. 

In Guadalajara, 38 percent said yes and 46 percent said no. 

In Monterrey, 73 percent said yes and 16 percent said no. 

4) “What is your opinion of the job being done by President Miguel de la Madrid?" 


Ten percent of ali those polled answered very good, 44 percent answered good, 
and 29 percent answered poor. 


In the DF, 11 percent said very good, 46 percent said good and 29 percent said 


poor. 


In Guadalajara, 8 percent answered very good, 35 percent answered good, and 
29 percent answered poor. 


In Monterrey, 12 percent said very good, 48 percent said good, and 27 percent 
said poor. 
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5) “Could you cite the principal achievements of Miguel de la Madrid?" 

Of all residents polled, 16 percent said that he is fighting corruption, 

13 percent sald that his reporting is realistic, 9 percent cited control of 
public spending, 9 percent cited control of inflation, and 7 percent said that 
he didn't just talk a lot. 

6) "Could you cite the principal shortcomings of Miguel de la Madrid?" 


"Not prosecuting the thieves of the previous administration" was the response 
of 17 percent of all residents polled. 


"Not vigorously fighting corruption” was cited by another 10 percent. 
"Not returning banks to private individuals” was the opinion of another 7 percent. 


7) "If you were president of the republic, to which issues or problems would 
you give most consideration?" 


Twenty-six percent of all those polled said that it would be to fighting 
corruption. 


8) "Do you believe that Miguel de la Madrid will vigorously fight corruption?” 
Sixty-one percent of all those polled said no and 27 percent said yes. 


The percentages of answers to this question by residents of the DF, Guadalajara 
and Monterrey were almost the same. 


9) "Toward what form of government do you believe the country is now moving?” 
Whereas 35 percent of all persons polled in 1978 felt that the country was 
moving toward socialism, those sharing that view have increased to 45 percent 


in 1983. 


Whereas 29 percent of those polled in 1978 believed that the country was moving 
toward democracy, their numbers dropped to 9 percent in 1983, 


10) "Whom do you believe to be the principal swindlers?” 
Ninety-one percent of all those polled said politicians, 20 percent said 


businessmen, 15 percent said labor leaders, and 11 percent said private 
individuals. 
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Which of the Following Political Parties Can Do More for the Good of the Country? 


Total 
Percentage 
Polled DF Guad, Mty. 


1982 183 '82'83 182 '83 182 '83 





PRI 53 45 56 49 37. 32 44 39 
PAN 34 38 30 34 42 53 48 45 
PDM [Mexican Democratic Party] 3 4 4 5 - l 2 
PC [Communist Party] 3 2 4 3 .. } 
PSD [expansion unknown ] 2 2 2 s 4 2 3 
PPS [expansion unknown] > 3 . 3 l l l - 
PSUM [Unified Socialist Party 2 l es | l l 2 - 


of Mexico] 
PARM [Authentic Party of the l 2 es l l 2 4 
Mexican Revolution] 


Others (9), Appendix 5 4 4 5§ 2 5 6 
None 8 7 7 6 15 16 8 4 
No Answer 4 7 2 6 9 65 6 5 


Note: Percentages total more than 100 because of multiple answers. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON NICARAGUA 


JGRN EVALUATES GOVERNMENT'S WORK IN FIRST HALF OF 1983 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 14 Aug 83 p 5 


[Text] Matagalpa (Special Dispatch).--A new emphasis in the administration 
of the Revolutionary Government was {inaugurated here yesterday by the Junta 
of Covernment when it met in plenary session with all the state administra- 
tive structures to fulfill the goal of putting all the state officials more 
directly in touch with the problems of the country's various regions, 


Commander of the Revolution Daniel Ortega, who presided over the session in 
La Cartuja Diocesan Center, said that in the future the JGRN [Junta of the 

Government of National Reconstruction] wlll carry out this type of task in 

the various regions and special zones, 


The first point of the agenda concerned an evaluation of the first half of 
this year, as well as planning for 1984, a subject developed by Dr Sergio 
‘amirez Mercado, 


Sergio began his presentation with the area of agricultural production, and 
expressed regret that drouglit has also had negative effects this year on our 
economy, since the area planted was considerably reduced, 


The drought and the military aggression financed by imperialism through the 
CIA have produced some inauspicious results, but not everything turned out 
as they [the imperialists] planned, 


Sergio emphasized that even with all this our economic growth will be 3.4 
percent, instead of the 6.6 percent that had been planned, 


Vxports will suffer a reduction from the $500 million planned to $440 million, 
but imports were likewise curtailed, and dropped to $332.7 million, 


iffects on VYarm and Other Products 
Ramirez \‘ercado made some serious criticisms of the figures on economic 


growth, which were seconded by Commander Ortega when he said our planners 
must be much more realistic. 


In any case, and as if to bear out the criticisms, the recommendation was 
made at the cabinet meeting to all state officials that they abandon 











their polleies of over-optimistic reporting and return to reality, so tiat 


i 
false ezpectatlion ire not ralsed, 
a4 7 ‘ 1 ‘ ‘(t{agn ' > 
Dr Ramirez Mercado gave the fiyures for production of cotton, collee, rice 
, ‘ f ‘ on ‘ P ( . 4 ar . lea 4 
and veans. Iwo mt] ljon quintals OO! rice Means “46 perce nt of What wae praennec, 
lie ate ' that ls what we have, 


Production of Virginia tobacco exceeded {ts quota; only 666,000 blocks were 


gown this year, while next year It is planned to sow 1,14 miiiion biocks, 


Concerning, the sorghum situation, he accepted as a self-criticism that an 
agreement with producers liad been reached very late and that this year only 
60 percent of the planned amount will be produced; therefore it will be 


necessary to import yellow corn for poultry feed and concentrates, 


With regard to meat production, le pointed out that 150,000 head had Leen 
laightered and that the shortage that appeared at the end of August may ve 


substant fal ly re] leved, 


Almost for the same reasons--the drought and the activities of armed former 
omozist guards, milk production has fallen 41] percent, and ne advised that 
11 


, 
this problem will be solved by the use of processed powdered milr, 


le emphasized pork, poultry and egg production, but admitted that the rise 


hd i , 
in consumption 1s recognized by everyone, 


ifficult Year To Be Faced 


} 





lhe leaders sald that it 1s necessary that our people know the truth, that 
they know we are in serious difficulty and that we must face it, 


it not possible to meet voals in the fishing sector with an obsolete 

fleet; in the lumber industry, 115,000 cubic meters prcessed is a low 

figure; figures for mining are conservative, but even so the government 

quoted the price of gold at 4,/00 cordobas per ounce, raising the price by 
, bl irdobas, 


CA sras P P )¢ y 
Ligures’ a) perce 


industry also there has been a reduction in some 


drop in the production of soft drinks, whlle flour production has dropped and 


Lts fietribution restricted, 


ztiles presented an encouraging plcture, with 90 percent of the goals met, 
ile tue production of plastic products has also expanded, 


f f ' ‘ | ; ‘ ‘ | } ‘ } : 
lransportation fleets have also had substantial problems, with 42 percent of 


the new ENABUS [National Bus Enterprise] unlts paralyzed, for example. 


j ; | 17 ‘ ‘ Tr, ; | , f { ‘ " P 
ilistleally, however, ap, flour and oll, investments for financing and 

funds for the central budget rose to almost unbellevable figures, Eleven 

miliilon, six hundred thousand cordobas were collected in taxes, the entire 


burden falling on the consumer through indirect taxes, said Dr Sergio 


Ramirez, 














Public spending reached the astronomical figure of 146,636 billion cordolLas, 
40 percent of which were used to pay transportation, tood and otuer sub- 
sidies, 


Hard Times Ahead 

however, not everything 1s negative, Twenty-two tiiousand new jobs will be 
created by the government next year, ‘The key concerns at this time are 
defense and supply: these are the two raile to be traveled by the train of 
the revolution, the co-leader asserted, 


we must be prepared for an attack situation, and the results of next year's 
economic growth, Like thowe of thie year, will be conditioned by the same 
causes, The fiscal deficit will be reduced, but above all we must be proud 
of being able to discuss our country's economic plans in the midst of the 
conditions imposed on us by the aggressor, he emphasized, 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICAKACUA 


MINIMUM WACK PROPOSAL TO BE STUDLED BY GOVERNMENT 
CSN Approves Proposal 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 4 Aug 83 p 5 


[Text] The council of the CSN [National Trade Union Coordinating Board], 
unanimously approved at yesterday's meeting the proposed resolutions regard- 
ing the discussion of the National System for the Organization of Jobs and 
Wages. Loud applause greeted the approval of the 15 points contained in the 
final document, 


The approved proposal regarding minimum wages specified 1,700 cordobas for 
urban workers, 1,200 cordobas for agricultural and livestock workers, and 
600 cordobas for domestic workers, 


The result of the discussion held at the headquarters of the CST [Sandinist 
Central Organization of Workers] in this capital, which lasted for over & 
hours, was characterized by the commander of the revolution, Victor Tirado 
Lopez, as a sign that the working class is assuming and assimilating its 
leading role at [this] stage of the revolution, of the reconstruction, of 
aggressions and within the economic and political pluralism, 


He commented that the next elections should find an ideologically united 
working class, and added that this class is the one that has responded to 
the revolutionary plan, He recalled the response received during the floods 
of the preceding year, commenting that in yesterday's meeting one could see 
the results of 2 years’ work of the CSN, in spite of the internal probleims 
it has had and the difficulties of the revolution, 


Difficult Days Are Coming 


Nevertheless, he indicated that “we keep on insisting, telling the working 
class, the peasants, the teachers, the health workers, the construction 
workers, the press, that difficult days are anead in the economic, social 
and military order,” 


but he stated that in the face of new difficulties, new answers appear, 
adding that "that is the great wisdom of the workers, of the peasants, of 
the professional people," 











of cousumer voods, the effective control] of the distribution and prices, 
the standardization of piecework witli, the purpose of providing more pay 
for more work, tied to an increase in production, 


In its declaration the CSN thoroughly repudiates the Yankee military maneuvers 
in our territorial waters and gives total support to tle MPS [Sandinist 
People’s Militia], the BIR and all forces that join in the defense of tie 
Kevolution, It reiterates its support of the peace proposal formulated last 
19 July by the FSLN and the JCRN [Junta of the Covernment of National 
Reconstruction]. 


It emphasizes that it will fight to establish the MITRAV [Ministry of Labor] 
and MIPLAN [Ministry of Planniny] as the government institutions that control 
the wage policy in the country, supports the application of the National 
System for the Organization of Jobs and Wages, and notes that within 6 months 
this application will be revised. To this effect it establishes that 
seminars will be organized to begin applying the approved policy, and demands 
participation in the organizations that manage and direct the country's 
economy, 


Daniel Ortega on Proposal 
Managua PARPICADA in Spanish 12 Aug 83 p 2 


[Text] In answering the question of salaries, without addressing other 
problems of the economy, Commander Daniel Ortega told the union leaders 
assembled in the Covernmental Palace yesterday that the beneficiaries would 
be the businessmen, the middlemen. | 


The coordinator of the JCRN [Junta of the Government of National Keconstruc- 
tion], after listening to the content of the wage proposal of the Union 
Coordinating Board as given by Companero Edgardo Garcia, indicated that "it 
{is a fair proposal, and both the national leadership of the FSLN and the 
government's junta have been conferring to discuss the problem of wages." 


This problem, lhe emphasized, cannot be confronted in an isolated manner. It 
is tiled to the economic and military situation in which the country finds 
{tself, We have asked ourselves, said Dantel, what the advantage would be 
of a readjustment of wages and the application of the basic figure of 1,700 
cordobas in tne national wage scale, But to seek a partial solution to the 
problem would not be the best approach, he added, 


To pour money into the market and not have it covered by the appropriate 
supply of goods would be another measure that would not produce the results 
we are seeking, theorized the coordinator of the JGRN, 


The Crisis and the Supply 


After speaking of the problems confronting the revolution in recent months 
due to the Yankee pressure on financial institutions and on many other 
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(ommander Iirado pointed out that imperlalistic aggression intensifies 
the revolution and "makes us more original, more patriotic, more Nicara- 
guan" and observed that one cannot be completely pessimistic, since under 
pressures and threats, the labor movement, the different union locals will 
have the initlative to forve ahead, 


"The workers in the city and the country will have to demonstrate that this 
revolution is invincible," said Commander Tirado, "because tiizir plan, por- 
posed by the FSLN [Sandinist National Liberation Front], whose leader was 
Carlos Fonseca, is for the creation of a new society." 


He called on the delegates to have faith in the CSN, in its leaders, at the 
National level as well as the local, and suggested that in the face of 
avpressions the CTN [Central Organization of Nicaraguan Workers] and the CUS 
[Confederation for Trade Union Unity] should be summoned, inasmuch as they 
did not participate in the meeting. 


The Fesolutions and Their Discussion 


buring yesterday's session the delegates from the CST [Sandinist Central 
Organization of Workers], ATC [Association of Agricultural Workers], CGT(1) 
[Ceneral Confederation of Labor], FO [expansion unknown], CAUS [Central 
Organization of Trade Union Action and Unity], UPN [Union of Nicaraguan 
Journalists], ANDEN [National Association of Nicaraguan Teachers], and 
FETSALUD [Federation of Health Workers] thoroughly discussed the country's 
economic reality, It was truly a comprehensive discussion, rich in contri- 
buttons, since it revealed the dominance of the labor movement over figures 
{n the economic order that were decisive when the time came to vote for the 
wage proposal presented by the ministers of labor and planning, which, within 
the national pay scale, starts with a salary of 1,700 cordobas for urban 
workers, 


Vevertieless, even though the proposal of the Union Coordinating Poard 
established 1,900 cordobas for urban laborers, the integrity of tne workers 
induced them to approve the firet proposal because it was the best suited 
to our economic, political and soctlal reality. 


Matters such as the fact that 60 percent of the revenue from taxes consists 
of indirect taxes (Those paid by consumers), leaving only 20 percent for tue 
sectors that generate profit, were the subject of strong controversy. 

tie behavior of the costs of salaries to the central government, that is to 
say, the growth of the bureaucratic structure, guided the entire discussion, 


Of course particulars relating to the supply, distribution and prices of 
basie consumer yoods, as well as the policy of incentives that has been 
applied to the country's producers, were not preculded, 


Tne Final Document 


The final document contends that the approved minimum wage proposal should 
not be allowed to prevail without taking into consideration the production 
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countries, as well as the military aggressions, he stated that the efforts 
of thousands of men have had to be directed toward defense. Men directly 
connected with production in the cooperatives have been mobilized, and this 
has affected production, 


The countrerevolution in attacking productive units in the war zone, in 
affecting the rice, tobacco and coffee crops, is affecting production, said 
Daniel, 


He also mentioned the efforts made by the government to confront the problems, 
He referred to the policy of subsidies for transportation, progress in health 
care, which although still deficient, is a form of subsidy, or the field of 
education, or the housing programs, but he said in self-criticism that "we 
have faults, gaps to be filled, but the most serious problem involves food- 
stuffs and other articles such as soap," 


There also we have a policy of subsidies, said Commander Ortega, but in 
practice the objective of benefitting the class with least economic resources 
lias not been achteved, 


In relation to this he pointed out that there is lack of faith in business 
competition, since those earning lower wages are at a disadvantage because 
the distribution system has not succeeded in doing an effective job. 


"Thus the benefictarles of this competition are the chain of middlemen." 
After making this analysis, he said that "any adjustment should be tied to 
concrete measures regarding supply." It was then that he announced the 
formation of the committee headed by Commander Ruiz, in which other govern- 
ment institutions will participate, among them the MICOIN [Ministry 
Domestic Trade] and the Ministry of Labor, and in which the CSN [National 
Trade Union Coordinating Board] will play an important part. 


We Will Make an Effort To Control Increases 


Commander Ortega also listened to the contributions of the union leaders. 
Carlos Salyado, of the CGT(1) [General Confederation of Labor], said that 
in the preceding discussions everything relevant to the country's economic 
situation was considered: the policy of incentives to producers, the ques- 
tion of taxes, and the fact that we are dealing with not merely an adjust- 
ment in wages but with the initial application of the National System for 
the Organization of Jobs and Wages. 


Lucio Jimenex, of the CST [Sandinist Central Organization of Workers] 
demanded that the Ministry of Labor should be the director of wage policy 
and that the JGKN should issue an order to the government institutions to 
halt the wage increases that are outside the limits of the proposal] under 
discussion, In this regard, Commander Ortega said that "We will make every 
effort to control the institutions and see what can be done in the private 
sector, " 


He explained that the incentives to the private producers mean millions of 
cordobas, but that this 1s not really an amount that compares with the 
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workers’ wages, because this money is credited to the country's banking 
institutions against the debts incurred by the producers, 


it is a matter of delving into this problem, said the commander, and we will 


Wt, 


give an answer and confront the situation in a just manner. In any case, 
we will share the crisis," he said, and added that the national leadership 
approves che System for the Organization of Jobs and Wages. He insisted 
that t % answer to the wage question was not given yesterday because the 

] 


proposal of the CSN coincided with an analysis made by the national leader- 
ship concerning the problem of supply. 


Also participating in yesterday's meeting, besides the members of the JGRN 
were its minister-secretary, Rodrigo Reyes, and the minister of labor, Dr 
Virgilio Godoy. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARACUA 


WHEELOCK CIVES LAND TITLES TO PEASANTS IN MASAYA 
Around 9,000 Persons Benefit 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 15 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] The latifundia system in Nicaragua has been reduced from 50 percent to 
13 percent as part of the farreaching changes in landholding implemented by 
the revolution's agrarian reform program, it was announced yesterday in 
Masaya by Commander of the Revolution Jaime Wheelock, minister of MIDINRA 
[Ministry of Agricultural-Livestock Development and Agrarian Reform], as he 
turned over ownership titles for about 23,202 manzanas of land to poor 
peasants of that region. A total of 1,580 heads of families (some 9,000 
individuals) benefited from the delivery of 22,728 manzanas to 86 coopera- 
tives and 474 manzanas to 11 individual producers in region 4, of which 
1,800 manzanas are cotton fields which will be worked for the first time 

by the cooperative sector. 


In delivering the message from the national directorate of the FSLN [San 
(Sandinist National Liberation Front], Wheelock said that before the revolu- 
tionary victory 2,500 landholders held one half of the cultivable land in 
the country, of which the people have recovered 1.2 million manzanas, as 
well as nearly 100,000 manzanas of idle land, which obviously had no pro- 
ductive use, 


The revolutionary leader pointed out that the revolution hopes to have 50 
percent of the lands turned over to the peasants, 25 percent becore part of 
the state holdings and 25 percent remain under the ownership of patriots 
"who do not hold the land in order to exploit it." 


Tue delivery of titles was made in tribute to Companero Eddy Guzman, who was 
murdered on 16 August 1982 in Masaya, when traitorous sectors attempted to 
set the government and the church against each other. 

Report on Wheelock Speech 


Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 15 Aug 83 p 5 


[Text] The United States attacks us because {t is imperialist and wishes 
to impose its laws on us, but tiiis is a antion which has learned to be free 














and which is willing to maintain its freedom even at the cost of its own 
blood," Commander of the Kevolution Jaime Wheelock, minister of agricultural- 
livestock development and agrarian reform, said yesterday. 

"What did they do in Nicaragua during the intervention?" Commander Wheelock 
wondered. '"Tuey looted our resources, exploited the country, filled their 
pockets with our people's money. That is why they imposed a dictatorship 

on us." "Now they are interfering and attacking our country, because here 
the tables have turned and there is no longer a Nicaragua of Somozists and 
bourgeoisie. There is another Nicaragua, which is distributing income, which 
is turning over its natural resources to the people so that each one may 
work them, 


"This is what the Yankees fear," Commander Wheelock asserted cuttingly. 
"They are frightened of the changes being made in Nicaragua by a more just 
society, and they know that we are right. They know that the Revolution is 
just and that there is a progressive trend, that there are Cuba, Grenada 
and other nations. "This is a struggle of the Third World against imperi- 
alism, of the poor against injustice," said Commander Wheelock. 


"Here we do not discuss whether Marx or Engels was right; there will be time 
for that. Nicaragua's problem is not one of ideas; it is one of learning 

to read, of preventing children from dying, of doing new things independently 
of any ideas, "The U.S. Government is transgressing international law, and 
if it dares to intervene in Nicaragua, what we will have here will be a 
general war," said Commander of the Revolution Jaime Wheelock, minister of 
MIDINRA, in turning over agrarian reform titles to 18 cooperatives of 1l 
individual producers in region 4. 


"They Attack Us Because We Are Revolutionaries” 


Wheelock pointed out that if Sandino succeeded in defeating intervention, 
today the entire nation will defeat American intervention, 


Hundreds of poor peasants paid tribute to Companero Eddy Guzman, a martyr 
of the Revolution murdered last 16 August 1982 in Masaya, when traitorous 
sectors tried to set the Revolution against the church. 


The Sandinist leader said tliat the United States is attacking our people 
because of the profound changes taking place in the country and not precisely 
because we are friends of Cuba or the Soviet Union. In any case, he added, 
we are free to choose our own friends and allies. 


"That is the real reason they are attacking us," Commander Wheelock empha- 
sized, "because before the Socialist Revolution of October, 1917 even took 
place, there had already been 5 years of intervention in Nicaragua. What 

they want is a Yankee Nicaragua, United States style. 


"That is why they overthrew the progressive, liberal government of Zelaya; 


that is why they intervened in the country in 191? and in 1927, and that is 
why they have their war fleet around our coasts," said Wheelock. 
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"Now we are building our fatherland, a fatherland which is of one mind: not 


only will we defend our ideas, but we will also defend our territory,” he 
said. 


we would like to know how many of you would fight against intervention, 
Commander Wheelock asked the crowd assembled in Pedro Joaquin Charor 
square at Monimbo, and with revolutionary firmness the peasants responded: 
"All of us!!" Wheelock pointed out that there was the possibility t th 
will land, that they will free some small piece of land and perhaps install 
a provisional junta. A prolonged shout of "u, u, u, u, u, dG, &” shook the 
plaza again, 


"How many hours could they govern?" Commander Wheelock asked again. The 
"u, u, u, &, a, G, &," lasted even longer. 


Then the revolutionary leader pointed out that the people's uprising against 
intervention has its roots in the past, emphasizing that Walker, who took 
part in the intervention, wss repulsed by the Indians with their arrows, 

the insurrection started in Monimbo and Subtiava and from then on victory was 
possible. 


Also presiding at the ceremony were Federico Lopez, political secretary of 
the FSLN's 4th Regional Committee; Salvador Mayorga, vice minister of MIDINRBA; 
Eduardo Hollman, regional director of MIDINPRA; Guerrilla and Brigade 
Commander Francisco Rivera, chief of the 2d Military Zone; Guerrilla 
Commander Ramon Cabrales, JGRN [Junta of the Government of National Recon- 
struction] delegate for Kegion 4; Jacinto Suarez, Nicaraguan ambassador to 


the USSR, and Dionisia Lopez Blass, mother of Companero Eddy Guzman. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


GOVERNMENT RECOGNITION OF DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS URGED 
Lima EL OBSERVADOR in Spanish 13 Aug 83 p 11 
[Article by Helan Jaworski C] 


[Text] Like everyone else in the country, we have hoped against hope. We 
wanted to believe that after the months of tragedy, poverty and the starvation 
of so many of our fellow countrymen, the loss of lives and the destruction of 
precious national assets by nature's fury, after seeing rampant terrorism 

spread throughout the country, unleashing violence and provoking violence on 

the part of the other side, we believed finally that after facing the trrefu- 
table truth of the figures which indicate the continuation, if not the worsening 
of the economy, there would be an examination of consciences and a change in 
attitude on the part of our present rulers. 


But on the contrary, we have been assailed again with the usual rhetoric with 
the same old exultation which we learned to distrust in previous regimes, with 
a long list of secondary projects which do not correspond to the nation's 
needs, when it is known that the treasury does not have funds to undertake 
important and genuine projects. We have been assailed with reports of distant 
laurels by which a naive attempt is made to erase an image of lack of control, 
bad government, and, above all and ever more serious, of the people's despair. 


In the outrageous series of statements and counterstatements of affirmations 
disproved by the facts, of accusations and denunciations never proved, of 
promises never kept, we have only to admire the confidence which those in power 
have in the poor memory of the Peruvians and in their inability to react aggres- 
sively against those who deceive them, with respect to democracy on the one 
hand and the constitution on the other. Because in truth, if anything is 
damaged by the present situation, it is democracy and the constitution. Demo- 
cracy is violated when the government is not run for the majority and when the 
majority is listened to even less. The constitution is damaged when a dead 
letter is made of many of its most important precepts which were set down by 
the 1979 Assembly with the clear purpose of modernizing the country and pro- 
viding the state with a structure which would allow it to face the challenges 
of contemporary life. 


If the recent message to the nation had been given by a government concerned 


with the tragedy and the future of its people, it would necessarily have taken 
care of at least the following four aspects: 


162 











1. Recognition that institutionalism is in a state of crisis. It is not only 
a crisis of the government, whose credibility has eroded to the point that it 
affects the entire national political system, but also a crisis of important 
institutions of the civil soclety. Therefore there was an inescapable need tor 
a proposal to give back to the nation the essential mechanism for every demo- 
cracy: the organic representation of the people at every level in the decision 
making. That means increased participation starting at the very bottom. It 
means multiplying the ways of articulating and expressing the people's will 

and above all it means harmonizing and arbitrating, in a conetcnt and systema- 
tic manner, the conflicting interests within the country. Only a social com- 
mitment of this nature, which involves the entire political body and all 
representative institutions of the people, could assure a common front against 
poverty, terrorism and oppression by the transnationals. 


2. Even against the background of the grave international crisis and the diffi- 
cult situation shared with other Third World nations, hope should have been 
held out for Peru's potential development. This requires the government to 
abandon its role as a passive actor and to assume responsibility for changing 
the state into what it was historically meant to be; that is, an active embodi- 
ment of a nation moving along toward its development and based on a politi- 
cally conscious desire for a just distribution and a reform of the structure 
and also based on a harmonization of its actions with the other developing 
nations of the world. The road to the future of Peru's economy is via the 
reactivation of the production apparatus so as to provide work and generate 
wages and consumption. 


The Peruvian image abroad has not been deformed or distorted. It is the image 
of a nation expertencing tragedy. It is the picture of a nation torn apart 

and approaching civil war if those who are temporarily in political power are 
not capable of a more accurate reading of that reality which they insist on 
denying. There is no interest in comparisons with other regions of the world 
nor with other parts of the continent no matter how hard one tries to establish 
resemblance and similarities. 


The Peruvian people have recognized and identified the misled spreaders of 
violence whom they fear, but they are distrustful when the government conceals 
and disguises the true magnitude of the terrorist problem. Only a frank and 
direct confrontation, an identification of the internal enemy, self-criticism 

the errors committed and a commitment to engage in an effective developnrent 
activity in behalf of the majority of the people will restore legitimacy to 
the government and to the groups associated with it. 


4, Concentration of power and centralism reflect fear, fear of the people, 

[t is not a matter of “associating” with them and being present in the public 
squares but of transferring to them an effective ability to decide and parti- 
cipate, which is the essence of democracy. The problems and the healthy 
manifestations of autonomy of many towns of Peru are well-known. Regions such 
as Piura, Puno, Iquitos, Arequipa and more recently Chimbote have expressed in 
one way or another the desire that the government stop thinking and speaking 
for them and that instead of 60 many useless speeches they be allowed to re- 
build and to choose their own solutions to the problems which overwhelm them. 
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The promises of regionalization and decentralization of power, set down in the 
constitution, are a myth at this time in this country. 


Again, the solution can only be found in a national reconciliation in which the 
best and most capable political organizations voluntarily join the national 
institutlons, the popular organizations and local and regional representatives 
who are willing to rise above political party affiliations to collaborate in 
the reconstruction of the nation. It is in this possible reconciliation, to 
which all would have to come with the purpose of sacrificing something in order 


to win the future, that the seed for the democratic development of the nation 
resides. 
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COUNTRY SECTION " PERU 


PESCAPERU FACES POSSIBLE COLLAPSE 
Investigation Ordered 
Lima LA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] “In order to prevent the collapse of the enterprise, the Office of 
Comptroller General of the Republic (CGR) yesterday ordered the intervention of 
PESCAPERU [State Fishmeal and Fish O11 Production Agency], with the resulting 
replacement of the board of directors," Minister of Fishing Fortunato Quesada 
announced yesterday, 


As he has reported on successive occasions, Quesada repeated that the enter- 
prise is in financial difficulty and now faces a deficit of 15 billion sols. 


So far this year, PESCAPERU's losses amount to 42 billion sols, compared with 
22 billion anticipated, Despite the “emergency plan" adopted by the Board 

of Shareholders, "no measures have been visualized to overcome problems and 
consequently, it is necessary to prevent the collapse of the enterprise.” he 
said, 


Interventors will be named by the Ministry of Fishing during the scheduled 
time period and take over complete representation of PESCAPERU, 


According to a POP survey, PESCAPERU is the first public enterprise 
to be turned over to private interests, 


Workers in the company will be subject to decisions made by the {nrervent 
"vith whom they must cooperate," the minister said, adding that interventors 
will file a monthly report on how their administration is proceeding. 


’ 


Quesada also said that a new kind of canned fish will soon go on the market, 
mainly designed for the general public and suitable for many soups, 


The minister showed a can of the product and passed out a large number of them 
to his colleagues attending the press conference, presided over by First Vice 
President Schwalb, and to the many vuewsmen present, 











Datly Considers Collapse Inevitable 
Lima LA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Aug 43 p 1 
[Editorial] 


[Text] As a result of the catastrophic situation in which PESCAPERU finds 
itself and in order to “prevent its collapse," the Office of Comptroller Gen- 
eral of the Republic, exercising its legal powers, has ordered that that 
national company be "intervened," 


According to Minister of Fishing Fortunato Quesada, PESCAPERU's losses so far 
this year exceed 40 billion sols. The cash deficit alone 1s on the order of 
15 billion. Only a short time ago, a similar sum was requested from the 
Ministry of Economy or the National Bank -- or from one through the other -- 
sO that PESCAPERU could pay back salaries and for the purely {llusory and 
imaginary purpose of remaining afloat. 


PESCAPERU is a national enterprise. In other words, it is a firm which in 
theory belongs to all of us, but which in practice has benefited no Peruvian 
except those who have taken advantage of it directly, legally and often 
Illegally. It 1s one of the enterprises that loses billions of sols a year, 
money that comes from taxpayers, which all Peruvians are, 


It {6 one of the pubile enterprises responsible for the budget deficit and 
consequently, one of those responsible for the inorganic {asuance of money, 
the weakening of our currency, the constant and accelerated rise in prices 

and the very painful cireumstance that there are children who scarcely have 

a cup of tea for breakfast. These are the consequences of political theortes 
in accordance with which one must think of the state -~ in which the state 

has enterprises, even excessively costly ones -- and not of the welfare of 
Peruvians as concrete individuals, That 1# the position of the APKA [American 
Revolutionary Popular Alliance], as expressed by Alan Carcia, 


Consequently, no one can be interested in the subsistence of PESCAPERU, 
neither the government nor the Peruvian people, Only the workers in that 
enterprise have such an interest because they understandably fear that {if the 
enterprise should cease to exist, they would have to join the ranks of the 
unemployed, One must immediately say that between the common good -- which 
is the good of all, or at least, of the greatest number -- and the good of a 
few, one must always choose the common good, In addition, we must find bold, 
imaginative ways to place PESCAPERU workers in private fishing. 


Unfortunately, the intervention will not prevent the collapse of PESCA, The 
new money injected will serve, very temporarily, to pay back bills and flow 
into the bottomless barrel of losses. More basic measures are needed, We must 
reduce the installed production capactty of PESCAPERU in order to prevent the 
depredation of tishing resources, Assets must be sold, The National Fishing 
Company, 46 recently announced, 1s in a position where {ts members can pur- 
chase PESCAPERU equipment and "immediately" absorb all workers in an area 
between Tambo de Mora and Ilo, 
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VaArehouses Olfer Possible Solution 
Lima EL COMERCLO in Spanish 23 Aug 63 9 ALZ 
[Article by Javier Ascue] 


(Text) Chimbote, 22 Aug--The economic crisis gripping PESCAPERU could be 
resolved with the sale of machinery and equipment now in warehouses, worth 
over 130 billion sols, according to Agustin Obregon, secretary general of 
the labor unton of that enterprise in Chimbote, 


He said that the gale of such assets, deposited in warehouses of PESCAPERU 
all along the coast, was already authorized some time ago due to the fact 
that the machinery and equipment in question are not used for the production 
of fieh flour and of], 


Obregon said that the assets consiet of large quantities of spare parts for 
boats and motors: nets, radios, sounding equipment and machinery for process- 
ing products from the sea, whose sale was not authorized by the previous 

board of directors of the enterprise “due to personal interests and interests 
of groups involved in the future privatization of VESCAPERU,” the labor 

leader said, 


Opinion of Interventor 


This special correspondent talked in Lima with the chairman of the PESCAPERU 
auditing commission, Dr Agustin Matauda Medina, who aleo contirmed the exis- 
tence of assets worth millions. "They are assets that have been warehoused 
for years,” he sald categorically. 


In referring to such a gale in order to reinvest the money in "refloating" 
the enterprise, Matsuda Medina said: "With that sale it 16 possible to re- 
float it, That is aleo the task of the commission, in addition to its admin- 
fatrative duties. We have to do everything posstble to refloat PESCAPERL, 

At the present time, progress ie being made, such as steps taken to obtain 
the money needed from the Miniatry of FKconomy, Finance and Commerce, as wel! 
as to obtain the of] needed to move the industry.” 


Reyarding the strike and takeover of the 32 plants by Chimbote workers, he 
said that talks are underway in order to Sind a solution, "eyen with the 
owners who want to get out of fiLehing. Vor them, a plan of work 1s being 
outlined,” he emphasized, 


Concerning problems presented in recent days in Chimbote because of the 
takeover of industries by PESCAPERU workers, Agustin Obregon and Raul Cone 
treras (the latter if secretary of defense of the unton) said that at a 
meeting with the minister of {iehinzg, 4 series of alternatives has been 
outlined in order to overcome the crieie in the enterprise, 
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COUNTRY SECTLON PERU 


COMMUNIST PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL GRANTS FIRST INTERVIEW 
Lima LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 12 Aug 83 pp 8-13 


[Interview with "Red Fatherland" Secretary General Alberto Moreno by Guillermo 
Thorndike, in Lima; date not specified] 


[Text] Since 1968, the secretary general of the Communist Party of Peru, "Red 
Fatherland,” one of the most important and active political forces in the 
country, has remained far from the limelight. Having spent several years in 
forced clandestine status, now that his party is legal he prefers to remain 
in his austere diggings. He has never been photographed, And this is the 
first press interview that he has granted in his life. 


We are reprinting here, without deletions, a 3-hour conversation held somewhere 

in Lima with the leader of "Ked Fatherland," a member of UNIR and of the United 
Left. Hie mature judgments regarding democracy and the need for a convergence of 
popular forces that will ensure our independence, his severe self-criticism, the 
possible agreements between Marxist~-Leninists and Social Democrats, the rapproche- 
ment with Christians and the need for a national resistance against the actions 

of bright Path leading to a fascist coup turn this interview into a document of 
exceptional significance and timeliness, 


Lé: | would like to know your opinion concerning the necessity, which is now 
public knowledge, for people not affiliated with parties, who do not have a 
definite politica] position, to seek unity among the opposition. When a country 
loses balance, it 1s everyone's tendency to join together, to close ranks so as 
not to collapse. I maintain that it 1s necessary to become allied on the basis 
of principles of national interest (without giving up the individual positions 
of each individual), and that a movement of nationalist, anti-imperialist unifi- 
cation 1s essential, I would like to learn your assessment of the country's 
crisis in its broadest aspects, and of the pov: sibility of expanding alliances, 
and of calling upon progressive sectors of the population, independent sectors, 
Christians and all those who might be concerned about restoring balance and 
greatness to this country, 


[Answer} Your concern 1s ours as well, Actually, the country's situation is 


tragic, The crisis 16 present in all areas, We could not speak merely of an 
economic crigis, but there 16 also a political crisis, a moral crisis. In 
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our opinion, there are answers for current problems, for those problems which 


are the most urgent; but answers are also evident over the long term. A total 


, 


{ 


f ition to the country's problems can be found within the framework that 


‘*Ailets at present. The basic point in our thinking is that our current crisis 
is substantially structural, and that this crisis has a cyclical reflection, 
with tee fcatures that are known by now, and that it cannot be considered or 
explained without reference to the structural aspect. It seems to us that, 
mong those on the left there is a rather narrow view in this regard. Every- 
thing is reduced to problems of the moment, and current possibiiities, which 
prevents us from having a genuine projection. When viewed in perspective, 

we think that this country cannot be saved without a union of the most exten- 
sive forces. A strategy which tates only the Communists into account 1s a 
strategy doomed to failure. We need to unite vast social forces, very broad 
social sectors, including, of course, the forces represented by the Church, 
and the Catholic population in particular. In our view, this holds true for 
this immediate period, but it also has deep long-term significance. 


(Question}] Is there no mention of a tactical alliance, but rather of an impor- 


tant strategy? 


[Answer] We could not understand the concept of socialism if we lacked a correct 
policy toward the Church, and toward Christians, thinking over the long term. 
And, at present, we ayree with the proposal for a national convergence; of 

course a national convergence that will not mean reducing the role of the left, 
but that will rather be a tactical, necessary step toward opposing the right- 
wing offensive marked by an increasingly authoritarian policy and militariza- 
tion of the country, the spearhead of which is established at Ayacucho. We 
consider Ayacucho to be a different territory now, subject to a fascist-type 
yovernment, It could spread widely. And we must prevent that from happening. 


The defense of the democratic areas is important, interpreting them as politi! 
, but alco as the defense of the mass demo- 
cratic organizations that have been developing, throughout the past decade in 
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particular. This is one of the major tasks to be accomplished. Without a 
policy that defends those areas, it will be very difficult to face the econo- 
nic problem, because without a political and mass response to this regime, 
will be very difficult to make it turn back in economic terms. It seems 
foolish ¢ is for one to think that anything can be gained from a partial 


strike, Hence we insist on the need for a national civic work gtoppaze which, 
unlike the work stoppages that have taken place in previous years, wil] be an 
ion of the people's will, that very extensive will among ail forces 
white resist, which oppose and which are not in agreement with the policy of 
this government. That policy must be defeated. And that policy cannot be 
defeated in the trade union area alone, or on the level of the United Lett 
‘lone. It is possible to become united, A relationship could be proposed in 
the electoral contezt alone, and in the par} lamentary context alone. It is 


possible, but insufficlent. We do not consider the elections as a counting 


[Question] But, Lf they are to be a plebiscite, essential political issues 














[Answer] Yes, one is the force of political freedoms; two is the elimination 

of the state of emergency; three is the need to break off the current centralist 
orientation, replacing it with an effective decentralization that will also 
apply to the regional governments which are elected, and therefore representa- 
tive. Fourth is a response to the economic policy, which does not necessarily 
mean a revolution, but which does mean a series of reforms, measures that will 
help us to emerge from this morass, this strangulation of the national economy. 
Five 1s moralization, but in our opinion not moralizationin its outward aspect; 
to be accomplished thoroughly, moralization requires a revolution, because we 
cannot talk about moralization in the abstract. Even the left itself must 
become moralized; a new conscience must be created, Immorality has penetrated 
our society so much that it seems to have become institutionalized. And this 
cannot be resolved by decree, This is a matter to be resolved through a radical 
change in the system, and also in the conduct of the people themselves, start- 
ing with those heading the movement for social transformation. Kight now, a 
series of urgent measures must be adopted. We are exploring the possibility of 
organizing a movement based on five fundamental points: 


1. Democratization. A democratization that will begin at the bottom, with the 
mobilization of all the social forces, 2, National sovereignty, which seems to 
us to be a fundamental aspect. %3. The welfare of the population, at least its 
basic nutrition, 4. Keylonalization, interpreted as economic, political and 
administrative decentralization, Finally, what seems most important to us: 5, 
moralization. <A convergence {is possible around these five main points. fFurther- 
more, we could project ourselves over the long term. The United Left made a 
statement regarding this. Unfortunately, there was not the necessary consensus 
in the United Left itself. The meaning of the proposal was misinterpreted, 
owing to questions of adjectives, but not in substance, We must stress the 
substantial part of the proposal, 


Sometimes, within the left itself, there is prejudice, for example, in connec- 
tion with APRA [American Keyvolutionary Popular Alliance], We think that if 
there can be electoral unity, it should be accomplished now, What will happen 
later? ‘it 16 a matter of time, What is important now is to put forth responses 
to problems of deep significance, Actually, unless they are treated with firm- 
ness, we shall soon be elther heading toward a civililan-military fascist dicta- 
torship, or rapidly toward a state of civil war, 


[Question] I think that one way of finding this alliance is associated with 
conduct. It seems to me that, over and above theological differences, which 
are always the ones which divide (16 1s words that divide), what unites is 
conduct. J think that, at present, in Nicaragua, they have accomplished the 
unification of popular, nationalist, independent and Christian forces on the 
basis of a coincidence in conduct and a discussion of theological matters, but 
with the participation of the people's spokesmen, who are less sophisticated 
but more filled with common sense and truth. On the other hand, | believe 
that the trade union movement has finally become a «ind of deception, Instead 
of uniting, the working class is divided into as many unions as exist, running 
the risk of being penetrated by intrigue and enmity. It is easier to sow 
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discord among 100 persons than among a million. And, furthermore, this exces- 
sive concern over the labor movement has caused the workers to forget that the 
most important thing is to use the legal means that the democratic system 
provides, Agreement among the workers, the poor and the oppressed would 
suffice to win the elections. But this agreement never occurs, because, among 
other things, the most prepared sector of the populace, namely, the organized 
workers, are fighting among themselves and among workers' confederations, etc. 
What I cannot understand clearly is, what mechanism could be used to bring 
about certain corrections, a certain tugging at the ear of the working class, 
and even a certain amount of reflection? 


A.M.: It seems to me important to discuss the theological or ideological aspects. 
Perhaps what has been lacking in this country is a proper discussion of these 
matters, The theory that I understand in Marxist-Leninist terms is that of 
generalizing practice, being familiar with our history, and summarizing the 
positive elements that exist in our history. But this is not being done. 


[Question] It is, moreover, discussed with certain hysterical features. 


A.M.: It 18 a very poor discussion. It lacks the richness that it could have 
if it were held in connection with our own history. I also think that the 
theory in this country regarding the practical experience of the Peruvian 
people is backward. Insofar as the labor movement is concerned, I do not 
belleve that the main tugging of ears should be given to the workers. 


[Question] But rather to the leaders? 


A.M, To the political parties. There is an erroneous concept of revolutionary 
endeavor, 4a concept which, in the end, has been reduced to interpreting the 
work of the laboring class in contexts that are merely economic, related to 
yrievances and only immediate. This is why the political education of the 
working class, this is why the apoliticism is still strong, and this is why 

the separation between the parties and the classes is evident. And I have not 
found in this country a single worker recently who has a national political 
projection, There are labor leaders on many committees, because they are 

union leaders, not because they are political leaders with political ability, 
who would being to their own political parties the individual characteristics and 
features that are a consubstantial part of their class. We talk about a p?rty 
of the working class, but without workers, or in any event with workers who are 
there only formally. This impoverishes the political parties. 


[Question] This turns the leaders into middlemen. 


A.M,: Every party thinks that it will enhance its force as it acquires bureau- 
cratic control over unions,more or less, not because of its political- 
ideological projection among the working class. In this way, we arrive at 

a distortion of the labor union organization and of the democracy which should 
start to be exercised in those institutions; and, particularly, at a distortion 
in the relations of these parties with the classes, and of course with the 
people, It is a historical tradition which, in this country, at least insofar 
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as the left is concerned, began during the 1930's, and from which we have not 
yet emerged; and, furthermore, it is one of which we are not yet sufficiently 
aware. 


[OQuestion] Is it a result of a conflict with APRA? 

A.M.: 1 would not say that. APRA has a non-Marxist notion of the role of Marx- 
ists. For this reason, a vast mass movement which was progressing and which 
could have been channeled, was thwarted when APRA absorbed it. Later on, it 
suffered from a reformist view, which went so far as to consider the party a 
labor union party, suited for economic struggle but incapable of leading that 
entire flood of forces, namely, the class struggle, into which the labor move- 
ment must become injected, as part of the struggles as a whole. 


(Question] But that can only happen when the people are really incorporated 
into, and leading their own movement. 

A.M.: Yes, and there are two aspects here. The class will never attain leader- 
ship spontaneously, by itself alone. This is a historical experience. It 
cannot be claimed that our people are not struggling. Our people are struggling, 
and hard; and, in addition, they have introduced extraordinary forms of organi- 
zation which, unfortunately, have not béen appreciated in all their potential, 
and which have been wasted. For example, this business of popular assemblies 
that are coming into existence, the Defense Fronts, still in the embryionic 
stage, weak and scattered, but which give us the basic elements from which we 
can glean the example of how to work. And there are the forms of self-defense, 
even where there have been democratic relations that were qualitatively superior 
to those we have now. I had occasion to study the experience cf the peasant 
patrols. What is happening among the masses is that they are struggling and 
creating, but the parties are not at the proper level; in other words, they 

are not a vanguard, nor a leadership. So, these movements are wasted and 

their potential is eradicated, whereas we should have established the opportu- 
nities for forging ahead in them. It is impossible to create a theory of the 
revolution in this country apart from those experiences. After all, who creates 
the revolution? Is it the parties? I think that the historic merit of the par- 
ties must lie in the fact that they know how to uncover that force and to chan- 
nel it, but not to replace the masses. This is one of the major historic 
mistakes made in Peru and, in general, as part of the international experience. 
A revolutionary party must lead, not replace the class, or not substitute for 
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it in its function; because no one is going to emancipate the classes if they 


























are not emancipated by themselves. Here, things happen in the opposite way. 
And there is a desire for manipulation. We are observing it in connection 
with electoral matters. It is regrettable. 


(Question] I would like to comment on the classes. One can talk about an 
Cligarchy in Peru, but, underneath that oligarchy, J think that the classes are 
rather theoretical, or mental. Of what kind of middle class can we speak in 
Peru? The man who reaches the middle class because he has to go to work with 

a tie, who is an unfortunate person that has to spend more un clothes, and who 














ends up turning into a caricature of a class without the corresponding financial 
income? ‘This causes me to assume that there are large sectors in this country 
which could have a national sense, a national identity if things are not propos- 
ed to them in European terms, those of Europeézn classes. It is rather ridicu- 
lous to talk abcut a bou‘geoisie in Huacho today. In Huacho there is an abusive 
Oligar.ny, and the est is a group of people, a mass of people with greater or 
lesser income, but a people whose differences are rather imaginary, a result of 
an advertising campaign which has made all of them equally greedy, and symbols 
of imported classes which do not exist in the national reality. And I say this 
because it seems to me that certain concepts which are also expressed in univer- 
sal terms, not geared to the Peruvian reality, could cause fear and resistance 
among an entire sector of the population that would certainly be willing to 

join in an alliance, if it did not dread the specter of the Marxist-Leninist 
groups’ appropriation of the leadership of a political movement. 


A.M.: Insofar as the classes per se are concerned, I think that there are class- 
es in Peru; the proces; of configuration is not yet so clearcut as in the Euro- 
pean countries, in which capitalism has already been defined. Here, the classes 
are in a process of transition. Our historical development itself and the 
country's economic development, even capitalism, is different; it is in the 
process of formation, and has many peculiarities in comparison with European 
capitalism. So, this kind of evaluation of classes does not appear to me to 

be a factor opposing the possibility of the integration of a group of forces 

in a process of social transformation. I also mean to say that the worker has 
in mind a group of ideological elements that are alien to his class. At times 
one thinks that the worker, because he is a worker, has a pessimistic mentality 
regarding the interests of his own class. 


[Question] In the long run, it is not a matter of ending up forming a single 
class, because in utopian terms the working class will not be the backward, 
dominated class; it will be a superior, leading class, on levels that are even 
higher than those of the present middle class. Isn't it really the search for 
a new man, for a new class without class distinctions? Isn't there something 
we could use to advantage that is not the Furopean class struggle? Is there 
no innovation, nothing that we could contrive? 


A.M.: If we view it in perspective, over the long term, we start with the 
premise that the classes will disappear. but that will occur over the ior, 
term. The problem is that we are on concrete terrain, and we must determine 
matters through what exists in that concrete terrain. Now, insofar as the 
possibilities of a struggle to solve the major currert problems are concerned, 
it seems to me that we must consider very widespread in.erests in our country. 
[ would not say that the workers are sufficient, or that they would suffice 

by themselves to produce this change. Other middle-class sectors must also be 
included in this process, and even more so when it is these sectors that are 
suffering the consequences of the crisis; because there is social degradation, 
and not only economic degradation, affecting these sectors. So, a crisis such 
as this broadens the spectrum of all the forces which join or should join a 
movement for social transformation. I! think that, in this country, the problem 








of the struggle for national independence, and also for patriotism, holds a 
very great, very considerable position. The forces in favor of the defense of 
an independent fatherland, who defend what is ours, are highly important. Hence, 
{t is not just a matter of Marxist revolutionaries, nor of workers alone. Very 
great forces can and should be included in this project. That is why | don't 
think that we have a victorious socialism in this country; rather, we have a 
correct policy toward the Christians, and toward the sectors that we call the 
middle bourgeoisie. We cannot make a policy of liquidation; rather, we must 
have a policy of assimilation, of integration; because a revolution, in order 
to be genuine, must unite as much as it can, and isolate as little as possible. 
A socialism that is one of a few is not socialism; for example, what exists in 
Poland, a working class party in which there are no workers. 


[Question] What I intend in asking these questions, Mr Moreno, is for your 
remarks to be addressed to those outside United Left, to those outside of 

your own party which already knows your thinking. As a person dissociated from 
your party, I am concerned about knowing you, and I think that it would be of 
great concern to this entire group of individuals without opinions, who feel 
unprotected owing to the lack of an alliance, but who are unfamiliar with Marx- 
ism, and whom the bombardment by a propaganda which depicts the Marxists and 
the Marxist-Leninists as child-eaters might cause to be frightened by the 

fact of being with one of them. That is why 1 am stressing these questions. 


For example, I think that when you say "they should be integrated,” you ought 
to be saying, rather, "we should be integrated." 1 understand the role of 

a vanguard, but what needs to be aroused, in my opinion, is the vanguard spirit 
in all groups and all sectors. We are talking about Chrisians, and Social 
Democrats; we are talking about regional fronts and peasant associations. I 
believe that they should all have an awarenessof their vanguard role, and their 
political responsibility. 


Politics is a responsibility for all citizens. This cannot be denied. If we 
are in trouble now, it is because we have delegated our political obligations 
and responsibilities. Who is to blame for the crisis? All of us Peruvians 
are to blame for the crisis. We have shirked a responsibility, the most impor- 
tant one of all, related to the government, and to the interests of all Peru- 
vians. And when | talk about alliances, J am talking about a change in menta- 
lity. I am thinking of the necessary effort for a conduct that will set an 
example in contrast to the conduct that is power-greedy, coveting votes, eager 
for notoriety, wanting to be pictured in the newspapers. I believe that what 
must be set is the example of renouncement, of work, without meaning a falter- 
ing in the personal realm, or a renouncement of the exercise of strength that 
one already has, of strength that every political group possesses. But 1f 
there were a little modesty about being the main speaker at every rally, or 
about being the candidate for the presidency, I think it would be possible to 
improve things in this country. What do these thoughts suggest to you? 


[Answer] Jt is a concern that we share, generally speaking. Sut we must 
assign things as they occur, and decide what must be done to cope with them. 
[I would start with the latter part. Something that we are convinced of is 
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that, in politics, preaching is not enough. In politics, the most important 
educational factor is practical conduct. This is perhaps one thing that 
explains my own situation here. If we had had personal ambitions, and a 

desire for notoriety, we would have gone elsewhere. This is the first inter- 
view that I have had in my life as a political leader, and I have been secre- 
tary general of ked Fatherland since 1968. I! believe in innovation, but 1! 
think that it is a quality that is lacking in the left; and that there is a 
need to develop a civic consciousness, because there is a very narrow view of 
politics, confined to everyday matters, and to explanations cf the moment. 
There is no long-term view. We have a slogun: "work with a destiny of power,” 
which actually means building ourselves as a factor for the new situation that 
we want to construct. We shall not accomplish what we want to construct just 
as soon as we have power. What shall we do with that power? Because power is 
a monstrous thing. We must prepare ourselves from now on, with a new conscious- 
ness, with new connections, with new attitudes, wherein that desire for notori- 
ey will disappear, and be replaced by one basic slogan: “everything in the 
service of the people, everything in the service of the majorities." That view 
is one that seems to me to be missing among the leftist groups. And this has 
perhaps led the population itself to lack a feeling of confidence in the left, 
of something new that would lend it security, despite its mistakes, but some- 
thing that is being constructed as an alternate possibility. We claim that 
this method is bad, but actually much of what we are doing is precisely that: 
we claim that this is an antidemocratic regime, but we actually use anti- 
democratic methods in the labor unions to solve problems. An alternative, for 
us, should be to convert ourselves into different beings. To start being 
different is difficult, hard, and requires struggling against our own preju- 
dices; but we must bevin there. If we do not do this, I fear that things will 
not change, even if the left should arrive in the government. 


[Question] We were discussing the vanguard role that other sectors have wanted 
to assume; but to assume that role, it would also be necessary for this spirit 
to penetrate. 


[Answer] In order to be a vanguard, we must first have our goals. 
the left now has (in comparison with what it was like 10 or 12 yea 
total view of what it is proposing to this country. Until the 196 
was nationalization, state control and agrarian reform. Beyond t i 

was not clear. Now we have a far more lucid view, even when we discuss social- 
ism: what socialism can we construct on the basis of what we are, what 

and our real conditions? Not something imported; but something that has our 
own personality. There is now a far more accurate view. This is an important 
point: that the left is giving this country a possible alternative. Second is 
an attitude that will make it possible to unite the masses; not a political, 
hegemonic, imposing concern: "I have the truth and you do not have it; there- 
fore you must follow me,” not that. Rather, saying that, what we want to do 
is the sum of all that is being created in this country by the action of all 
these forces which in some way want to change the existing situati 

seems to me that it would be possible to continue progressing on this basis. 
Now, so that this may progress, the left must have a personality; and it does 


not have one, not a sufficient one. So long as it lacks this, any policy for 














an alliance might end up being ill-fated; because one cannot lose sight of 

the goals for the sake of unity, since not all social sectors or political 
forces think alike. There ts unity, but there is struygle also. At the 
present time, the problem of struggle is frightening, but the problem is how 
one fights and for what purpose. There is necessarily struggle in all pro- 
cesses for unification; because there are different movements, different 
opinions and different partial interests. However, there are also common 
interests. It is those common goals that unify. We must continue developing 
them and surmounting the differences using appropriate methods. So, methods 
play a highly important role in this respect. An appropriate method helps 

to resolve matters. What a method based on cannibalism does is divide. It 
unites the rank and file on the basis of immediate needs, but that unity is 
superficial. And what this country needs is the combination of strong forces. 
There are among the Peruvian people contributions that could be the basis 

for a very extensive unifiying process. ! attach a great deal of value to 

the Lefense Fronts in this respect, perhaps partly because it was our party . 
which most promoted this principle. Perhaps one of the merits we might have 
is having promoted these organizations. At the present time, we liave heen 
labeled reformists. Now, everyone recognizes the potential that exists in 
these fronts. Sometimes they lack a precise program, sometimes they are 
explosive; but they are now indicating a possibility, a tendency that we must 
discover and develop. We also have the forms of self-defense. I consider them 
an enormous accomplishment of the Peruvian people. Perhaps they have not 
manifested themselves so clearly in other experiences, in Latin America, and 
especially in South America. 1! perceive here a very great responsibility, a 
long-term projection which is still dispersed, atomized and diffused; but 

the importart thing is what is new. 


‘Question|] I think that something that has not been stated clearly thus far is 
the fact that to some Peru is a combination of cultures;to me it is a combina- 
tion of nationalities. 1 even think that a new society should have different 
features, depending on each nationality. It seems to me that soctalism is 
meant to organize the people's happiness, and J think that Andean happiness 
is different from coastal] happiness. It seems to me that the cultural features 
f the Aymaras differ completedly from the life style and manner of conceiving 
ocial reality among the people of Piura. The problems might be the same, but 
there are nuances insofar as the spiritual quality is concerned. And from this 
| take two proposals: one, that it is impossible to propose a monolithic new 
society, that would be a kind of strait jacket for all these Peruvian cultures 
or nationalities; which is what the Spanish conquistadores did. That was what 
made us miserable. And, secondly, it prompts me to cite the importance of an 
in-depth study of the issue of this problem of separate nations, all members 
of Peru, but with features that are sometimes different from one another. 
There is no doubt that we have a national adhesive, a cement, but we also 
have different ways of laughing, of organizing ourselves, of dancing, of 
inging, of being cad; and it does not seem to me that this has been studied 
ejther. It has been studied, but in a disorderly fashion, It has been a 
concern of scholars who have not combined their results; and it is something 
that is missing from the proposals of the political parties, because from 
this reality of regions, of nationalities, of several nations in one, there 
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must emerge the proposal for a different national organization. Perhaps the 
proposal should be more federalist than unitarian; and this would lend strength, 
meaning and a different political importance to these Defense Fronts which 

have arisen to counter current problems, which disappear when the government's 
promise has been kept. 


[Answer} The country's national problem may be interpreted primarily as that 
ot defense against North American domination. ‘The national problem is also 
associated with what you have noted: the nationalities, the national rights 
that each one of these populations possesses, 


For example, the jungle population has a right to its language, and its songs. 
We propose the right to have autonomous governments within the united national] 
government, It is a democratic right of those populations. The third element 
that has not been considered is that Peru is not a unified country; it is a 
disjointed, very disjointed country. This must not be forgotten in the process 
of forming the nation. We also have racial problems in this country. The 
combination of these factors should give rise to an individual quality in the 
formation of the new society. If we do not take them into account, we would 

be disregarding the interests of a large sector of forces which are dissimilar. 
It cannot be introduced to them with a single method. That is why we consider 
economic, political and administrative decentralization, which could become a 
factor for integration, to be important, 


obsolete; and decentralization entails better control by the citizens over the 
government apparatus, 


[Answer] There are two important elements here: One cannot lose sight of a 
centralized organization, but within that centralized organization there must 
be maximum decentralization. The possibility of maximizing the people's initi- 
ative cannot be achieved from the top; it must come from below. To achieve 
this, it 1s essential to know the degree of confidence that we have in the 
potential and capacity of our. population. One of the features of our bourgeoi- 
sie is that it has always lacked confidence in Peru, A regime such as that of 
Velasco had the same shortcoming. It could not go further, despite the fact 
that it had the best intentions. A radical transformation requires, as a 
priority, confidence in the potential and in the creativity of those mass 

and not only in political terms, but in economic terms as well, Another common 
flaw consists of stating economic problems, and the solution to the economic 
problem, only in economic and technical terms, losing sight of the fundamental] 
productive force which is the workers, the population. Unless we solve the 
problem of the population, its integration into production, its initiative and 
{ts creativity, | do not think we can solve this country's major economic 
problems, even though they may give us many millions of dollars. The decisive 
factor is the human being. Keleasing his potential and channeling it is some- 
thing that cannot be accomplished using bureaucratic methods, It entails, 
primarily, a change in mentality and recognition of the role that the population 
must assume, 











[Question] Mr Moreno, we live in a democratic state under the rule of a Consti- 
tution which recognizes the yovernment mandate of the one who receives 5%! 
percent of the votes in the first round, In the name of God, what is prevent- 
iny all those who have mutual national interests from being called upon to 
agree when it is time to cast a vote, and to make use of the assets represented 
by universal suffrage, assuming power? 


[Answer] If by power we mean attaining power, let me tell: you that that is not 
power; it is only a fraction thereof, 


[Question] It is only a fraction, but one begins with something. If, instead 
of ftighting the labor minister, the workers were to appoint him, they would 
have gained something, 


[Answer] Although there 1s an identity of interests among large sectors, there 
are also substantial differences, If someone does not obtain 51 percent in 
the first round, there 1s a second round, In the first one, each political 
yroup, each fundamental movement should express its potential involving a 
specifie program that 1t represents, In the second round, there is the oppor- 
tunity to achieve what you have cited, 


[Question] And why not as a front? 


[Answer] Because there are substantial differences; there are certain agreements, 
often just current, but there are substantial differences. 


[Question] But why not strive in search of agreements? 1 think that the agree- 
ments that could be found are quite substantial, | believe that in the long run 
the differences are adjectival, And I believe that, with respect to the problem 
of national independence, real national) independence, the agreement should be 
greater than we assume, For example, | think that the poor and oppressed of 

this country must total 98 percent, and that those who think in terms of 
oppressors should not even total 2 percent. So why not strive in this direction? 


[Answer] | agree with that, that over 90 percent are poor and oppressed; but, 
unfortunately, they are not conscious of being part of a project. It is no 
coincidence that 43 percent voted for Mr Belaunde, So, not only do the poor, 
because they are poor, have common interests; but they are still divided 
politically. kven those who have progressed toward a more definite position 
still have a limited view. The people in this country don't even vote for 

a program; they vote for a political boss, Unfortunately, that is still our 
reality. You aiso mentioned the problemof the Constitution, but this 1s a 
tragic problem, The contradiction between the real Peru and the outward Peru 
dates back to the first times of independence, Here, the law 1s one thing and 
life is something else, Here, those who approve the Constitution are the ones 
who least practice it. It 18 a permanent contradiction. And [| am afraid that 
if, for example, the left should reach the government, there might possibly 
happen what happened co Chile with Allende, Moreover, in this country the space 
for ¢ivilian political contests for the vovernment tas been almost in the 
minority, compared with the military regimes. The population does not have 

a tradition of struggle; it does not understand that sufficiently. It is no 
coincidence that the workers are now holding marches for economic demands, 
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overlooking the fact that if the issue is not resolved politically, the econo- 
mic problem will not be solved elther, but, for them, their world ends there. 
They have not been made to progress despite all the very abundant experience 
that we have had with struyyle, We must start with what is the real Peru; 
anything else is the ideal, 


[Question] Something that concerns me is the absence of women from Peruvian 
politics, 1 believe that the values, the strength and the integrity germane 
to women are extremely important in a political process, and that the absence 
of women from Peruvian politics has impoverished it. What have we become? 
Such a macho society that {t has ended up intimidating women, and discriminat- 
ing against them to the point of perpetrating a kind of civic suicide; because 
a political process in which women are not present is suicidal? 


[Answer] Of course, we recently stated that, if we must unite the vast majority, 
which is an historic task, that vast majority cannot be such without women; 
hence, this means that that large group, that 50 percent whichmust consist of 
women, must be integrated, Without it, there is no salvation for our country 
either. It seems to me that what has happened in Peru is that, while the people 
have a substantive political presence, women do not have a substantive presence, 
And this has caused, even in the leftist parties themselves, a failure to assume 
a sufficiently firm position in this regard, Sometimes, in the leftist parties, 
there still remains an old prejudice that is fought and criticized, but still 
remains. If the left is a force which is truly integrating the people, it will 
integrate women, That is part of the backwardness in our country per se, 


[Question] I would like to ask you for an opinion regarding the Social Demo- 
cratic movement, I think that it has not been coordinated, but that it might 
be heading toward coordination in Peru, and there might be more than one move- 
ment being formed; because the Secial Democrats themselves propose a multi- 
party system. To what extent should we in Peru agree, instead of excluding 
the movements which are Marxist-Leninist and those which are Marxist? 


[Ancwer|] ! have told you that, in this country, there must be the most exten- 
sive unity possible among the political and social forces, taking into account 
differences which are well-known and the limitations on the potential of both 
forces. The Social Democratic movement in Peru would have to be reflected 
fundamentally in what APRA is, and the Aprista party is not compact either. 
There are movements reflecting the situation that is occurring in the interna- 
tional area; the state of virtually total North American preeminence is giving 
way to a state of increasing weakness and the revival of contradictions with 
the European countries, This has prompted us to show not a growing tendency 
toward creating a state of what we might call bipolarity on a worldwide scale, 
but rather one of multipolarity. Under such circumstances, it is normal for 

a system to occur, and it is also no coincidence that the Social Democratic 
Movement has been projected intensively to Latin America, , even seeking to 
occupy the part of the space that it has been losing in the international] 
conflict. So, the class struggle in this country has been acquiring such 
nuances and such features that it has caused major sectors of the Aprista party 
to progress, also, toward a more radical position, and to break with that old 
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anti-Communist prejudice that {it defended in the past, which has also forced 
the left to break with that anti-Aprista prejudice at all costs. A unity of 
action could occur; at least It 46 occurring now. We think that this could 
proyress a8 4 possibility, and over the long term, The exact extent to which 
it will progress is not something that we must preestablish, Here, there must 
be at least an immediate response to the internal policy. We have agreements 
here, | wonder: If AVKA were to reach the government, could it deal totally 
with the country's problems and solve them? 1 think not, 


[Question] They may possibly think that 1f you came to power you could not do 
so either, 


[Answer] All right, and why couldn't APKA? I stil! wonder whether the APRA 
program 18 a program that is radically different in {ts main features from a 
traditional poliley, and the extent to which {t could produce a more radical] 
alternative, There are Aprista sectors which are advancing toward that 
prospect; others are turning backward, It has not been decided, Sut, when 
viewed as a whole, we in this country are heading toward polarization, The 
obstinate pro-imperlalist and conservative sectors are reflected in the AP 
[Popular Action]|-PPC [Popular Christian Party] alliance. And there is a 
sector of the very extensive social bloc which is in the opposition, and which 
has already found here a point of initial agreement, I believe that this is 
what must be preserved, and what must be taken into account, That will surely 
progress. To what extent? Jt is impossible to predict as yet, Insofar as 
the left ts concerned, it must make a serious effort to forge ahead, We have 
some experience, for example, that of Trujillo, with the Regional Front, which 
wis a signifieant advance, There was on that cccasion a joint leadership of 

a reytonal work stoppage, a major regional movement; and i believe that this 
should be the basis on which an opportunity for advancement could be afforded, 
The left itself has a plan, It has stated that it 1s struggling for popular 
democracy, for soctalism, fut there 18 not complete unity among the left 
either; there are Marizet-Leninists, there are soctalists, as well as many 
people who are simply democratic and anti-imperifalist, So, in the left itself 
we could not claim that there isconcrete unity, YVThere 18 a unity which, more- 
over, has not yet been accomp] Ished, if that is so in the left, | believe 
that It would be even more difficult within the Social Democratic movement, 

At least | stress that unity of action 16 important now. Jt should prevail 
and develop, because it 18 an advance, ‘The rest 18 a problem of rapprochement, 


[Question] | also think that the capitalist system is reaching a state of 
exhaustion, In other words, the revolution will not only be an option, but 
Almost the only alternative for survival, In those historic terms, this would 
entall a necessary change in certain opinions reyarding the method, Concretely, 
in Peru, the capitalist system is falling; essentially, the banking and finan- 
clal system, which is the most complete reflection of the capitalist system, 

ls in a state of crisis. The national capitalism, the system in Peruvian terms, 
is exhausted, It seems to be exhausted in international] terms as well, Soon, 
we shall be faced with a kind of vacuum, I! hope that the vacuum will not be 

a major international war, 
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[Answer] | fear that we are heading toward a war situation, I hope that it 
won't happen, Every possible effort must be made to prevent it from happening. 
Yor this reason, to expend all efforts for the strugyle on behalf of peace has 
now assumed enormous siynificance, It should also be incumbent on us to play 
our role in that yreat movement for peace, On the national level, | believe 
that the system 1# already exhausted, It cannot offer anything more, And if 
there 1s no change it 1s because the forces seeking it lack sufficient power, 
The system can no longer offer any more, 1 mentioned that, If AVPKA does not 
have a program capable of stating matters in this way in the government, if it 
does not intend to make a substantial change, and even if we should arrive 
electorally as a left, i wonder whether we could solve those problems; and ! 
think not, It would be inadequate, J have cited that problem of moralization, 
To moralize the country, decisions from above do not suffice, A change must 

be made; a change of mentality in a)] areas relating to the economic, social 
and political problems, That means that certain progress could be achieved 

by way of reform, but the major problems of this country could not be solved, 


let's observe the problem of the population, with 46 percent underemployed, 

plus the masses of unemployed; with that potential, which is the most important 
in this country, wasted, We recently received a report that, in this country, 
which needs to give an incentive for agrarian production, 75 percent of the agro- 
nomists are working in areas dissociated from agriculture, Only 10 percent are 
in the rural areas, and 15 percent in the bureaucracy, This 16 an incredible 
situation, which proves the exhaustion and the inability of the system even to 
solve that problem. We do not need 5,000 agronomists, We need tens of thou- 
sands of agronomists, This country's economy must be based: on a system that 

will maximize agriculture, That is the course of action for solving the prob- 
lem of the domestic market, the employment one, and the industrial development 
one, 46 well as for decentralization itself, And the development of this decen- 
tralization must be reflected in agriculture, but it cannot be accomplished 
with the current conditions, This 16 one of the areas in which we must take 

the experience of the Velasco regime, which made certain changes in the property 
relations, and yet they proved insufficient, The left, | repeat, must think 

with a destiny for power; and when | say a destiny for power, | am not referring 
to the authoritarian type, because authoritarianism has deeply marked our history, 
and we must break with that tradition, It 1s a thread in our relations as a 
party, a8 4 political organization and with the masses, 





[Question] Does this involve a democratic power? 


[Answer} A power which will ensure that the people are the masters of this 
country, and that power is not tha rantic machine that we have to deyour 
everything, How can we create the ing and mechanisms that will guarantee 
that this power 1s not only what 1s spoken, but rather a power which is con- 
trolled and revoked? 


[Question] How 16 1t possible to contrive mechanisms that will ensure the 
continuity of the people's control? 











‘Anewer| Jn that connection, | attach preat value to the experfence of the 
patrols, and | would make 4 suggestion for them, You too may be familiar 
with them, J! am not saying this because we have a certain type of influence 
there, but rather because of the democratic forms that have been created, 
which in a great many respects operate apart from what is the official system. 
They create their courts, and solve their problems using democratic means. 

lhe peasants recently tried a cattle rustler, They did not punish him, but 
rather reeducated him. They have integrated him into the community again. 

lt fo not like our system, which crushes those who commit crime, sometimes 

out of need, They reeducate them, but that is embryonic, and still weak. 

] wonder whether the new society will have those elements, I have learned 

a great deal about democracy from these peasant patrols. And much of what 

| am proposing 16 not a theoretical] matter for intensive study. It is a 
result of what ! have observed in Peru, and also because of my training. Il am 
an intellectual; J am self{-tauyht, That is an advantage that I have. I 
believe that there 1s an element there which could serve as a new model, one 
that we shall not contrive, but one that is emerging. I think that one of the 
major limitations of the Peruvian Marxists, and also in the international area, 
is not having learned to see and to learn from their people, what their great 
social movements have created, and to exalt it and idealize it. Only in this 
way can there by a unity in Marzist theory. Only in this way will it be 

rich. Otherwise, it will be a bible. ! believe that there are forms being 


produced, and that they could be elements for what we want to construct, 


\Question) Speaking of bibles, were you ever a Christian in any phase of your 
life? 


Ar wer | {@¢6, 


Question! Are you still a Christian? 
‘Answer) No, | was a Catholi{e until the aye of 16, And it was precisely with 
the bible that | beyan to change. This does not mean that J don't have deep 
respect for the people who have a religion. 

(Question) There 1s something in St Luke's Gospel, It is the following: "One 
in deny the Father, ard the Son, but he who denies the Holy Spirit will have 
no forgiveness." I recall talking with Tomas Borge in Managua, and he told me 
that the yuerrillas sometimes have to deny the Father, and sometimes the Son, 
put that they could never deny the Holy Spirit, from the Sandinista standpoint 
that the Holy Soirit is the spirit of love, Whether or not one is a Christian 

is not Important per se, It 1s Important to have a conduct that might be 
termed Christian, or that might have another name, but a conduct in agreement 
with the concern for one's nelghbor, love, Revolutions are made out of love, 
not out of hatred, Ise this something that seems important to you? 


‘Anewer| We have a slogan that we developed during the past decade, which 


attempts to summarize much of those assessments, which we are continuing to 
improve, We said: "“lverything with the masses, nothing without them." But 
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it seems incomplete to me, because we could say: "Everything in the service of 
the people; nothing against the people; nothing above the people." It is a 
total dedication, If there is not that position {jn a Communist, a position 
that is not only theoretical but practical, | don't believe that there can be 
a party for radical transformation of the society; because not only does the 
revolutionary seek to transform others, but he must also first become trans- 
formed himself, He must not only seek to educate, but must also be educated 
himself. And this is not a demagogic statement. I learned a great deal from 
the patrols. If we have made any progress, and if we have auy merit as a 
party, it is that we have been trying to spread this, a tradition which is not 
yet sufficitently affirmed in the experience of the revolutionary movement. If 
we accomplished that, I think there would be a very close relationship between 
a revolutionary party and the masses, the vast majority. I believe that this 
is what you mean by love. 


[Question] As Sandino said: "All of you have witnessed the existence of a force 
higher than yourselves; we have known it by the name of God. God is love, and 
his only daughter is divine justice." This is in the manifesto entitled "Light 
and Truth." Jt 18 a starting point, I think, for the entire Sandinista move- 
ment, What threats to democracy do you observe in the future, realizing the 
possibility that this improvable democracy could be improved without the need 
for a war? 


[Answer] One would have to consider whether this is democracy, at least in its 
complex sense, We talk about formal democracy, This has always been our history, 
not only in the sense that our democracy is incomplete, but also that it has 
always been distorted, And we have seen what is happening to the Constitution, 


[Question] But we still have at our disposal certain methods that are possible 
to use from the standpoint of peace, 


[Answer] We must understand the limitations of this democracy as is exists in 
the country and, secondly, understand that not only are the ruling classes 
inconsistent with the Constitution, but they are not even willing to accept 
it. This is one of the yreatest Irregularities of the ruling class in our 
country. Even within those limitations, it is essential to maintain space, 
because in this country no major conquest in the democratic realm has been 
achtleved without the people's struggle. Nothing has been given as a gift. 

It has always been conquered, and, within a short time, they have tried to 
snatch it away. 


it is essential to avoid at all costs reaching a state of civilian-military 
dictatorship, which would be nothing more than the reflection or expansion 

of what 18 going on in Ayacucho, What is happening there is a future that 
threatens the Peruvian people. I! believe that it affects not only the C ommun- 
iets and the left, but the people as a whole. All the forces willing to 
oppose this must be united, We must pregerve the political freedoms, regard- 
less of how limited they may be. This is a major task; failing to perform it 
would mean making a serious mistake, And therein, in our judgment, there is 

a great difference from Bright Path. bright Path needs a coup solution, 
because 1t wants to turn the handling of the problems into a military handling; 
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and a military handling means the destruction of everything here that has been 
conquered, these existing institutions, and the existing legality, and resolving 
the future with armed force and with Bright Path, Because the left is an ob- 
stacle to the Bright Path strategy. It is a kind of wall holding back a major 
sector of the population which, if 1t were to disappear, could emigrate toward 
them, 


[Question] But if the Argentine experience, or that cof Chile or Uruguay, were 
to be repeated, nothing would be Jeft to emigrate anywhere, 


[Answer] That is what we think, Bright Path does not think so. 


[Question] Why couldn't Bright Path be thinking in those terms? Is is possible 
that Bright Path may be such a large, efficient, synchronized organization, so 
replete with resources, or is there more of a possibility for action if Bright 
Path were supplanted? 


[Answer] | think that there might be two possibilities here: first, that not 
only Bright Path, but some other groups as well, might have foreign, North 
American intervention, using certain intelligence services, and certain existing 
channels. I don't think we can preclude that possibility. Secondly, I don't 
believe that Bright Path 1s a national force. Sometimes, things are confused 
because of the impact that they have on certain propaganda levels. for example, 
they have been in the north, and they have taken some action in Trujillo, in 
Chiclayo, fut small groups suffice to do that. They have no politico- 
military entrenchment except in Ayacucho, There, they do have a certain amount 
of strength among the population, a certain base. That is what is lasting, 

The rest is temporary and fleeting; something that might make an impression 

and show an image of strength, but a strength which is artificial. I don't 
believe that Bright Path 16 a national force, nor that it even has a national 
projection. Nor do | belleve that it is a force with significant mass support. 
And with the situation that it 18 creating, it is tending to become increasing- 
ly separated from the people. There 1s an additional issue: The revolutionary 
struggle, even if put in those terms, must achieve political conquests; in 
other words, the population's integration into those processes, If the measures 
that Bright Path is adopting do not serve that purpose, instead of integrating 
the population, it will put them at a distance, And there is no revolutionary 
movement that has a chance for success with the masses opposed to it. I believe 
that Bright Path's actions have increasingly lost support among sectors which 
previously, to some extent, felt a favorable impact, and which are now starting 
to lose confidence, and I would even say to reject it. 


[Question] But if what a propaganda apparatus is doing is putting a genera] 
coat of red paint over Bright Path and the rest of the left, don't you think 
that it entails a danger for the left itself, which might be supplanted? 


[Answer; That it entails a danger for the left is obvious, in any terms. Just 
now, | think that this is aimed at creating the danger; because, if a regime 
Jike that of Argentina should arrive here, the left would not be the only one 
that would pay. The deaths would not be only those among the left. It is 











the entire people who would be destroyed, This should prompt us to a national 
opposition, Insofar as the immediate period is concerned, Bright Path is 
driving the people away from a democratic leftist solution. Many people are 
beyinning to be frightened; they are beginning to believe that the left is 
only Bright Path, 


[Question] Regarding the municipal elections that are approaching, do you think 
thatthere might be time to orchestrate a position that would propose the elec- 
tions, not in terms of garbage collection, but rather in terms of a major 
national policy, and that we might reach a first test of what a front could 

be? 


[Answer] Even in the event that this were desirable, it seems to me that the 
conditions are not present, Furthermore, it is not necessary. It is advisable 
for all the basic forces to be able to have their own image, their own space. 
The fundamental problem among the left is that it appears related to a plebis- 
cite issue, not from the standpoint of taking votes away from the traditional 
politicians, but rather of demonstrating the opinion, the state of mind, the 
mood of the population of Peru toward this government's policy. As a concrete 
activity, the proposal that it has made also seems to me to be impossible 
because the registrations have already been determined, at least in the basic 
opposition blocs, We inside of United Left are willing, and we consider it 
necessary, to have an opportunity to organize a convergence of all forces, and 
all organizations opposed to the current regime, which are not in APRA; and 

not to have United Left stand alone, but rather expand its spectrum. In our 
judgment, that is necessary. Only yesterday we discussed these options, and 
they were approved; because it would be mistaken to think in terms of its 
present perspective, As to whether union is possible, it is. To what extent? 
We don't know, The time margin is not large, but I thimk that, in this respect, 
United Left will seize the pertinent initiative, in view of the agreement that 
we made yesterday. 


[Question] | thank you immensely for this, your first interview. 
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“ACUCHO DEVELOPMENT HAMPERED BY SHINING PATH TERRORISM 


ima CARETAS in Spanish 15 Aug 83 pp 14-15, 72 


text} On Monday, last 4th of July, Shining Path fanatics raided the workshops 
the Ministry of Agriculture in the city of Ayacucho, and dynamited eight 


les and a tractor. Damages: 400 million soles. 


llowing day, another gang attacked an encampment of the Ministry of 
ransport at Kilometer 44 of the Lagunillas-San Francisco road, destroying 
Mother caterpillar tractor. Work on the project was left paralyzed. On the 
3th, Shining Path members set fire to the premises of CIPA XIII, dedicated 
) agricultural expansion, and attacked another [Ministry of] Roads encampment 
ja Chuyacc. Losses: 25 million soles. 


the 2Zlst, they sabotaged the offices of Electroperu in Ayacucho. Destruc- 
fon: 200 million soles. 


the 2/th, a mob of 200 subversives entered the Luisiana estate of Accion 
pular Deputy Jose Parodi Vargas, plundered all they could load onto three 
ation wagons, and dynamited works and equipment. Damages could reach some 


hillion soles. 


e list of criminal offenses in July is long. They totai at least 41 in the 
artment, and the targets are not mainly police or military installations, 

t electricity substations, bridges necessary for the transport of crops, 

vil works repair shops, even the offices of the Agrarian Bank, intended to 

fer financing to the rural community. 





tis is without doubt a question of one of the most absurd terrorist strategies 
own to history, and the deaths caused, for the most part civilian, corroborate 


sul Perez Ordonez, engineer of the Departmental Development Corporation ot 
yacucho, murdered in Chancos district, Lucanas Province. 

) ; ,; — ee ,; ba me 
»lix Cardenas, Cooperative Society Manager, killed in the locality of Rosario. 


rnestina Gastelu Quispe, nurse, liquidated in Ayacucho. 
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In addition, another eight members of the community of Uchuraccay, eight pea- 
sants from Placa (with the robbery of 450 head of cattle) and a dozen more in 
Buena Vista, Pampa Cangallo, Chuchucancha, and Victor Fajardo. 


These deaths were intended to intimidate entire villages, to punish local 
community members, to drive away from the area not only representatives of the 
state and government, such as mayors and justices of the peace, but even doc- 
tors, engineers and technicians. 


This is revolution by way of the Stone Age; it is the redemption of the people 
through famine, and the rejection of any improvement whatever. 


It Ought To Be Easy 


Thanks to such an insane policy, it ought to be easy to defeat Shining Path. 
Nevertheless, for the moment, terror is winning out. 


Toward the end of July, for example, 12 doctors stopped serving at the Base 
Hospital of Ayacucho. A few days later, young Rural Service doctors who had 
been hastily recruited to make up for the defections, terminated their con- 
tracts and left also. 


On the 13th of that month, Dario del Pozo Galvan, Prefect Designate of the 
Yepartment, resigned before being sworn in to the office. Ayacucho remains 
without a Prefect. 


Numerous persons have declined to serve on electoral panels, presenting a 
veritable avalanche of medical certificates. Ayacucho remains without a 
provincial panel. 


And there are not so many engineers either, nor are they prepared to leave 
the capital just like that. The area office of the Development Corporation 
delayed 4 months in getting adequate staff. No one wanted to go, after a 
warehouse-keeper was murdered there. 


In short,the Shining Path terrorists are successfully waging war on development. 
Constructive Measures 


The tragic thing is that at the budgetary level, the government is aware of the 
necessity of combating terrorism by peaceful and constructive means. Total 
public investment programed for the Department of 1983 comes to 36.773 billion 
soles. 


In constant soles and comparative values, this figure is some five times greater 
than the amount the Velasco government spent in that Department in 1973, the 
year before the 150th Independence anniversary. 


Among the ministries, the Transport Ministry is the one which has the largest 
budget, with 7,516 billion soles. But it is the Development Corporation 
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which has allotted to it the largest investment amount: 11,504 million soles 
(provided the 3,384 billion soles, which were to have been trimmed from it, are 
restored, as Javier Alva promised.) 


Although the investment budget for Ayacucho is notably lower than that of 
Cueco (101,597 billion soles), and that of Huancavelica (163,900 billion 
soles), Departments which, with Apurimac, are involved in the so-called Emer- 
gency Sierra Centro-Sur Project, this is due to certain works of major import- 
ance (such as that of the Cobriza mines). 


Actually, there are available for Ayacucho a goodly number of practical pro- 
jects, which favor the utilization of manual labor, and facilitate the outlet 
of products. 


Therefore the preponderance of investment is committed to highways, and at 
present there are some 1,200 laborers working on the Corporation payroll. 
(Uncompensated collaboration with Cooperacion Popular is proscribed by Shining 
Path.) 


In certain areas, such as Victor Fajardo and Cangallo, the work can be so dan- 
gerous that the corporation has made an arrangement with the Ministry of War: 
an engineerbattalion is improving the Tocto-Cangallo-Huancapi road, and con- 
structing the Huancapi-Huancasancos stretch, near tragic Lucanamarca. In 

that area, the subversives have glutted their cruelty on communications, des- 
troying small bridges and opening trenches in the roads. 


the battalion is using machinery belonging to, and is being financed with the 
money of the corporation. The greater military presence may perhaps facili- 


tate in the future the development of Huancasancos irrigation, which is supposed 


to have been brought to a standstill by acts of violence. 
“hree Fronts 


Irrigation systems are the second action front, and there are projects for 
Carajay, Masinga and Colca, in violently distrubed zones, and other projects 
in Lucanas and Parinacochas, where there are no terrorists. 


Next in line are the animal husbandry development programs, periodic victims 
of attack. In May, for example, the Huanta service center was set afire, and 
had to be evacuated. It was connected with the Cachi-Huanta irrigation pro- 
gram, which seeks to make 1,200 hectares suitable for dairy cattle raising and 
hard seed fruit (e.g. peaches, prunes) cultivation. 


The farmers of that area have lived under threat since 1960, under pressure 
not to plant more than 2 hectares, but recently a great demand for services 
and machinery rental has been recorded--a ray of light in a gloomy panorama. 
And indeed there are others. In spite of the sabotage and the resultant diffi- 
culties, the Development Corporation has been able to deliver 26 educational 
centers, 3 medical stations, and 3 post offices. 











The ruins of Vilcashuaman are being restored, and 800 meters of a planned 
1,200 meter landing strip have been constructed, In addition, the municipal 
council building of the locality, which was reported destroyed in a bloody 
terrorist attack, is being reconstructed. 


Now there ire special police and army troops in Vilcashuaman, but at night the 
troops withdraw into their garrisons, and the village remains at the mercy of 
the Shining Path partisans, who walk about the streets in groups, shouting 
slogans, and proposing names of future victims. 


What is noteworthy is the fact that the city of Ayacucho itself, which has some 
/0,000 inhabitants, can count on potable water only during a few hours each 
day. And in September and October the situation becomes more serious. Now 

the resurfacing of the old Huatatas canal is expected to improve the situation, 
and the work is about 85 percent complete. 


Nevertheless the people of Huamango dream about the "Cachi Project", a mytho- 
logical waterway of 40 kilometers, which could bring more water for irrigation 
and electric energy--provided they do not dynamite the towers. In any case, 
the experts now regard the idea as no more than a long term, 45,000 million 
soles white elephant. 


Damages: 9% Billion Soles 


The Politico-Military Command estimated a short while ago that material damages 
caused by the Sendero Luminoso movement in Ayacucho Department now exceed 5 
billion soles. This figure does not take into accountother less tangible 
losses. Last year, for example, the Swiss COTEZ [Swiss Development Corporation, 
or Direktion fur Entwickélungszusammenarbeit und Humanitare Hilfe] mission, 
which was working on the improvement of grazing grounds, had to withdraw [from 
the area]. And a German mission decided not to send its technicians to Mer- 
cedes, where the reactivation of a mill for processing balanced foods was 

being considered. 


Scandalous Delay 


Without doubt a more energetic police and military operation is indispensable 
in order to make feasible the broad application of development programs. But 
even in this area, despite good intentions, there are shortcomings, at tite 
outrageous. 


Of the 11,504 billion soles budgeted for the corporation, the Public Treasury 
in Lima has only disbursed to it, as of this date, 2,709 billion soles, On the 
other hand, a new system of budgetary administration has enormously complicated 
matters. Until last year, the Public Treasury disbursed funds to the corpora- 
tion on a quarterly basis. Now it disburses in small monthly amounts, and to 
1] different administrative entities, none of which can transfer funds. 


But it is not a question of this rigidity having resulted in greater investment 


capacity for the corporation. In reality, the latter has overdrawn to the ex- 
tent of some 800 million soles. And even so, the funds do not arrive from Lima. 
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Absurdities for a country which, while a portion of its mountain range is burn- 
ing, and sometimes fragments of its capital city as well, gives itself the sat- 
isfaction of constructing an expressway leading to the outside, in perfect par- 
allel to another expressway which still satisfies the demand. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BRIEFS 


TERRORISTS CASUALTIES REPORTED--In one of the most violent confrontations be- 
tween the security forces and the Senderistas in violence-ridden Ayacucho 
Department, 40 subversives and 3 marines died in the community of Ccoril in 
San Jose de Secce District, Huanta Province. According to police reports, 
during the fighting the rebel leaders called "Comrade Estela" and "Comrade 
Saul" were killed and six light machineguns, six shotguns, two FAL rifles, 
grenades and dynamite were captured. The Emergency Zone Political Military 
Command reported that day before yesterday afternoon a patrol of police and 
marines engaged 100 PCP [Peruvian Communist Party]-SL[Sendero Luminoso]-MLM 
terrorists at Pago de Punca. Forty rebels were killed as well as the marines 
Pedro Cueva Vasquez, Jhonny Ordonez Diaz and Felix Rosas Zevallos, members of 
the security forces. On another subject, it was reported that a comnittee 

of identification experts of the PIP [Peruvian Investigative Police] went to 
the place where the body assumed to be that of Fortunato Gavilan, governor of 
Uchuraccay, reportedly assassinated by presumed terrorists 50 kilometers from 
Ayac ucho, was found. The deceased had two bullet wounds in his left side. 

He was wearing blue trousers and a lead-colored plaid shirt, and his head was 
covered with a scarf. Judge Humberto Gamarra, who directed the examination of 
the body, reported to the political-military command in charge of the depart- 
ment that he had found between the legs of the corpse a sign which read, 
"Fortunato Gavilan, evil leader of Uchuraccay, murderer of guerrillas, peasants 
and newspapermen." There was no identifying document on the corpse. [Excerpts] 
[Lima EL OBSERVADOR in Spanish 4 Aug 83 p 1] 9204 
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COUNTRY SUCTION 


SLUIMONDS DESCRIBES PROBLEMS IN SUGAR INDUSTRY 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 15 Aug 83 p 23 


(‘Text } 


BASSETERRE, (CANA) — St Kitts- 
Nevis premier, Dr Kennedy Sim- 
monds. savs the current situation the 
debt -ridden sugar industry, the twin- 
island state’s chief hard currency 
earner, is “bleak” and the future 
“uncertain."’ reviewing the 1983 sugar 
crop in a recent statewide broadcast, 
Dr Simmonds said there were two 
compelling reasons why government 
persisted vith the industry despite 
knowing prior to the start of this years’ 
crop that t :ere would be no profits and 
enormous sums of money would be 


lost. 


These, he said, were to 
provide work for the 6,000 
workers employed in the 
industry and to eam 
much needed foreign 
exchange through the 
export of sugar. 

‘So when the inevitable 
criticism surfaces over the 
measures which we are 
taking to keep the 
overdraft down and the 
industry afloat."’ he said, 
‘| want everyone to 
clearly understand that 
our overriding objective is 
the preservation of the 
industry as a labour 
intensive employer and a 
foreign exchange earner.” 

The 1983 crop, which 
ended on july 16, 
produced 27,76 tons of 
sugar, well below the 
original projection of 
31,000 tons, but above 
the revised figure of 
26,000 tons. 


SHORT FALL 


Dr Simmonds said the 
shortfall was due to two 


factors — dry weather in 
the middle of last year 
and early this year, and 
the fact thet some canes 
were left unreaped mainly 
in westen St Kitts, 
“amounting to about 33 
tons of sugar.”’ 
Addressing the sugar 
workers directly, premier 
Simmonds said the in- 
dustry was being run at 
an enormous loss and 


“Any ness to 
work during crop time can 
very easily mean a 
ehortfall in production 
end a failure to meet the 
(export) quotas we have 
work ard to secure,” 
Dr Simmonds warned. 

Government decided to 
‘start the problem-pleguad 
1983 crop on February 7 
after it seemed clear that 
no decision would be 
reached with the op- 
position-linked St Kitts- 
Nevis trades and labour 
union on a new 
governing conditions for 
the workers. 
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ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


AFFECTED 


The opposition labour 
party called a strike 
which was heeded mainly 
in the badly affected St 
P auls and Newton ground 
areas which it controls. 

However, Dr Sim- 
monds pointed out that: 
“in spite of all the 
mischievous attempts to 
prevent the sugar workers 
from earning their living. 
substantial wages were 
taken home by workers 
this year.” 

But the National 
Agricultural Corporation 
(NACO), which controls 
the field side of the in- 
dustry, and the St Kitts 
Sugar Manufacturing 
Corporation (SSMC)}, 
which runs the sugar 
processing arm, both 
failed to turn a profit, 
although Dr Simmonds 
said everything was done 
to reduce the losses. 


REALISATION 


Dr Simmonds said St 
Kitts-Nevis was not alone 











CSO: 
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“in our realisation of the | 
bleak present and un- | 
certain future in the 
worldwide sugar deciine.”’ | 
“When one is f 
with a production cost 


price of 
st erling per ton, 
aggravated by a rock- 
bottom exchange for the 
pound sterling,” he said, 
“There is just no way that 
any realistic person 
viewing this situation can 
even begin to consider 
any big demands for wage 
increases." 

Dr Simmonaa said that 
the one ray of hope has 
been the ability to sell 
local sugar at the slightly 
better preferential price in 
Europe. He added that he 
was hoping to renew this 
arrangement sinog it has 
been only a one-year 
contract. 

He noted that to slip 
sugar to the United 
States at 240 pounds 
sterling per ton including 
freight, though slightly 
better than the world 
market price, was still 
below local production 
costs. 

The prem ier blamed the 
former labour party 
administration for what 
he termed “the 
mismanagement of the 
sugar industry.”” He 
pointed, in particular, to 
the administration's 
failure to replace old and 
worn out equipment. 

‘The failure to do this 
is one of the factors which 
contributed to the failure 
of the industry and which 
makes it more difficult to 
put the industry back on 
its feet now’, he said. 

Citing another exam ple 
of ‘the morass of 
problems we inherited’, 
Dr Simmonds spoke of 
the governmant'’s take 
over of sugar lands more 
than five years before he 
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took office in February 
1980. The land owners 
=o yet been paid, he 


“Both the government 
and the people are 


seve ‘hampered by this 
situat.on’’, he said, 
adding: ‘Il cannot 


overst ress the importance 
of being able to solve the 
sugar Jands problem."’ 

Dr Simmonds said the 
lands took in whole 
villages, whose residents 
were unable to get title for 
their property and those 

wanted to borrow 
money from the bank to 
make additions to or 
improve their homes 
could not produce the 
collateral represented by 
title of ownership. 

He added that hun- 
dreds of people were being 
so affected, including a 
new type of farmer 
government was keen to 
develop who could work 
the land all year round. 
They could not get titles 
and the situation was in 
limbe. 

Dr Simmonds said the 
government was trying to 
secure ected markets 
for | sugar and reduce 
the escalating cost of 
production. 


He noted that a 
booker’s report on 
NACO's finances 
published two years ago, 


had, on the basis of the 
spi escalating of 
debt liability, predicjed 
that it would be more 
than $40 million by the 
end of December 1981. 


But this year, he said, it 
has just reached $3 
million. 

Dr Simmonds said his 
government had taken 
the measure of the 
problems of the industry 

was now pushing 
through its strategy for 
solving them . 
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GOVERN? 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD CUARDIAN in English 12 Aug 83 


[Text] 
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NT WARNS CIVIL SERVANTS ON ABSENTEEISM 


BASSETERRE, Thurs., (Cana): 


THE St. Kitts-Nevis Govern- 
ment, in an apparent move to 
crackdown on absenteeism in the 
civil service, says it will not ac- 
cept medical certificates for 
more than 14 days at any one 
time, except for surgical pur- 
poses. 


According to the opposition-linked 
“Labour Spokesman’’ newspaper, the 
warning was contained in a circular signed 
by Chief Medical Officer F.M. Lloyd which 
was sent to all doctors. 

The circular said: ‘‘The establishment 
division has expressed concern over the 
frequency with which medical certificates 
are submitted and the lengthy periods 
—— by the doctors who issue 
them. 

“The Public Service Commission has 
requested that I advise ail medical! 
officer, that except for surgical purposes, 
medical certificates would not be 
accepted for any period in excess of 
fourteen days at any one time.” 

The ‘‘Labour spekeomen” described the 
document as ‘‘disgraceful and offensive,” 
adding that tt represented ‘‘a cheap and 
nasty attack by the Premier Dr. Kennedy 
Simmonds Government on the 
professional integrity and judgment of 
the doctors .”’ 

“It is a gross interference in the ethics, 
tradition and independence of the medical 
profession,’ the newspaper said. 

The ‘‘Labour Spokesman’’ said its 
enquiries revealed that the government 
did not consult with the doctors or with 
the local medical association before the 
circular appeared. 

“It is reported that most of the doctors 
in St. Kitts were shocked by the circular 
and fee] insulted by its contents,’ the 
ay added. 

t said what the circular meant was 
that the Simmonds government wants 
the doctors to cut down on the number of 
medica! certificates issued to civil ser- 
vants and non-establishment workers 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


ANALYSIS OF FACTOKS INVOLVED Ili ASSEMBLY BY-ELECTION 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUAPRDIAT! 


{ 
} 
t 


Text] 


in English 14 Aug 33 p 2 


THE forthcoming by-election for the Central Leeward seat in the St. Vincent and Grenadines House of 
Assembly, mae necessary by the death of St. Vincent Labour Party (SVLP) incumbent, Arthur Woods, is 
viewed as a sort of barometer for the general elections due in less than two years.~ 

Registration of voters and the formalities associated with an election seem to be progressing well with 
citizens showing a lively interest in making sure that their names are on the voters’ list. The question of 
the number of candidates who will face the polls remains a bit of an enigma. 

It would appear that Ralph Gonsalves’s Movement for National Unity (MNU), while campaigning 
against the ruling Labour Party, will not be fielding a candidate on its own. The MNU will not su any 
candidate put up by a peed yd It is still seeking a unified approach by the Opposition, and will throw its 

te i 


weight behind a “‘unity’’ can 
The United People’s Movement (UPM) of 
Renwrick Rose and Oscar Allen would appear to 
be willing to support the candidate of Son Mitch- 
ell’s New Democratic Party which, according to 
‘Justice’, (the UPM organ), “has taken some 
commendable initiatives.”’ ‘‘Justice’’ has statéd 
‘‘The UPM in discussions with the NDP, is leading 
the way in answer to the united stand of our 
le."’ Also, top NDP officials are reported to 
ve met Dr. (Gideon Cordice and other top brass 
of the St. Vincent and the Grenadines National 
Movement (SNM) in talks on unity. However the 
outcome is a carefully guarded secret at the 
moment.. 
Rumour says that unless some accord is 
reached between Cordice and Mitchell at least 
three candidates will face the polls in the by- 
election : Labour's Valcina Ash(currently a Gov- 
ernment Senator), NDP’s Herbert Young and 
SNM’s Eggie Richards. The consensus seems to be 
that even only a two-way split in the Opposition 
vote will hand Mrs. Ash and Labour victory. 


VIABLE ALTERNATIVE 


Perhaps this is just what is needed to bring 
the NDP and the SNM together. I feel strongly 
that if either the UPM or the MNU was brought 
into the ‘‘union’’ it would provide Labour with 
the votes of those who fear communism, just as 
many believe it did in 1979. - 

An expatriate told me recently that he felt 
certain that the party who could ‘persuade 
people on the whole’’ to vote would win the 
elections. He seems to have a wide range and 
large number of local friends and acquaintances, 
the majority of whom have declared that they 
have ‘no intention of voting.’’ 

I have heard that remark too. The reasons 

iven are that ‘‘all of them (the politicians) are 

same thing;"’ ‘‘the Opposition has produced 6 


viable alternative to Labour,”’ ‘‘with such a 


f one were to emerge. 


divided Opposition the return of the labour Party 
is a Certainty, so why bother.” 

Someone remarked a few days ago, ‘‘Itisreally 
strange, everyone wants Labour out but in spite 
of that it will win.”’ 

It might be asked why, under these circum- 
stances, am | against total opposition unity? I 
think I can explain. First, I do not regard the left 
vote as such as a threat. Second, right or wrong, I 
honestly believe that electoral iliation with 
the left-wing pees destroys faith in demo- 
cratic intent. I believe that the 1979 elections 
more than justify these two conclusions. In any 
case, St. Vincent and the Grenadines is typical of 
English-speaking Caribbean countries when it 
comes to support by voters for candidates who 
have acquired a ‘“‘communist”’ image. 

The only truly left-wing Caricom governments 
are Maurice Bishop’s in Grenada — and the ballot 
was not its mode of entry into power — and 


Forbes Burnham’s in Guyana. And, crangely it 
was American and British certainty that edd 
Jagan was the communist threat that set the 
scene for Burnham’s original victory at the polls, 

As things stand, the multiplicity of parties 
that have mushroomed in St. Vincent over the 
past ten years, have produced the sort of division 
in the electpeate that has a negative effect on 
the possibility of a truly popular party with a real 
national majority emergening 

There is little or no justif. «tion for the fear 
that either the UPM or the MNU will form the 
next Government of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. 

The real problem arises from the fact that 
alth the confidence in the ruling Labour 
Party has dwindled drastically, the opposition is 
too splintered to present a solid alternative to 
the hard-core loyalists whose faith in Milton Cato 
is unshakable, much as that bandof devotees 
might have reduced. 
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UNWANTED REGIME 


Consequently, the chance of a nationally ua- 
popular government remaining in power after the 
next general “re is very real. It certainly 
cannot be a good o have —_ long years of 
et wep eee os ad dnrese, anase a oy 

Cc ernment, stretching ore a people 
sucha ftuation arises half-way through a term it 
is bad enough. But it borders on the unhealthy for 
a democratically oriented nation to remain under 
the domination of an unwanted regime for such a 
long period as five years. 


The coming by-election in Central Leeward is 


.extremely important. The results should be as 


important in influen the “strategy” of the 
opposition les and approach of the elec- 
torate to the general elections as it is to the 
immediate Constitution of the House of Assem- 
bly A defeat for Labour would almost remove the 

present Government’s two-thirds majority and 
the right to change the Constitution at will: 


196 














COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PAPER URGES GOVERNMENT PROBE OF KOREAN CONTRACT CIRCUMSTANCES 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 21 Aug 83 p 6 


[Editorial] 


Tex WE are sounding a call today to the Prime 
sai Minister to request that a public Commission of 
Enquiry be established into the Korean contract 


te. 
e have called the Minister of for 
» tn aoe ab oe ee oe 
document to the e. He has not done so. 
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construction industry has raised 

sie Gppeamiiin t tim aeatd af en Calne. Yen 

ae ucanal ts ian oF te are not a 
cient answer to dispose highly question- 

able decision to award a contract that will, among 

other things, drain our national foreign 

If local contractors have failed the 








t is t no contractors would have 
been able to undertake the simultaneous con- 
struction of the dwelling units at five locations 
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ressed doubts to the Minister that they can 
ish the contract by deadline. 
Lanse See SO CS Sm secede & Se 
original idea. It was floa 


Baha ot caf grt Ro a 
not only to p 
contracts ether but recanted on its earlier 
ery Korean contractors. 

t is a highly questionable situation. 

In answer to criticism that the contract would 
take bread from the local building trade workers, 


the Minister and other People’s National 
ment esmen have been at pains to 


é 
ta 

5 

e 

: 
TRE 
B8 
aff 
apts 


2 
g 


: the 
Ys alleged, contains blanket permission 
the entry of hundreds of Koreans and their trans- 
port costs may be for our account in addition to 
the $278 million price for the project, 
inister, cannot be varied 


We have no way of knowing at this which 
(if any) of the numerous disquieting. allegations 


are true. For this verv reason we urge the 





Minister to clear the air with a public inquiry. 
m Re Soe CSS Se » catered 
t 1s 


the 

—_ ae ie we a atmo- 
sphere surrounding ernment " 
and palpable public distrust of the influences that 
— quesitons involving public 
The scandal of the Caroni Racing Complex, is 
another lesson we continue to ' full 
story is yet to be told. And who the Govern 


ment are responsible or 2° countable for 
funds wasted or stolen or side-tracked or 
t 


We are not lovers of Commissions of but 
they are the only forum open for with 
matters such as Government making and 
the handling of public funds in 


es ee Se ee at 

ill we find a Minister coming to Partiament 
seeking $100 or $200 million more to finish a 
that was supposed to cost under $300 million? 
would be the last straw. 

The Coron Racing Complex & an enpensive Stain Sas 


2 
d 
aTkE 


often shielded from closer scrutiny by a most system 
accounts. 
Carrying through the Korean contract in the face of open 
blic ioning without any 


sense. 
Don’t sign that contract, Mr. Chambers. 
Let us have an inquiry before 


proceeding further. 
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COCOA FARMERS GET SUBSIDY; COFFEE OUTPUT UNDER STUDY 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in Enplish 21 Aug 83 p 1 


{Text} 
COCOA planters in Trinidad and Toba- 
go receive subsidies from the Govern- 
ment of more than $10.5 million, a 
press release from the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Lands and Food Production 
revealed yesterday. 

“The price obtained from our exports is 
about $2 per pound, while the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago pays to the farmer 
$4.34 per pound, the release said, adding: “At 
the moment we are producing 4.5 million 


pounds. 

These figures were produced at a meeting on Friday 
between officials of the Cocoa and Coffee Industry Board 
of Trinidad and Tobago and Ministry officials led by 
Minister Kamaluddin Mohammed. 


Noting that the “price 
of cocoa was heavily subsi- 
dized, the release said it 
was “decided to wait and 
watch to see international 
market trends, and contin- 
ue the prograrame of cocoa 
rehabilitation pending fur- 
ther review 

At the meeting, which 
was called to discuss the 
state of the cocoa and 
coffee industries, ‘several 
urgent matters, including 
the question of early pay- 
ment to farmer for cocoa 
and coffee beans were 
talked about.” 





DELAY 


Government's inten- 
tion, it is clear, was to 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


As a result, the Cocoa 
and Coffee Board has been 
asked to investigate the 
reasons for the sbort-fall 


Dr Patrick Alleyne 
manent secretary; ~—q 4 ET. L. 
= chief _—— offi- 


Mr Rampersad 
head of the Plana Unit; 

and ‘Syl Lowine, 6 of the 
Project Unit. 

Among thse rep- 
resenting the Cocoa and 


Coffee were E. J. 
Hamilton, chairman, and 
Mr F. Agostini. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FEDCHEM TO CLOSE 3 PLANTS; FATE OF WORKERS DISCUSSED 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD CUARDIAN in English 19 Aug @3 p 1 


[Text | 


FEDERATION Chemicals Limited has shut down 
three of its plants at Point Lisas. 


A senior official of the com 
fertiliser plants were likely to 


y said the shutdown of the 
permanent due to a lack of 


supply of sulphur. 
The sulphuric acid, ammonia sulphate and urea were med to 
a a taken ier, the official 


The company is to decide on the retrenchment of 64 employees, monthly and 


hourly-paid. 
Last June 1S, it said it was 


to shut down its three plants because of 


the market situation resulting in retrenchment of the 64 employees. 
ie ne See See, See Se See Sean se © Oe tae 


regarding retrenchment andit 


It is hinted that the employees may be retrenched een August 31 and 


September 15. 


ont Geer in labour circles in the South are, ‘“‘Can Government or the 
Workers Trade Union (OWTU), bargaining body for the hourly-rated, 
weekly-paid employees, influence the company to stay its hand on the retrench- 
ment?” 


Fedchem has blamed the loss of traditional markets for its products for the 


action it has taken. 

The company said recently that it 
had been operating the piants at 
well below capacity and at con- 
siderable loss for almost two years 
because of the loss of traditional 
markets for fertilisers, and fierce 
price competition from foreign 
manufacturers 

Fedchem said it cannot foresee a 
change in the market situation and 
can no longer continue to operate 
its plants at a loss. 

e company made this state- 
ment on June 15 which still 
stands good today, the company 
official said. 

But he added that the shutdown 
will not affect the ammonia, hydro 
gen or total recycied urea plant nor 
the Tringen ammonia plant which is 
a 51/49 per cent joint venture be- 
tween government and W.R. Grace 
and Compaay. 





Apart from probiems with foreign 
markets, the company is also faced 
with drastic cuts on local orders 
7 a , 

n 1 Fedchem supplied about 
11,500 tonnes of ammonia to State- 
owned Caroni Trinidad (1975) 
Limited and last year supplied it 
with about 12,500 tonnes when it 
normally delivers about 20,000 to 
25,000 tonnes. 

: Li. J sag on gy 9 peut the 
Jamai et and t u 
market 1° Yawe disappearing, "said 
the official. 

Kedchem employs about 400 
hourly-rated, weekly-pard 
employees and 156 monthly-paid. 

It said yesterday that Minister of 
Labour Errol Mahabir and Energy 
Minister Patrick Manning had been 
informed of the situation. 








(editor's Note: On 20 August, page 1, the TRINIDAD GUARDIAN carries the fol- 
lowing, follow-up report on Fedchem's plans and the fate of the workers at the 


three plants slated for closure. ] 


FEDERATION Chemicals agreed 
yesterday to stay its hand on the 
retrenchment of employees 
affected by the closure of three of 
its plants at Point Lisas. 

ut there is a condition to that 

eement. 

r. Fred Hildebrandt, president 
of the company, ag to the 
suggestion by Labour Minister 
Errol Mahabir of no retrenchment 
30 long as the current negotiations 
on a new wage agreement for Fed- 
chem omaees remain in the 
Minist Labour for conciliation. 

Fed is currently locked in 
wage talks on a new three-year 
agreement with the Oilfields 

orkers Trade Union (OWTUV). 

Mr. Mahabir, who met yesterday 
with Mr. Hildebrandt on the 
current situation at the rope ay in 
the light of its decision to close the 
three plants, has fixed August 26 as 
the date on which he will preside at 
a meeting of both the company and 


the union. 

The company decided to close 
three of its plants due to the lack of 
—— supply. 

edchem's sulphate plant was 
shut down as a result of which there 
was no sulphur available to produce 
sulphuric acid which is a raw mate- 
iai for the production of ammonia 
sulphate. 
r. Mahabir said he was advised 
by the Fedchem president that Tex- 
aco has now delivered some sulphur. 





As a result, Fedchem intended to 


start its acid plant to acid 
to its customers, which 9 A Fer- 
trin, the Iron and Steel Company 
(ISCOTT), and the Electricity 
Commission (T&TEC), for the use of 
water treatme.it. 

After this latest supply of sulphur 
runs out, the plant will be shut 
down permanently. 


REDEPLOYMENT 


Originally, 77 workers — salaried 
and hourly-paid — were affected. 
Fedchem has already absorbed 13 
rators into its own operations. 
elve of the remaining 64 have 
been absorbed by the urea plant. 
Of the remaining 52 workers, 16 of 
them are salaried employees involv- 


_ ed mainly in the product handlin 


section. The other 
employees. 

At yesterday's talks, Mr. 
Mahabir requested Mr. Hildebrandt 
to continue efforts to have the 
affected workers re-deployed, and 
to examine the question of re- 
training, especially in respect of the 
maintenance workers. 


are hourly pai 
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STATISTICAL REPORT NOTES RISE IN PETROCHEMICAL OUTPUT 
Port-of-Spain TRINiDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Aug 8&3 p 16 

INCREASED uction of ammonia, urea and sulphate 
[Text ] it | , , 


(C30) of the Ministry of Finance and Planning 
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According to the CSO bulletin, 
the increase in petrochemical out- 
put was 111.1 per cent and con- 
tributed to an increase of 11.4 per 
cent in the all-industry index of 
domestic production for the first 
and second quarters of last year. 

The index excluded the oil and 
sugar industries. 

ther significant increases were 
noted in furniture and mattresses 
63.6 per cent, resulting from upward 
movements in the output beds 
and living room sets; motor vehi- 
cles, 45.2 per cent and dairy pro- 
ducts,37.3 per cent, attribu:able to 
an increase in the output of con- 
densed milk. 

The bulletin said that these in- 
creases offset decreases in mis- 
cellaneous manufacturing indus- 
tries, 22.1 per cent; footwear, 20.7 
per cent and meta! containers, 17.2 
per cent. 

Including oil and sugar, the all- 
industry level output recorded an 


increase ot 7.9 per cent during the 
period under review. 

While oil refining increased by 3.9 
per cent, sugar declined by W.3 per 
cent 


Besides production, increases 
were also observed in industrial 
oe in L Se. mans ge 
which 5 an overall increase 
13.3 per cent excluding the oil and 


~ sugar industries. 


ubstantial increases were also 
noted in petrochemicals, 70.3 
cent; furniture/ mattresses, 59.5 
per cent; non-alcoholic beverages, 
45.7 per cent; cement, 44.0 per cent 
and concrete products 41.0 per cent. 
According to the CSO, relatively 
large downward movements were 
observed in the following industries: 
Textile and ponanggres Dy 9 per = 
rinters, 168 per cent; pa ‘er 
verters 147 per cent and mis 
cellaneous manufacturing indus- 
tries, 14.3 per cent. 
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SOLACO'S POBLINSON COi}RILNTS ON RELATIONS WITH TRIUIDAD 
Vater Crisis !i:up 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD CUARDIA in Unplis’, 12 Aug 33 p 14 

[Text] Searborouph: Mr. A. i. R. Robinson, Chairnan of the Tobavo louse of 
fssenbly, vas furlous over an aborted meeting between officials of the later 
an Severave Authority and tiie Assembly to discuss the water crisis in Tobavzo. 


the meeting was sciieduled for 10 a.m. on ednesday morning and up to 2 p.m. 
no one turned up fron WASA in Port of Spain for the meeting. 

"T an very angry about this matter," declared Vir. Pobinson, ‘Vere 1 am waite 
ing all day for this meeting and no one has cone from Trinidad. And vet they 
want to control everything from Trinidad," he said. 


Assemblyman llochoy Charles, Secretary for Works at the Assembly, later ex- 
plained that someone had called from WASA in Tobago to say that Mr. F. Romain, 
WASA's Chief Engineer, Operations and Maintenance in Trinidad, could not ret 

a flight to Tobago for the meeting. 


‘Can you imagine that?" asked Mr. Charles ‘We plan an important meeting to 
discuss the question of a serious water crisis in the island and at the last 
moment we are told that the official could not get a flight to come to Tobazro. 
This is nothing short of contempt.” 


The water crisis, which for the past three weeks has affected all the biz 
hotel. along the south western coast of the island, was the subject of several 
protest meetings by the hoteliers. 





The hotels have compalined that with heavy bookings during the holiday month 
of Aupust, their business was seriously affected. 





Some hotels have vone without water for several days at a time. As a result 
guests checked out. 


The meeting with Mr. Pomain yesterday was called by the Assembly to discuss 
ways to overcome the problen. 
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But while Mr. Romain could not get a flight to Tobago, another senior WASA 
official Acting Project Manager in Tobago Mr. A. St. George held a meetings, 


at midday with Mr. Charles. 


That meeting discussed the 1984 programme for the development of water re- 


sources in Tobago. 





Resistance to Separation 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 22 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text ] 
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TOBAGO House of Assembly Chairman 
A.N_R. Robinson told a political meeting 
at Chaguanas he had resisted the 
separation of Tobago from Trinidad 
over the last years. 

“Do you know how many times I 
could have lost my temper and could 
have gone to the people, and I think with 


the support of the people of Tobago, for 


the separation from Trinidad?” Mr 
Robinson asked. 

But, the former Deputy Prime 
Minister said separation had never been 
“my politics’ adding he had always 
stood for the unity of the people of the 
Caribbean “let alone Trinidad and 
Tobago."’ Saying that the opposition had 
chosen the democratic way of change. 
Mr Robinson said the people of Tobago 
wanted unity based on equality. 

Referring to the recent Organisation 
for National Reconstruction/Alliance 
victories in tie recent Local 
Government Election, Mr Robinson said: 





“Change has developed in such a 
manner that it cannot be destroyed by 
the People’s National Movement. It is 
only if the members in opposition to the 
PNM make the most horrendous mistake 
that the PNM can ever get back, in 
terms of popular .support in this 
country.” 

He said the ruling party only had 
support in “little” eekets over the 
country’, adding that the opposition 
controlled the more productive areas in 
the country. Mr Robinson charged that 
the Government had failed to hand over 
power to the Assembly after the 1980 
elections. 

‘While they are talking democracy in 
the United Nations and all over the 
world, the moment they lost the election, 
the PNM abandoned the law in Tobago, 
* he added. 

Said Mr Robinson: ‘‘They did not see 
it fit to hand over a single chair, office 
or pencil. 
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FOLLOW-UP TO MUSLIM BLAST: FOREIGN TIE, CALL FOR PROB. 
Charge of Foreign Involvement 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 15 Aug 8&3 ppl, 4 





[Article by Davan Maharaj ] 


[Text ] 
LEADERS of the 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman 
Isha‘at-i — ae) 
peer the . 
mbing of Fn ea, 
convention to _ militant 
Islamic groups with 
international con- 
nections. 

The leaders quoted 
several references and 
examples to back their 
suspicions as a high - 
powered team of Nationai 
Security officials con- 
tinued their investigation 
into the blast which 
injure 14 people on 
Friday night at the 
convention's opening 
session at the Marabella 
Senior Comprehensive 
School. 


In an interview with 
the EXPRESS yesterday, 
Ahmadiyya local 
religious head and 
missionary Maulana 
Mustapha Kemal 
Mohammed said he 


believed ‘‘certain 
elements with militant 
tendencies'’' were 
responsible for *the 
bombing. 

However, a last 
Friday's inci the 


‘Muslim organisation 
yesterday continued its 
convention at the 
Gasparillo Mosque, less 
than one mile away from 
the bombing 

scene. Yesterday's 
session which was at- 
tended by delegates from 








Pakistan, England, 
Indonesia, Kashmir, 
Guyana, Suriname, 
Canada Spain and the 
United States was held 
under tight securit 
provided by bot 
unifor and 


Recalling Frida 
incident, Maulana Hy ys 
said some Ahmadiyya 
members had seen two 
men clad in traditional 
Muslim dress “‘in- 
terfering’’ with the 
lighting system. He said 
it was leter discovered 
that the stage lights were 
not 
working. ‘Apparently 
they thought that we 
would bring the delegates 
closer to the stage under 
which the bombs were 
placed. But we didn't 
‘uo said. Three bombs 
ex ploded injuring 14 
delegates. 
The religious leader said 
he h & chance to 
witness the fourth bomb, 
which did not explode, 
adding that it was an 


“expert Hy “a 


cannot see ca 
muslim hosien "t t ex- 
—— unless he had 

speciall 
trained. The _  fourt 
bomb was the one 


* designed to kill.” 


The bomb was defused 
oy five officials. 

Asked what he felt was 

ble for the 


205 


bombings Maulana Hycal 
by has travelled to over 

countries in 
his mic journeys, 


_teferted to * several 


a He produced a 
of an open letter to 
the Presiden resident Ellis Clarke 
whlch he had placed in a 
daily newspaper in 
September 14, 1977. after 
the late Prime Minister 
Dr Eric Williams had 
decided to open an Arab 
conference in 
Trinidad. In the ad- 
vertisements Maulana 
Hydal had warned that 
the Muslim affiliates to 
the MWL were trying to 
destroy other religions by 
their condemnation of 
missionaries from other 
religions and groups like 
Rotary, Lions, Cross 
and Free Masonry. 
Maulana H ydal 
said: “We believe in 
trying to promote non- 
violence and have done 
so with inter-faith ser- 
vices with other chur- 
ches. It is now that! am 
seeing that this call for 


in a running conflict with 














the Trinidad —— 
— over @ piece oO 


at F where 
the hunedicee 


Headquarters are 
located. “But we refuse 
to believe that this is an 
official position of the 
organisations just as we 
doubt it is an attack by 
Hindus or Christian- 
s. What wedo believe is 
that it is a move by 
certain militant Muslim 
elements. What we 
cannot say is who is 
financing them." he said 


CHICAGO 


The Ahmadiyya 
religious leader however 
coctagee that an 

madiyya mosque in 
Chicago was bombed last 
week. He also supplied 
National 
with the name of a former 


ns 
with Libya.’’ The 
Missionary, according to 
Maulana Hydal, spent 
one year as his guest in 
Trinidad but broke from 
the Ahmadiyya movement 
“and began to publish 
books and literature 
against me and the 
church.” 

While National 
Security officials are 
investigating the bombing 
incident, the organisation 
has decided to continue 
the convention which is 
scheduled to end on 
Saturday. Maulana 
Hydal said steps were 
taken to protect the 40- 
odd foreigners who were 
in the country for the 
convention. 

Checks revelaed that 
no one was held for the 
bombing up to late 


vesterday. 


Assassination Allegation 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text } 


THREE exploding bombs which sent 14 peo le to 
er 


the hospital were meant to wipe out the lea 


ship of 


the uman Ahmadiyya Isha’at-I-Islam Inc., secre- 
tary Iqbal Hydal said yesterday. 
Mr. Hydal has called on Muslim groups to condemn the action 


by the terrorists which disrupt 


the opening of the Ninth 


International Ahmadiyya Convention at Marabella Senior 
Comprehensive School on Friday night. 


The convention ends on Saturda 
and Police Commissioner Randolph 
Burroughs said that full protection 
will be given till the end of the 
meeting. 

No one has claimed responsibility 
for the bombing and Mr. Burroughs 
said that investigators are trying 
to determine whether the incident 
had local roots or imported 
barbarism."’ 

Mr. Hydal, of the Ahmadis Uquire 
Road mosque in Freeport, said they 
were taking every precaution ‘‘to 
ensure that such acts of violence do 
not recur to affect the continuation 
of the convention’’ and has sought 
the assistance of the Ministry of 
National Security. 


UNDER DISPUTE 


“In an effort to further protect 
our members, friends and guests 
from abroad, the group is calling on 


the leaders of Muslim organisations 
in the country to condemn such 
terrorist activities’’ against its 
members. 

The Ahmadis strongly suspect 
that the ‘atrocity was an at- 
tempted assassination of the reli- 
gious leaders of the organisation.” 

The secretary said that the mos- 
ue where the headquarters of the 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman is located is 
under dispute with the Trinidad 
Muslim e Inc. The matter is 
now before court. be: § 

He said that ‘“‘other Muslim or- 
ganisations in the country have 
been instrumental through their 
Arab connections in preventing 
members of the local group from 

rforming pilgrimage to Mecca’”’ in 

audi-Arabia. . 

Secretary Hydal said that 
members wish to thank Reverend 


Harold Sitahal, moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church, and Professor 
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B. Battacharya for personal 
assistance given to the injured at 
the Marabella Senior Comprehen- 
sive School. 

Fourteen people, including three 
visitors from Britain and two 
Guyanese, were injured when the 
three bombs exploded under a stage 
in the school’s auditorium around 
8.30 p.m. last Friday, about haif an 
hour after the meeting started. 

The meeting was attended by 
delegates from Guyana, United 
States, Canada, Britain and 
indonesia. On the opening night 
more than 500 people were present. 

There are an estimated 200,000 
Muslims in Trinidad and Tobago 
holding membership in about seven 
pone of which the Anjuman 
unnat ul Jamaat is the largest, 
followed bd the Trinidad Muslim 
oy AO Ahmadiyya Anjuman and 
the Islamic Missionaries Guild. 

Muslim observers believe the 
bombing is part of the struggle for 
Middle East oil dollars. It was 
reported that Libya is courting the 
Ahmadiyya movement and other 
Muslim groups in Trinidad. Colonel 
Muammar Gadaffi of Libya is to 
spend US $5 million to spread Islam 





- the republic of Trinidad and To- 


ago 

audi Arabia, however, over the 
past decade has poured miilions of 
doliars through ASJA and the TML 
to upkerp is'uim) 


A few months ago, a top Muslim in 
the Government spenkcng at the 
opening of a mosgue in Rio Claro, 
said Muslims should not take money 
from socialist countries to spread 
the religion here 

The Ahmadiyya movement was 
founded in Pakistan and followers 
have been barred from practising 
their religion in Middle East Islamic 
countries. 

Recently top Muslims from Iran 
and E based in Caracas held 
talks with the various Islamic 
groups in Trinidad. 

The visitors met Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands and Food Pro- 
duction, Mr. Kamaluddin Moham- 
med, and President of the Senate, 
Dr. Wahid Ali. 

At the moment the ASJA is 
deeply divided by a rift and a 
caretaker committee has been ap- 
pointed to look after the organisa- 
tion’s affairs. 


executive of the TML was 


unavailable for comment yesterday. 


sjomb Fragments Analysis 


POLICE have sent parts of a de- 
fused bomb and fragments from 
debris picked up after the Marabella 
explosion to the Government Chem- 
ist for analysis, Commissioner of 
Police, Mr Randolph Burroughs, said 
yesterday. 


He believed that the bombs were 
made locally and felt that informa- 
tion on aking such explosive de- 
vices could have been found in books 
smuggled into the countrv. 


“From time to time Customs and 
Polic nave seized a number of books 
giving details on how to make such 
weapons for destruction” he said. 


Commissioner Burroughs deplored 
the incident which he termed ‘‘an 
act of terrorism against a deeply 
religious group whose convention 


theme is ‘‘Mankind is a single com- 
munity.’’- 

Investigators are ‘‘trying to de- 
termine whether the incident has 
its roots in imported barbarism or a 
local edge.”’ 

He has expressed his ae 
with the injured and wished them a 
speedy recovery. No individual or 
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roup has taken responsibility for 
the bombings, he said. Investiga- 
tions are continuing. 

Mr Burroughs said police protec- 
tion will be given for the rest of the 
conference which ends on Saturday. 


EXCURSION 


Last night the Ninth Iinter- 
national Ahmadiyya Convention 
continued with a two-hour inter- 
religious service at the Susamachar 
Presbyterian Church, San Fer- 
nando. Today, at 9 a.m., partici- 
pants will go on an excursion to Las 
Cuevas. 

Tomorrow the business session for 
executives from local and foreign 
jamaats will take place from 9 a.m. 
at the Gasparillo Mosque Hall. At 6 
p.m. there will be dinner for partici- 
pants at Carapichaima Senior Com- 
prehensive School hosted by the 
Ahmadiyya Women’s Group. 

The week-long programme ends 
with a banquet on Saturday at the 
Carapichaima Senior Comprehen- 
sive School Auditorium. 

















Peport on Suspects 
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TWO men dressed in 
traditional Muslim garb 
have emerged as key 
figures in the in- 
vestigations into the 
bombing of the ninth 
International Ahmadiyya 
Convention, at Marabella 
Senior Comprehensive 
School, South Trinidad 
last Friday. 

Well placed sources 
told the EXPRESS the two 
men had so far been the 
key suspects behind the 
planting of the bombs. 

It was learnt that the 
two men were able to 
pass the Maintenancy, 
Training and Security 
(MTS) officer attached to 
the school without being 
stopped. 

A source said that the 
security men believed the 
two men were connected 
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with the ceremony which 
was to be opened later 
that night. Fourteen 
people were injured 
when three bombs ex- 
ploded under the stage. A 
fourth bomb was found 
and detonated by fire 
officers. 

According to an 
Ahmadiyya spokesman 
the men were seen 
carrying separate bags. 
One was reported to be of 
African decent while the 
other, who was “fair 
skinned” dic not do any 
talking. 

When they came in, the 
children were rehear- 
sing a play. They spoke to 
some of the children. 
After the children left, 
the two, men stayed 
behind. The MTS guards 
did not get suspicious, 
because they felt the men 


were connected with the 
convention’’, the 
spokesman said. 

The b which were 
set up in the front portion 
of the stage were made 
from torchlight batteries, 
clocks two 12-inch pieces 


of pipes (2 inch diameter) 
and an inflammable 
liquid. 


However, police and 
fire authorities told the 
EXPRESS yesterday they 
could give no details of 
the bombs, adding that 


hands of the Government 
chemist » 

According to the 
Ahmadiyya spokesman 
the placement of the 
bombs in the front section 
cf the stage were meant 
tt have the convention 
delegates closer to the 


Threat to Ahmadiyya 


THERE is a definite attempt to 


“smash” the Ahmadiyya movement 


throughout the world. -- 
That view was eee yesterday 


by Mr. Mohammed 


leader of 


the 2member delegation from 
Guyana, now attending the Ninth 
International Convention of the 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha’at-i Islam 
(Inc.) Trinidad and Tobago. mA 

The convention opened last Friday 
night at the ~~ ~y Com- 
prehensive School. During openi 
session three time bombs cableded 
under the stage on which were seated 
all the foreign and local delegates. 


Sev 


dates ins 


persons were injured in the 
ay were treated at the 


incident further 


the 
carded to be heid on various 
ide schools in the country 


were called off and other venues found 
to continue the programme which 
ends on Saturday. 

Business session for executive of- 
ficers and representatives of forei 
Jama’ats was held at the Gasparillo 


Mosque Hall 


WwW 
ol 
—s 

— 2 


STILL PUZZLED 


blast. “The lights over 
the stage were not 
f_actioning so they 
thought that we would 
have brought the 
delegates closer’, the 
spokesman said. 
Investigations later 


revealed that two circuit 
breakers were removed 
from the electrical panel 
box, discontinuing the 
current flow to one 
ee and er 
ov stage lights. 

Ahamidayya officials, 
who gone to the 
school around 6.30 pm 
last Friday, later wit- 
nessed the two men 
leaving the site. Southern 
Division police said 
yesterday no one had 
been held for questioning 
in connection with the 
bombing. 


Interviewed before the start of pro- 
ceedings the leader of the Guyana 


delegation, Mr. Kasheed 
satisfied that Friday's 
the work of 


said he was 
bombing was 
certain persons who 


wanted to destroy the movement 


on « ing to nid of 
ies were t 
all the of the lyya 


movement since the 
sitting on the stage.”’ 


leaders were 


He believed thatthe bombs were 
timed to go off while proceedings were 
in progress since at that time every- 
one would be sea 


Mr 
those bombs believed that by 
rid of the leaders they 
tually smash the Ahmadiyya move 
ment world-wide. They did not 
and the work of the movement would 











Call for Official Probe 
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[Text ] THE TRINIDAD Muslim ‘League In- of the world. —_ 
corporated has called for an official Also the incident was 
oo Se Sais « Se See the Islamic Trust of E] Socorro Road in 
iyya Anjuman convention that San Juan. 
pocurred last week Friday ' The Trust sent its sympathies as 
In a release issued by Al Hajj well as to those affected “by this 
Ibrahim, president cowardly and deplorable action’ and 
general of the League, the called upog the relevant authorities 
organisation age ge MA to bring the perpetrators of the crime 
T Gute a = a Trust further called on the rele 
not ing to an on 
i. Te cae af ment on vant authorities to utilise all their 
ex- to stamp out such acts of 


nl 
i 
i 
| 


d 

i 
J 
; 


country 
The also stated that an The Ahmadiyya Anjuman is one of 
enquiry should be conducted with a seven Muslim organisations in the 
minimum of delay. country 
It added that it had absolutely no The others are the Anjuman Sunnat 
crpanieation or comtry or hed re «ta Jamast Association (ASJA), with 
or hoped to receive any financial League, the T; atul Islamic As- 
aid from any source outside of Trinidad sociation, siakar eee of the 
and Tobago. Ahmadiyya Anjuman, the Islamic 
The League also pointed out that it Missionaries Guild of the Caribbean 


: 
f 
i 
i 


Reward Offer 
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A MUSLIM sect is offering a $5,000 Fourteen persons were treated at international meeting will be held in 
infor- ; General i y The 


leading 

me nyt nn riends of the Ahmadiyya, ar, assured the executive that his 

Adhmadiyya Anjuman Isha-at-i- | concerned over the t, have organisation will host the next con- 
Islam said it was posted the $5,000 reward for informa- vention. j 
with the Police on the matter and tion leading to the arrest and convic- Thursday was 
pomned the reward yertertoy._ tion of the persons responsible for the held in Arouca and att by a large 

Three bombs exploded Friday bombings. gathering. 
night ai the opening session of the The , which opened on Fri- 
mnth Ahmadiyya Convention, held at KASHMIR NEXT day, August 12, and has its theme: 
the Marabella Senior Comprehensive r. ind is a community” will 
School. Meanwhile it was decided on end tonight with a 
Thursday night that the next 


CSO: 3296/5934 




















COUNTRY SECTION 


ELECTION AFTERMATH: 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


STRENGTHENING ALLIANCE ,ONR LINKS 


Tapia House Position 
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THE TAPIA House Movement, one of the three parties the 
National Alliance, has warned that it is important neither to over estimate the 
ignificance of the election results nor to underestimate the the 


ioe which lies ahead for the parties. 

_Making the statement was Alan 
Harris, a member of the Tapia Man- 
agement Committee, at a news con- 
ference held at Tapia’s Duke Street 
ne yesterda y. Fag to 
the party’s impression mean- 
ing of Monday’s election results. 

r. Harris said that in 1983 the 
people have given their first nod of 
a vo to the developments of the 

lance parties over the years, and 
that Tapia shares in the widespread 
feeling of satisfaction. _ 

The or he said, had con- 
solida ts posiiion in areas it had 
traditionally controlled while hav- 
ing breached the ruling party’s 
stronghoids. at 

But, he said, the most important 
question the Opposition should ask 
ao now was whether it possessed 
the resources necessary to secure 
the confidence and, therefore, the 
majority of the votes of the elec- 
torate. 

Me poorte be Ae be satisfied 
wi astily coupled amalgamation 
parties,’’ he said. 


Seemingly trying to temper the 
present euphoria of the 
AllianceONR accommodation, Mr. 


Harris said that Monday’s support 
was encouraging but by no means 
conclusive. 

He said it now remained for the 
parties to do the most thorough, 
soul-searching examinations,” not- 
ing that they now have a ‘profound 
responsibility’ to the people. 

‘Now that the morale has been 
boosted and energy restored, we 
cannot fail to multiply our efforts,’’ 
he said. ‘‘The extension and d - 
ing of the current alliance a 
matter of deepest urgency and of 
the highest national significance.’ 

S ing on the accommodation 
meeting of Wednesday night, Oppo- 
sition (Tapia) Senator Lincoln 


Myers said that “free and frank 
discussi 


ions’’ were held but there 
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making up 
itude 


R 


have to be worked out. He said that 
was some bit disagree- 


Surujattan Ramba and Mervyn 
Assam were tipped to become 
Chairman of the St. Patrick and St. 
George East County Councils. 
According to the members, that 


tter was still under 
and therelere 0 had been 
made, since while the ONR made a 


Coun 

East were ene Bay | 
ac ampersad, 

ae. “andrew 0’ eil for Trin- 


Robert Maxwell, who a the 
seat ; > 


e 
The three men promised to 
address themselves to the im- 


Central Gov en not release 
AY -ty-y ¥ else cai 
case " 
that all do their best t 


In St. 
AllianceO 


George East the 
accommodation 














Panday on Peaceful Change 
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THE DEFEAT of the 
People’s National Movement 
(PNM) in the local govern- 
ment elections last Monday 
has given the country hope 
for change’ without 
bloodshed, according to 
Opposition Leader Basdeo 
Panday. 


Mr. Panday said that the political 
accommodation between the 
National Alliance and the 
Organisation for National Recon- 
struction (ONR) prevented a vio- 
lent revolution in this country. 

The youths in the country were 

' to believe that the elec- 
toral process was not the answer to 
their problems. But the accommo- 
dation ‘‘has hoy the youths in 
Trinidad new hope and a chance to 
upiift the country.”’ 

Speaking at Woodford Square, 
Port-of-Spain, on Thursday night at 
a victory meeting of the ONR, Mr. 
Panday said the elections proved 
that the PNM could fool some of the 
people all the time; or fool ail the 
people sometimes, but they could 
not fool all the people all the time. 

The Opposition leader asked thie 
8,000-strong crowd: ‘‘Where does 


the political accommodation go 
from there? In three years time 
from now, we will be on the witness 
stand where we will be ju ha 

He said the accommodation would 
be under the glare and agi | of 
the public and the parties would do 
everything in their power to ensure 
that the accommodation 
succeeded. : 

Mr. Panday told the crowd that in 
any marriage, there were 
differences. ‘‘In political 
organisations, there are also 
differences. 


But do not despair because 
we have our differences. What 
breaks the organisation is when it 
cannot find answers to the 
problems.” ; 

The ogee Leader said the 
“bed tak the PNM was pushing 
would produce a child that would k 
them. 


He said the local government elec- 
tions indicated that the majority of 
the electorate stood for national 
unity rather than national division. 
The elections proved that the 
country wanted change in a@ most 
significant way ... being able to vote 


on issues. 

Mr. Clive Pantin, First Vice- 
Chairman of the ONR, told the 
crowd that the party felt it had a 
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sacred responsibility to the 91,000 
people who voted for the ONK in 


_He said that the ONR refused to 
lie down and die but it was not easy 
to keep a public panty afloat. ‘You 
are the ones to keep us going. We 
know with your support we would 
assemble here again in our 


SOLIDARITY PLEA 


Mr. Pantin referred to last Mon- 
day as ‘‘Hopeful Monday’’. He called 
on the supporters to show solidarity 
to the 26 ONR candidates who were 
successful in the elections. 

He said while in Arima recently, 
three ths ed him to keep 
the ONR alive use the party 
was the only hope for the youths in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Mr. ot Rambachan, 
a, Political Leader of the 
ONR, said that the resultsof the 
1983 elections showed what would 
ha in 1986. 

e referred to the $278 million 
housing contract awarded to a 
South rean firm and called on 
Housing Minister Wendell Mottley 
and Mr. Canute ae sl Chairman 
of & Nationa! Housing Authority, 
to gn. 

The large crowd supported Mr. 
Rambachan shouting that Mr. 
ee and Mr. Spencer ‘‘must 
go’’. He was convinced that the 
— of leadership in the ONR and 

e Alliance was responsible for the 
astonishing victory over the PNM. 


WRITING ON WALL 


He said that the PNM thought it 
Seam gfe Sava 
t people. He as 
would happen to the lot of unem- 
ployed youths in the country who 
did not know what their future 

would be. ; 
Mr. Kar! Hudson-Phillips 
Political Leader of = Onn, said 
that there was a 
statemanship and personal sacrifice 
of the accommodation leaders 
which was responsible for the PNM’'s 
defeat. 
He said the writing was on the 


Robinson, Chairman of the Tobago 
House of Assembly and the people of 


Tobago. 

He told the crowd that the 
Government had already started to 
fall and called on the electorate to 
support the ONR/ Alliance 
accommodation in the general elec- 
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Advantages of Accommodation 


to elect Mr Suruj Rambachan an 
eee ee 


ing to political sources. 
That direction is to give some 
semblance of to the 


‘‘accommodation’’ and demon- 


Caroni-Central 


33 Pp 16 


accommodation” 
of the St. Petrick 


Government, after the Nouvember 
1981 general elections, would have 
given serious consideration. 

Members of iocal government 
bodies, especially those controlled 
by the PNM had stifled public 
opinion for fear of offending the Gov- 
ernment and the party. 


If the results of last Monday’s 
local government elections are to 
mean an g to local government 
re must be generous re- 
turn of authority. In er to stimu- 
late the action which could ensure 
such rm without too much de 
la is councils 


According to litical sources, 
- is no doubt’ that ONR Politi- 


thing, the Port-of-Spain City Coun- 
cil and the Arima and San Fernando 
Borough Councils, will surely ‘‘come 
alive’’ and depending the 
stra used by the ‘“‘accommoda- 
tion,”’ PNM members in control 
would either have to act in i 
th their consciences what 


humilation of a 
come what may, possibl 
like the bn pam idl who = 
Phillips voted against even 
correction of a badly-spelt word in 
the Land Tenants Amendment Act. 


Government Row 
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THE CENTRAL Government is seeking confrontation 


with 
council at 


Caroni, Councillor Howard Maharaj told the 
election of the chairman on Monday 


Councillor Maharaj, one of three men returned to office, 


said that tmrd 


In his ina 


quarter funds 
development projects have not been relea 
Government 


totall 


$850,000 for 
by the Central 


address, he said $500,000 earmarked for 


work and endorsed by Parliament two 
months ago was also not available to the council 


He asked how could 


the council operate if it had no funds? 


“It is worse now because it will cost a lot to clean u 
mess left by the PNM (which controlled the |ast council ) 
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Mr Maharaj, (Eduwiburgh Chase), viged his fellow 
counciliors to work hard to make the only council coming 
under full control of the Nationai Alliance a model in the 


country. 

Earlier, Councillor Mulchan Seuchand (Water- 
loo / Carapichaima ) was elected unanimously as chairman of 
the couric. 

County § t Moonilal Seemungal Dass, act- 
ing for Administrative Officer Kemc Ramdath 


presided over the elections and placed the chairmanship 
Councillor Seuchand 


chain on 
In his address the Chairnian called on the 14 man-council, 
which includes two aldermen, to monitor work in the county 
Se to the council. He urged workers in the 
u to be more productive to ensure that funds al- 
located would be extended to other jects. 
Alliance MP for Chaguanas, 
the address the 


said there was no room for non-achievers and the 

party would not tolerate poor performance from any one 
elected to the council. 

Senator Sahadeo Basdeo also addressed the council. He 

oe 


Committee and Councillor Vishnu Tikasingh, 
Finance and Gereral Purposes Committee. 

Delegates to the National Association of Local Govern- 
ment ee ae a Alderman Carl Mohammed, Councillors 


to + Pa Safety Committee As Councillor 
— Councillor 


On the Tenders Board Cormmittee — are Alderman Carl 
Mohammed and Councillor Charles Persad. 

Since the Alliance controles the ful] council all members 
are included in the administrative committees. 

The next statutory meeting will be on August at 1.4 
p.m 





OR Objection in San Fernando 
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ONR MEMBERS on the San 
Fernando Borough Council — 


for Mayor, had proven to be a hard 


of moral principle Dr Saith should be 
worker for the PNM and in the 


rejected.’ He said Dr Saith should 


Councillors Mariene Ambrose, have resigned from the National ; man 
Amral Khan and Shah Shair Ali — Energy Corporation before he was yore i ey, = 
are “strongly objecting’ to the elected Alderman on Thursday, more acceptable than Councillor 


election of Aldermen Dr Lenny August 11, not after and ‘‘while we 





Saith as Mayor of San Fernando. 

It was stated yesterday that the 
top brass of the People’s National 
Movement ‘PNM) despite the 
recommendations frorn P! party 
and constituency groups planned to 
direct their nine members on the 12- 
member council to vote Dr Saith as 
— tomorrow mornin 

A spokesman for the ONR in San 

F said yesterday that that 
be an ‘‘insult’’ tothe people of 

San Fernando and ‘‘on the grounds 


are imputing no dishonest motives, 
on the eee of moral principle he 

is unaovertabl 
The spokesman also discussed the 
nomination by PNM party and 
ne? groups of Current 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Rakeeb 
Hosein, stating that ‘‘on his per- 


formance in the last three years he 
should not be elected’ As a con- 
trast, the spokesman said, Alder- 
man Elaine Charles, whose name is 
also linked ‘as a possible candidate 
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Hosein. 

Mrs. Charles was elected Alder- 
man last Thursday together with 
Alderman Dr Saith and Alderman 
Carlisle Kangaloo, the only one of 
the — ing three alderman to be 
retain e two others who did 
not make it were Mrs Elva Cowie- 
Warner and Mr Bury A. Clifford. 

San Fernando will select its 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor tomorrow 
morning at the Town Hall on Harris 
Promenade starting at 9.30 am. 
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[Text] AN UNUSUAL accommodation is takins place in City Hall, lon, noted as a 
place where differences are not adjusted easily. 


At one level, People's National Movement (PNM) and the four Organisction for 
National Reconstructior (ONR) councillors have re-buried the hatchet which 
was briefly unearthed by PI% Councillor Glennis Jackson when the council 
first sot torether after elections. 


At another level, serious attempts are heing made to have the political arn of 
tiie Port-of-Spain City Council working alons with the administrative and tech- 


> 


nical division, where rifts have been the rule for years. 


The reason for all this co-operation is the common ground of accountability. 
foth parties have made pre-election and post-polling pledres to their constitu- 
ents that they are answerable to them and will be answering durin their tern. 


Yesterday, new mayor in town, Stevenson Sarjeant, said it's not a honevnoon 
arrangement. Port-of-Spain lias to be managed and his major priority is stop- 
ning the strife that he “now perceives existed" in the previous regime. 


Mayor Sarjeant, a management consultant, said that the administrative arm 
will participate in every major decision taken at the Iiall. Accountability 
is again the reason. 


“They are the experts, the technicians. We will not simply decide on some- 
thing and expect them to be answerable for the success of the project. They 
will have to account, therefore they have to be part of the entire process.’ 


When it was pointed out to tir. Sarjeant that some of the P!?! councillors re- 
elected to City hall were there over tiie years when the city pfrew worse and 
worse throuch inaction and squabbling, he said: 


"I am fortunate to be in a better position that ‘ir. Ceorge Neehall, the forner 
mayor. We have a team that includes lawyers, engineers, skilled manapers. 


And believe me, everybody is going to work. I agree with Mr. Neehall that 
perhaps it is better that we have opposition members of the council. 


“Just as I have to tell the people of St. James West why this or that has not 
been achieved (but I am an eternal optimist--they will be done) Mr. Stanley 
Jolin of the ONR for instance, will have to tell his constituients in Wood- 
brook what he is doing for them.” 


What about money wili it not He had not been given the figures 
be a problem? as yet, but stressed again that the 
mayor reminded that Local! proper management of the money 
Government Minister, Dr  Cuth- was essential. 
bert Joseph, said that money voted What about personne! and other 
Government for the council's resources’ a 
1 operations are still there, avaii “That, you see that? Weil that 1s 
able an exercise that is being carried out 


How much money ? right now. We have to take an in- 


ward look at ourselves. That is of 
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avest importance | want to know 
ow to use our human and physical 


resources for maximum results, and 


that study is a first step? 
Until then i cannot give any great 
promises — except that the council 
will be a very positive one.”’ 
On the topic of being positive, 
what about getting the city clean? 
Mayof Sarjeant said that two 
things must happen and he believes 
- they will, g his tenure of 
ice. 


@ People must develop a con- 
sciousness about cleanliness in Port- 
of-Spain. People really don’t want 
to live in a dirty city and they can 
be encouraged. 

© Laws will be enforced Garbage 
disposal problems vary in different 

rts of the city. Frederick’ Street 

ches are not the same as the 
alleys and lanes of Belmont. 

‘But we have been given A man- 
date by the citizens to mar/.ge the 
me e will have to do it.’ 

any case, his imitia] studies of 
the garbage problems have ied to a 
belief that the situation can be 
handled. 


SQUATTING ISSUE 


Well, how will the new mayor 
handle the mali and squatting 
issues along Independence Square 
and Frederick and Queen Streets ’ 

“It’s a multi-faceted, difficult 
situation. You see, it is not the 
same in the three main areas 

He pointed out that the ‘Drag 
Brothers’ had been given their area 
along Bankers’ Row in the early 
seventies. But that was only until 
they could be accommodated else- 
where. A place at another part of 


town is almost ready 
“The shacks et the Cathedral sec- 





tion of independence Square had 
been allowed to be erected on a 
seasonal basis, mainly for apple and 
grape vendors at Christmas. That 
situation cannot be allowed to con 
tinue 

“it 1s not that people of Port-of- 
Spain want to deprive anyone of the 
right to earn a living But there has 
to be some order and here we have a 
health problem’, we can't ignore 
that.’ 

About the Frederick Street mail, 
Mayor Sarieant said ‘We have com- 
mittees, a health committee, a 
space allocations committee. We 
will decide what is best for the city 
— we have to.”’ 


Meetings have been lined up with 
the two trade unions that repre- 
sent City Council workers € 
mayor wants regular sessions with 
the PSA and the Amaigamated 
Workers’ representatives. He is not 
in favour of irregular, confrontation 
affairs where each side ts ignorant of 
the other’s problems because of lack 
of communication. 

The new mayor, -unlike the old, 
believes that the White Paper on 
Community Development and Local 
Government is a document well 
worthy of study. 

I] mean, people are talking about 
erosion of power from the local 
bodies but here we have proof that 
government s thinking about local 
government retorm with emphasis 
on measures to promote greater 
citizen participation and the 
devolution of authority | 

The new mayor Gves not agree 
with all the propossis that have 
been released for public comment > 
But the City Council is now working 
on a response to the White P4per, 
well in advance of ‘he deadline for 
comments. 


Analysis of PNM's Future 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 21 Aug 83 pp l, 17 


[Text] THE AFTERMATH of the local government elections puts the future of the 
PNM Government in the hands of three men. 


Two are Cabinet Ministers--Mr. Overand Padmore, the Minister of Education, 
and Mr. Errol Mahabir, Minister of Labour. The third is a back-bencher in 
Parliament Dr. Joe Laquis, "giant killer" of the 1981 General Elections 


These three represent constituencies most at risk in the last line of defence 
against Opposition victory in the next general elections. 


The "accommodation" by the three-party National Alliance and the Organisation 
for National Reconstruction (ONR) is the big event of the Trinidad and Tobapo 
local government elections on August 8. 
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The political formula poses a real threat to the ruling PNM in the next gen- 
eral elections. It would cut the PNM majority by five seats, with a sixth 
only marginal. 

The five seats where the PNM did not get a majority of votes cast in 1971 are: 
St. Joseph (5,488 out of 11,014); 

Nariva (6,148 out of 13,032); 

Caroni East (5,246 out of 12,204); 

Pointe-a-Pierre (5,246 out of 12,139); and 

Princes Town (6,888 out of 14,193). 

In Tunapuna the PIM got 6,200 out of 12,272 votes cast in the last general 
elections--50.04 per cent. The only time the Pi? lost this seat was in the 
Federal elections. 

The “accommodation” formule enhances Opposition prospects in Tunapuna, leaving 
only three other PNM constituencies as keys to a majority in the next House of 
Representatives. 

At present the PNi has 26 seats to ten for the Opposition. With a shift of 
the “shaky six'’~-St. Joseph, Nariva, Caroni East, Pointe-a-Pierre, Princes 
Town and finally Tunapuna--a parliamentary majority of 19 seats will turn on 


the outcome of three constituencies. 


Three of the other seats with lowest PNM percentages of votes cast in 192] 
are: 


San Fernando West (53.70 per cent); 

Port-of-Spain North (54.27 per cent); and 

Diego Martin Centra (55.86 per cent). 

Next in this order is Barataria (56.82). 

Thus the key to the PIM continuing in power will be the constituencies of Mr. 
Errol Mahabir, Mr. Overand Padmore, Dr. Joe Laquis who defeated ONR leader 

Mr. Karl Hudson-Phillips in 1981, and--to some extent--Mr. Kamaluddin Mohammed. 
Low Percentage 

Mr. Mahabir and Mr. Mohammed are deputy political leaders of their party. As 


constituency representatives they will have a political role as crucial, if 
not more so, compared to Prime Minister George Chambers. 
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On the Opposition side, the ‘aecornmodation" by the Alliance and ONR fortifies 
their position even where the winners pot low percentares lessening any 
chance the ruling party may have there to take them over. 


In St. Augustine the winner's tally was only 44.73 per cent, but the PID's 
was 34.64 per cent. 


In Chaguanas the winner pot 47.9 per cent but the PNM candidate pot 31.94 
per cent. 


In Couva North the winner (Opposition Leader Basdeo Panday) polled 55.43 per 
cent but the PiM only 27.90 per cent. 


In Couva South the winner got 59.12 per cent and the PIM 34.01 per cent. 
In Naparima the winner vot 49.6 per cent, the PIM 28.9 per cent. 
In Tabaquite the winner got only 42.76 per cent but the PNM 35.39 per cent. 


In Oropouche the winner got 40.7% per cent and the PIM only 24.33 per cent, 
with OK deputy leader Suruj Rambachan running second with 32.17 per cent. 


In Siparia the winner got 51.99 per cent, the PNM 32,46 per cent. 


In Tobago West the DAC, part of the National Alliance, got 50.1 per cent and 
the Pili 46.1 per cent, while in Tobago East the winner got 58.88 per cent and 
the PNM 39.21 per cent. 


Tobago West offers the PNM the best statistical prospect in Opposition ter- 
ritory with 46.1 per cent support, followed by Tobago East and less promising 
Tabaquite (35.39 per cent. Tobago is under the Opposition DAC administra- 
tion. That party has kept on the political offensive in the sister island. 


The PNM is thus likely to focus special attention on the last-ditch constitu- 
encies--San Fernando, West, Port-of-Spain North and Diego Martin Central, in 
the ambit of PNM-controlled councils. 


Race for Power 


With the Opposition in control of six of the seven county councils, as well 
as the Tobavo tlouse of Assembly, and having influxes into three of the four 
municipal councils still controlled by the PNM, the race for power is open 

for the times time in quarter of a century in Trinidad and Tobago politics. 


Prime Minister Chambers has his most challenging task to row the PNM boat 
ashore. 


lie will be pondering ways to alter the disturbing message of the tea leaves. 


He and the Opposition party leaders will be looking to enlist new support from 
the 43.57 per cent of voters who stayed away in 1941. 
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Levistration and mobilisation will reach a new pitch of intensity. Voters 
will probably never lave it so good, especially those in the last-ditch 
constituencies and the shaky six. 


Call for Action in Capital 





Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 14 Aug 83 p 6 


[text] CONGRATULATIONS to the persons and parties gaining election to the 
municipal and county councils? Must be mixed with a clear directive from 
electors about the urgency of their problems. 


The most problem-ridden of the local government areas is the capital city of 
Port-of-Spain. It is rapidly becoming a slum in the sun. This has been 
happening we think, because of a lack of planning with well defined objec- 
tives, lack of serious undertaking of a selected programme, of effective mon- 
itoring and surveillance, and of internal auditing of performance. 


‘he ruling party, which has retained control of the City Council, faced the 
electors with a "draft" manifesto. The council's first taks will have to be 
a programe for nothing less than a complete turnaround of the mess thet is 
Port-of-Spain. 


All tne ad hoc measures from time to tine have brought us to the very nadir 
of municipal existence. The council has to embart. on a clearly defined pro- 
oramme to save the capital city and national pride. 


‘le have to embrace this task by enlisting the interest and energy of all, 
not only of all the council and staff, but of the burgesses and citizens at 
larve as vell. 


Yherefore to conduct the affairs of the council in a strictly partisan spirit 
vould be unwise and unproductive. 


To make something of political differences between the Centre and the councils 
ciosen by the electorate on lMonday would be contrary to the democratic system 
which we espouse, if not illegal. 


A list of needs in Port-of-Spain is easy to compile, simply by walking, look- 
ing, and smelling. Meeting them concerns everybody. 


Charlotte Street, pitted and rutted, stinking of commercial garbage, blocked 
for most of the day with motor and pedestrian traffic, needs a good repair 
job. Its location pives rise to another problem. Citizens afflicted with 
calls of nature on the street must journey several blocks to the most marginal 
of public conveniences. This capital city must now rival Kingston, Jamaica, 
where male public voiding is almost a national pastime. 








Constant Monitoring 
There is a growing, need for public toilets, tn number and in amenities. 


The rising numbers of persons who eat in public establishments increase the 
risk that unless constant monitoring of these places is done we will find 
ourselves victims of some epidemic. There is a recurring shortage of water 
in wany of these places. The precautions they take with foodstuff are often 
Sketchy. 


while the council has been doing a good job vetting food venders for disease, 
this obviously is not enough. There is a definite impression that eating 
places in our republic are enjoying a respite from health inspectors since 
the death of Mr. Kenny Turner, whose "raids" are legendary. 


The Port-of-Spain City Council has to open its eyes to Woodford Square on its 
doorstep. Its rundown state is a standing reproach to municipal awareness or 
the civic pride expected from the so-called City Fathers. 


The good work done by a previous mayor around the Savannah should have con- 
tinued right on the council's doorstep. 


Colonial authorities from Spanish times have left us a legacy of open spaces, 
which we seem to be doing everything to obliterate in Port-of-Spain. A visit 
to Harris Promenade in San Fernando shows how thoroughly Port-of-Spain has 
succeeded in uglifying its environment, by its lack of a clear policy frame- 
work for municipal administration. 


In view of the pressing national need for more housing, all the local councils 
will have to pay attention to the plan approval machinery. We have heard sug- 
restions that councils suffer from moonlighting and petty corruption. Persons 
wishing to extend their homes, or to build new ones, have complained about 
unduly long delays. Councils have to ensure that this complaint is eradi- 
cated, whatever the causes. 


Councils have to look also at complaints about the cesspit clearing service. 
In Port-of-Spain the Charlotte Street lfall seems to be movine towards corple- 
tion, after a lon;, delay. This raises the question of whether it will help to 
clear tne pavements of venders, or attract still nore. 


Pavenent Convestion 


ihe move to resite the Dray i’rothers iro; Frederic’. Street to In:’ependence 


uare to avoic pavement congestion resulted in worse pavement consestion, 
with roise pollution, and a proliferation of seni-nude vagrants and nentallv 
listurbed persons on lrederick Street. 


The Venders Mall at the corner of Oueen and Frederick Streets attracted an 
overflow of venders in gateways and alonr storefronts in the neighbourhood. 
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Tnere is no doubt that Downtown Port-of-Spain is avoided if nossitle, and un- 
less the situation is tacl.led in a comprehensive manner it will be an open- 
air ward cf the mental hospital and our own Skic Pow. 


Decaying cities in the US go to extraordinary lengths to restore their cores. 
Port-of-Spain, through officially sponsored venders’ shack congolmerations, 
seems unique as deliberately creating slum conditions in the heart of the city. 


People cannot take it any more, because these conditions hit nct only at their 
convenience and comfort, but at their pride. 


The job can be done, if the council and the entire community tackle it. The 
general noise, confusion, crowding, unsightly characters, mounds of litter, 
stench of drains, shacks, poster-plastering, decaying buildings, rutted 
roads, proliferating hawkers and venders and limers add up to an agenda for 
reform, immediate, comprehensive and practical. 


The Central Market is in a bad way. The approach has been allowed to collapse 
into a series of slushy potholes. The mire extends right through almost to 
the vegetable displays on the grounds. A housewife almost needs tall farmers’ 
boots to shop on a rainy day without being slushed. On a sunny day, there is 
no shade. 


What would it take to have some trees landscaping and repaving? 





The venders themselves suffer at the hands of thieves. The City Police do 
not make their presence felt. 


Taking a fresh look at the Central Market will win much admiration from house- 
wives and other users, removing a source of irritation and another bodyblow to 


pride. 


The City Council needs a new awareness of the city and its condition, and a 
definite programme to improve the sad stage to which it is a prey. 


When all is said, this is what matters for the next three years. 


Signal to PNM 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] THE RULINC People's National Movement (PNM) is evaluating the results 
of the August 8 Local Government elections to ascertain what trend--if any at 
all--was established. Education Minister Overand Padmore, who disclosed this, 
also said the PNM accepted the results of the polls. 


‘ile reiterated that the results were a "signal' to the Government--watch what it 
was doin. 








Minister Padmore also questioned the absence of the "very vocal” critics who 
described the PN administration after the 1971 general election as a ‘28 
per cent’ government, over the results of the 1983 Local Government clec- 
tions. 


"How is it they are so silent this time around.... the poll this month was 
a very low one but we are not hearing from them." 


He said the PNM regime would pay careful attention to the "signal" and no 
way would the party despair over the results. 


lir. Padmore noted that as a democratic party, the PNM must take note of what 
the people were saying. 


The evaluation exercise, taking in the entire 120 electoral areas, would con- 
Sider the size of the poll and what lessons they must learn for the future 
as a party. 


Throwing out the window the assertion by opposition parties--an electoral 
accommodation between the ONR and the National Alliance won the majority of 
seats in the elections--that the results indicated the peopl needed a change 
of Government, Mr. Padmore said: "The country is to tell us shen it needs 

a change. We don't see anything in the polls that might even suggest that 
the country is saying it needs a change.” 


He said the opposition which opted out the electoral process sometime in the 
past and won a number of seats this time around, was reading too much into 
the results. 


hone of the four municipalities, he reminded, went their wav in terms of 
controlling them. 


vatch Out 


‘As a student of politics I consider the results as a sisnal to the Govern- 
ment--watch what you are doing.” 


‘Peing a sensitive government, the PN! will watch what it is doine" anc in a 
fishtins mood he added that he was quite prepared to take a general election 
tomorrow, and was also prepared to anticipate the results. 


The Pitt he contended, was perhaps the only truly-constituted political party 
in Trinidad and Tobago, with a leader who was demonstrating his own leadership 
technique. 


lie did not see the results as any major indicator of what misht happen during 
the 1906 general elections but he re-emphasised the Pin! would not ignore the 


events of August 8. ‘To do so will be at our own peril.” 


He argued the results perhaps could be a good thing for the party. "It tells 
the party what needs to be done.” 
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‘Minister Padmore also stressed that the PIM would now have the opportunity 
to test the mettle of the other councillors at the county and borough coun- 
cils. 


"| hope they don't behave like their counterparts do in the national parlia- 
ment,’ he added. 


CSO: 3298/935 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


MIRED KEVIEWS FOR PROPOSED LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORMS 
Outgoing Mayor's Opposition 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 16 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] THE Covernment White Paper on Local Government Reform should 
be rejected “lock, stock berrel’’. 
This was the view expressed yesterday by Port of Spain outgoing 
Mayor George Neehall, at City Hall while delivering a short aaibens 
at the first meeting of the new council. 
Mr Neehall, in a punchy speech, decried the proposed reforms 
and said if accepted they would affect democracy as encompassed 
the local government bodies. The former Mayor questioned the 
ility of the local government to survive the erosion of its powers 
by the central government. He said consideration must be given to 
| what type of replacement would be instituted if local government 








as we knew it, went. 


In é sweeping 
broadside at the previous 
all PNM council, the 
former councillor for 
Woodbrook said he 
a he = 
opposition ring is 
term of office, rather 
than one from ‘‘within the 


number of areas to which 
the new council should 
address itself. Paramount 
among them, he seid, was 
the raising of the ‘‘output 
of council employees” 
and the leck of respect 
for laws and regulations 
governing the city. 

He also drew attention 
to whet he termed as 
“‘un-authorised business 
places’’ which had 
sprung up in Woodbrook 
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and St James. He also 


referred to long delays in 
the award of ion 
certificates gd ‘the 


approval of plans for 
bui 8 in the city. 

In what wes se@p as a 
farewell address to the 
council on which he 
served for six years, Mr 
Heehal! reminded the 
new members of 

roblems which still 

- voter He said — 
collection of garbage left 
much to be desired, even 
though little by little it 
was being taken entirely 
out of the hands of the 
council along with the 
disposal 


The outgoing Mayor 
told the crowded 
chamber the vagrants on 
the streets had to be 
removed as well as the 
“drag brothers’’ on 
Independence Square. 
This must be done as 
early as possible, he said 














Council Budget Issues 


vort-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 16 Aug 83 p 1 


[Article by Francis Joseph} 


[Text] 

DR. CUTHBERT JOSEPH, Minister 
of Community Development and Local 
Government, yesterday issued a call to 
all local Government bodies to promote 
increased productivity and efficiency 
and for the need to keep both recurrent 
and capital expenditures for 1983 within 
the budgetary allocations. 

Dr. Joseph made the call to all 11 Local 
Government bodies in his address during 
the elections ceremony of the chairman of the 
St. George West County Council at its first 
meeting in Barataria yesterday. 


The Minister said that positive steps were recently 
taken to improve the industrial environment in all councils. 





them was the appointment of a joint committee 


Among 
comprising five 


Government and ederated Workers: 


officials drawn from the 


tatives of the National Union of 


five Government 
of Community 


Development and Local Government, the Personnel 
Department, and the Organisation and Management Divi- 
sion of the Ministry of Finance to visit each County Council 
and the Arima Bo Council in order to orn in- 


creased uctivity while monitoring the leve 


ment of daily rated employees. 


Dr. Joseph also stated that an 
appointment, for the first time, of a 
personnel and industrial relations 
office in each council is to be made. 

The Minister said that the other 
following steps were taken: 

@the completion of a two-month 
training course for the newly 
appointed personnel and industrial 
relations officers, and; 

@ the commencement of a study 
by the National Computer Agency 
on the computerisation of the re- 
cords of ail Local Government 
authorities starting with personnel 
records. 

Dr. Joseph pointed out to the 
members of the St. George West 
County Council that Government in 
its 1983 Budget presentation out- 
tined the several challenges facing 
the natior in 1963 es a result of the 
dramatic reduction in revenues 
arising from the effects of the inter- 
national economic recession. 

He said because of the seriousness 
of these challenges, he, together 
with senior officials of his gy! 

ally visited each of the li 
Government bodies earlier 
this year 

Dr. Joseph said on those visits, he 
took the opportunity to explain to 
members and officials of the 


CSG: 3298/936 


of employ- 


councils, the serious implications of 
the economic situation, the need to 
increase productivity and efficiency 
and the necessity to keep both re- 
current and capital nditure for 
1983 within the budgetary 
allocations. 

‘I indicated then, that the 
Ministzy of Finance and Planni 
had declared, from the beginning o 
1983 that requests by ministries for 
ar aatasy rovisions of funds in 
1983 could not be entertained in the 
light of our revenue situation.”’ 

é minister said that t care 
was exercised by the Ministry of 
Community Development and Local 
Government during the first seven 
months of the year, to control re- 
current expenditure on a monthly 

sis in all councils in order to en- 
Sure that the 1983 allocation would 

evenly spread over the entire 
fiscal year in-order to comply with 
the directive of the Ministry of Fi- 
nance and Planning. 


NO CONFRONTATION 


Dr. Joseph continued: “In me 
light of the reduced 1983 allocation 
under the capital budget, since 
January the Ministry of Local 
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Government sought and obtained 
the approval of the Ministry of 
Finance to recycle savings ised 
in 1982 to augment the reduced 1983 
capital provision. 

‘Such unspent 1982 savings as well 
as the unspent 1983 capital alloca- | 
tion are 2vtilable to the new coun- | 
cils for the financing of their capital 
programmes,’’ the Minister stated. 

Dr. Joseph said that the 
communal path ahead must be 
collaboration not confrontation. 
‘‘The national strategy for the 
future must be integration not 
fragmertation. Our common social 
aim must be peaceful development 
and not violent destruction.” 

The minister said that the theme 
for the celebrations of this 
country’s 2ist Independence 
anniversary was ‘‘One nation — one 
family.”’ 

“On this occasion of the 2ist 
soenverseey of our Independence 
may we all resolve to promote, both 
by deed and by word the total 
human development of our people. 
But in doing so, let us also resolve to 
strengthen, through peaceful and 
lawful means, our democratic 
institutions which alone can 

rantee our human liberties and 
reedoms. 

Dr. Joseph said that at Cabinet’s 
regular weekly meeting on August 4, 
it was decided to extend further to 
September 30 the closing date for 
the submission of public comments 
on the Draft Policy Paper. 

He said he was advised that the 
Secretary of Cabinet had written to 

chairmen of all seven count 
councils and to the mayors of all 
four municipal corporations inviting 
the eleven Local Government bodies 
to submit their comments by the 
stipulated time. 
me of the measures recently 
taken by the Ministry included: 
®improvement in the tenders 
procedures of county councils to 
raise the céilings for the ~ard of 
tenders from $250 to 35,000 
(executed b the Chief 
Administrative Officers) and from 
$2,000 to $50,000 (executed by the 
tna ministerial] committee). Im- 
plementation of the decision to 
raise the ceiling for the award of 
tenders by the county council ten- 
ders committee from $10,000 to 
$100,000 awaits the presentation of 
the necessary draft legislation for 
the consideration of Parliament. 

@a review of the system for the 
release of funds to Govern- 
ment authorities in order to make 
the procedures more expeditious. 

@ the convening of regular month- 
ly meetings, at political, 
administrative and technical levels, 
between personnel of the Ministry 
of Local Government and the eleven 
local Government bodies to decide 
upon matters of policy, planning and 
executive action. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBACO 


ANOTHER CHANGE MADE AMONG GOVERNHENT PERMANENT SECRETARIES 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Aug 83 p 1 


{Article by John Babb] 


Text | 


CSO: 


THE TRANSFER of Permanent 
Secretary, Mr. Lennox Ballah, from 
the Ministry of External Affairs to 
the Ministry of Education, is the 
latest in a mini shuffle of 
Permanent Secretaries. 

It has also come against the back- 
ground of reports that a Cabinet 
reshuffle is in the offing. 

Mr. Ballah, who will be S44 on 
August 26, had been Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Exter- 
nal Affairs since March, 1977 and is 


regarded as Trinidad and Tobago’s ; 


expert on the Law of the Sea. 

is position at External has been 
taken up by Mr. Christopher 
Thomas, a 46-year-old Foreign 
Service officer, now acting 
Permanent Secretary. 

Mr. Ballah, now in Jamaica on 
matters relevant to the Law of the 
Sea convention, succeeds Mrs. Ruth 
Polo in the Ministry of Education. 

Mrs. Polo, close to retirement, 
was an Administrative Officer Five 
in the Ministry of Education before 
she was elevated to Permanent 
Secretary in the same ministry, to 
replace Dr. Norbert Masson, who 
received permission to retire from 


the Civil Service for health reasons. 

Dr. Masson is now on leave, and his 
retirement is not expected to be 
efffective until sometime next 
year. ee 

The position in the Ministry of 
Education became vacant when 
Mrs. Polo was transferred to 
Whitehall as Permanent Secretary 
to the Prime Minister, replacing 
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Mr. Isidore Rampersad, who retired 
recently. 
So far, there has been nothing 


‘official on the transfers, coming 


from the Ministry of Information. 

However, Education Minister 
Mr. Overand Padmore, confirmed 
yesterday that Mr. Ballah had been 
appointed Permanent Secretary in 

e 4 

Mr. Padmore pointed out that 
Mr. Ballah, who had a distinguished 
careeer in the diplomatic service 
will continue to be a leading Trinidad 
and Tobago spokesman in law of the 
sea discussions. 


The minister explained that the 
Ministry of Education has the 
biggest allocation of all the 

finistries in the 1983 Budget — $1.4 
billion in recurrent iture. It 
also had the largest number of 
public servants, and as such 
required as its administrative head 
a Permanent Secretary of out- 
standing administrative ability. 

Mr. Padmore said Mr. Masson 
made an enormous contribution in 
improving the operational methods 
in the Ministry of Education and Mr 
Ballah is expected to build on this. 

He said he was delighted to have 
Mr Ballah in the Ministry and his 
wide experience and his skills as a 
negotiator would obviously be put 
to good use in the Ministry of 
Education. 

Mr Ballah officially took up duties 
as the Permanent retary in the 
Ministry 09 Wednesday, August 10. 








COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ONR HOLDS MOTORCADES, VICTORY RALLY; EXECUTIVES ALSO MEET 
District Motorcades 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 14 Aug 83 p 7 





THE isati Meanwhile ONR 
[Text] National ~4 political leader Mr Kari 
(ONR) will hold motor- Phillips will be 
cades today in the 65 dis- the main speaker tomor- 
dates during last week's a 2 ge 
tions. 6 7 p.m. This follows last 
Motorcades will take Thursday’s meeting in 
place in Port-of-Spain Woodford Square Port-of 
and environs, San Juan, Spain. 
the Eastern, Southern On Thursday next the 
and Central areas, and ONR holds its third vic- 
even in areas where tory meeting, a Harris 
there were no ONR can- Promenade, Sen Fer- 


Report on Meetings 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Aug 83 p 1 





[Text ] THE ORGANISATION for National Last Thursday night the party held 
pn ne = holds its Victory meetin at Woodford Square 
tional on in Spain. Leader 
Wednesday, the first since is showing Hudson-Phi Lae 
Sia ame © Leader  Basdeo Panday, and Mr 
vote. Robinson i 
The executive meets at the ema Action aN 
— ae 10 Albion Street, (DAC) and also of the Tobago House of 

t of Spain, at 7.30 p.m. The ONR’ Assembly. 
National ttee will meet on Mr. Hudson-Phillips will head a 
Saturday at 10 a.m battery of speakers at the Arima 
Ti , at 7.30 p.m., the ONR con- a. oe 
erase Be Vater? Cretan meeting Pantin, F Ferreira, Deputy Lead- 
the with what is expected to er Suruj Rambachan, Mervyn Assam 
Fw affair at Princess and Party Chairman Roy Augustus 
a » Arima. On Thursday the The victorious ONR will 
ONR goes to Harris Promenade, San be presented to the Arima public for 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD ALD) TOBAGO 


ULIONS JOIN IN PROJECT TO BUILD HOUSING FOR WORKS 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 14 Aup 83 p 3 


[Text] 


TWO OF THE country’s major trade unions 
have entered a joint venture to build houses 
for their members, the first tirne in local trade 
union history that unions are moving into the 
housing construction industry directly. 

The National Union of Government and 
Federated Workers (NUGFW) has formed the 
NUGFW Construction Company Ltd 
(NUGFWCCL), in partnership with the Sea- 
men and Waterfront Workers Trade Union 
(SWWTLU) 

“We feel that we had to do something to 
augment the position of workers since de- 
mands for higher wages would reach the point 
where it could go no further, Senator Natha- 


niel Crichlow, NUGFW’s president and 
NUGFWCCL’s chairman told the Sunday 
Express. 


Pointing out that the union was at the 
“saturation point, Senator Crichlow, a Peo- 
ple’s National Movernent (PNM) member in 
the Upper House of Parliament, said one of 
the oe a the trade union movement should 
be to help reduce workers’ expenditures, and it 
was felt that the construction of “subsidised 
housing was one way to achieve a better 
standard of living for union members. 

Registered in August, 1940 as a private 
company, NUGFWCCL was formed with a 
capital of $1 million made of one million 
shares at one dollar each. Paid up share capital 
is $300,000 with about $250,000 t by 
NUGFW and $50,000 worth of shares by 
SWWTL, Senator Crichlow, said. 

The company is currently inviting tenders 
for two separate ne rojects, one of 
which is for the laying of “infrastructure 
for housing development at a 43 acres plot of 
land in Lopine’, near Arouca at a 56 acres 
site at Pleasantville, San Fernando. These two 
housing projects are being developed by the 
company for the Trinidad and Tobago Labour 
Co (TTL), Senator Crichlow said. 

NUGFW was given these two pieces of 
land by the Ministry of Housing and Resettle- 
ment in exchange for 38 acres of land in Santa 
Cruz which the union had bought in the 1960's 
with plans to build 275 houses, Senator Crich- 
low said. 

“In 1976 the Government, without noti- 
fying the union, gave notice of its intention to 
acquirre approximately six acres of these San- 
ta Cruz lands for the construction of a playing 
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field for the le of the Valley. The manner 
in which the field was to be cut out made the 
rest of the land unsuitable for the housing 
project, he said. 

The union made resentations to Gov- 
ernment and was granted lands at Real Spring, 
at which the other tender is for the construc- 


Announcement ot the successful contrac- 
tor or contractors -- which will be a local 
construction company -- to build the houses 


Senator Crichlow said. 
Houses at the Valsayn site will cost about 


$145,000 and the first set of homes should be 
on oe ot ae Se > See © 
richlow 


the construction contract, Senator 
said. 


said, the union was investing between $1 
million and $18 million of its own money in 
the project. The whole development should be 


finished in 12 months. 

While the method for 
determining whose appli- 
cation for a house would 
besuccessful 


from making private mort- 
gage arrangments without 
the union’s help. 


But not all of the 
houses would be given to 
= workers, Senator 

ric said, pointing 
out that a few of the 
houses would be set aside, 
for example, for former 
union members who had 
helped get the project off 
the nd. 
owever, successful 
applicants would have to 
make a ten per cent down- 
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paymentand a 90 per cent 
mortgage would be ar- 
ranged with bankers for 
NUGFWCCL, Senator 
Crichlow said, adding that 
the company was alsu ne 
gotiating with the Nation- 
al Insurance Board and 
that these negotations 
should be concluded this 
week. Workers’ Bank is 
NUGFWCCL’s hanker. 

Noting that NUUr w 
and S were heed 
ing Government’s call for 
trade union involvement 
in housing, first made in 
1971, and that government 
said then that it alone 
could not all the 
houses requi especially 

low income workers of 
the country, Senator 
Crichlow recalled his 
union’s efforts at meeting 
that challenge. 

first talked about in 
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the early 1960's, Senator 
Crichlow said, when the 
Santa C.uz estate was 
bought feasibility studies 
done by NUG showed 
that the majority of its 
workers needed houses 
which would have cost 
$14,000, each, then. But 
Town and Country Plan- 
ning Division did not ap- 
prove the union’s housing 
development plan. 

By 1977, when “condi- 
tional outline approval 
was ted to project 
consultants, Trintoplan 
Consultants Limited, the 
cost of one house had ris- 
en to $18,000, -- “exclud- 
ing any profits on the 
transcation -- with esti- 
mated total cost of the 
project skyrocketing {rom 
$4.4 million to $18.5 mil- 
lion, Senator Crichlow 
said. - 











COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


LISCUIT COMPANY CONTINUES TO BE SOURCE OF CONTROVERSY 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in Lnglish 22 Aug 8&3 p 1 


[Text] 


BERMUDEZ Biscuit Compan 
has denied an allegation by the Oil- 
fields Workers’ Trade Union (OW- 
TU) that the company intends to 
move its operations from Trinidad 
to o_o 
_ Mr. Bernardo Bermudez, Manag- 
ing Director and his brother Mr. 
Robert Bermudez, told the ‘‘Guar- 
dian’’ that they had no intention to 
relocate to Antigua or to reduce 
production or in any way curtail 
their activities in Trinidad. 


They described the allegation as © 


an attempt ‘‘to cause mischief’. 
According to the Bermudez 
brothers, if is no secret that they 
have factories in Antigua and Guya- 
na, or that they have shares in a 


company in Barbados and are as- 
sociat with a company in 
Jamaica. 


Mr. Bernardo Bermudez said the 
company was in fact bringing in new 
equipment for its Mt. Lambert fac- 
tories. The equipment should reach 
Trinidad in three months. 

He said that historically, the 
company has always been opposes 
to the closing of the Trinidad and 
= market, and always felt it 
could compete with the interna- 
tional markets. 

As far as the OWTU’s call to the 
Minister of Industry and Commerce 
to take away the company’s import 
licence was concerned, Bermudez al- 
ways imported biscuits from the 


Caribbean countries and a “rela- 
tively small amount’’ from the 
United Kingdom. 

But, said Mr. Robert Bermudez, 
the company’s exports to these 
same markets were always greater 
than imports, although he noted 
that the volume of trade had de- 
creased since the industrial dispute 
with the OWTU. 

The company now employed 140 
workers and production was 60 per 
cent of what it ought to be. 
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EGG THROWING 


“Our night shift is not in opera- 
tion because of the continuous vio- 
lence and we do not think it rea- 
sonable to ask the workers to work 
at night. During the day they are 
threatened and eggs thrown at 
them, so we do not like to think 
oe 9 would happen at night’, he 
said. 

He said the company was losing 
millions of dollars in exports be 
cause it could not fill orders. 

Contrary to expectations by the 
Ministry of Labour, the two employ- 
ers stressed that there would be no 
reinstatement of any of tie 79 work- 
ers dismissed = company. 

Mr. Robert rmudez said that 
because of the circumstances under 
which the dismissals occurred and 
the amount of violence, the com- 
pany had no intention of reinstating 


the workers. 

Twenty-two of the workers were 
dismissed for allegedly abandoning 
their jobs and the other 57 for vari- 
ous offences. The Ministry of Labour 
suggested reinstatement of the 
first 22, and suspension, or failing 
a payment severance to the 


The latest move in the four- 
month-old dispute is that the com- 
pany is offering individual contracts 
to employees with a SO per cent pay 
increase over the next three years. 

The aurea a served lock-out 
notice to the OWTU. 

Mr. Robert Bermudez said that 
the company was sup d to be 
negotiating with the OWTU for a 
new three-year agreement. The 
matter was sent to the Ministry for 
conciliatién but the day for settle- 
ment passed and nothing was done. 

He said he proposed to the work- 
ers that the matter could be 
allowed to go to the Industria) 
Court or they could sign a contract 
with the company 














The workers eed to the indi- 
vidual contract. Friday, he said, 


all except three 
individual contract. three ask- 
ed for the weekend to it over. 
Minister of Labour a ye 2 from the 
to ive te Miniter tine 


conchiation, Tbe matter roe 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


ARMS THEFT DENIAL~~COMMISSIONEK of Police, Mr. Randolph Burroughts, yesterday 
cdenled that any arms and ammunition had been stolen from the Police Armoury 
at the St. James Barracks. The Commissioner said in a Press Release that a 
thorough check was made following an article in a weekly newspaper headlined 
‘Arms, ammunition missing from Barracks." Mr. Burroughs said the check was 
conducted by a deputy commissioner and all arms and ammunition were found to 
be intact. Mr. Burroughs said there was absolutely no truth in the publica- 
tion and deemed it to be "malicious and misleading." He further stated that 
publications of such a nature were highlighted to cause a certain amount of 
panic throughout the State but he warned there was no cause for alarm. He 
expressed concern over the number of "irresponsible" reports made to the Press 
by persons "who appear to be bent on causing dissent in the Service and the 
nation through the use of media with slanderous and malicious reports." 
{Text} [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 13 Aug 83 p 1] 


CARONL WAGE ISSUE--PORT-OF-SPAIN Trinidad Thursday (CANA)--The state-owned 
company Caroni Limited, which has a monopoly on sugar production here, has 
offered Trinidad and Tobago sugar labourers a nine per cent wage hike over 
three years, a proposal which the All Trinidad Sugar and General Workers Trade 
Union (ATSGWTU) has described as "The company's lowest ever offer.” Negoti- 
ations on behalf of the country's 11 000 sugar workers reached a deadlock last 
week after the offer was made, and the union has referred the matter to the 
Labour Ministry. "We will like to know why it is the lowest offer made to 
workers employed in any state-owned enterprise. The union would like Labour 
Minister Errol Mahabir to explain that, and we have agreed to refer the matter 
to the Labour Ministry," said ATSCGWTU president Basdeo Panday, who is also 
leader of the Opposition. The union leader said the union had not proposed 
percentage increases, but was seeking comparable wages to workers in other 
state enterprises. ‘All we are asking for is equality which is enshrined in 
the constitution,’ he said. According to the union, Caroni had proposed no 
increase for 1923, five per cent for 1984 and four per cent for 1985 "or the 
option of spreading the nine per cent over the three years." [Text] [Bridge- 
town BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 19 Aug 83 p 3] 


NJAC POLITICAL PLANS--PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, Thursday (CANA)--The small 

left wing Opposition National Joint Action Committee (NJAC) which failed to 
win any of the 120 seats in recent local povernment elections here, has an- 
nounced plans to contest next year's poll for the Tobago l!ouse of Assembly and 
the 1926 General Elections. [Text] [Bridgetown BAAMADOS ADVOCATE in English 
10 Aug 23 p 3) 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


NEED FOR ECONOMIC READJUSTMENT PROGRAM UNDERLINED 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 22 Aug 83 p 1-12 
[Article by R, Escalante] 


[Text] Independently of refinancing the external debt, Venezuela needs a 
program of economic readjustment in order to emerge from the present crisis. 


Hector Hurtado advocates such a program and, moreover, thinks that the next 
government will have to take more far-reaching measures than those thac the 
Luis Herrera Campins administration would be applying now if it were ful- 
filling its responsibilities, 


In the opinion of the former finance minister and former president of the 
Venezuelan Investment Fund (FIV), readjustments are essential in order to 
emerge from the stagnation experienced by the nation's economy during the 
first four years of this five-year term of office and the obvious decline 
of 1983, 


At his residence in Macaracuay, the head of the Accion Democrata (AD) team 
of economic experts analyzed the present picture, 


Among other things, he spoke of the speech delivered by Minister of Finance 
Arturo Sosa on television Wednesday night, from which he deduces that the 
present government will not reach an agreement on refinancing. 


With respect to the country's foreign reserves, he predicts that they will 
be very low by the end of the year. 


The minister of finance's exposition, so far from helping to clarify the 
confused picture resulting from the delays and contradictions that have 
characterized official action in the face of the exchange situation, has 
served to generate further doubt and suspicion as to what are the executive's 
real intentions with regard to confronting the problems of renegotiating 

the debt and making readjustments that would bring about a recovery of 
confidence in our currency. 


On previous occasions, we noted, you have denounced contradictions within 
the government, Do they still exist? 
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Yes. To the contradictions within the government, between the finance 
minister and Central Bank administration--which, in connection with alloca- 
tion of the controlled dollars that Recadi (Office of Differential Exchange 
Rates) has ordered paid out, have lately gotten worse--there have now been 
added the contradictions in minister Sosa's own conduct and behavior over a 
rather brief period. 


in his 17 August exposition, Dr Sosa, painting an excessively optimistic 
picture, maintained that in 1983 we will have to use resources from the 
compensation facility of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) only to the 
extent of 50 percent, whereas, in his 6 June speech before the committee 
of bank creditors, he had said that Venezuela would request the use of 100 
percent of this facility. 


Hurtado sees this change of position as rather strange, since Sosa had 
undertaken with the banks to make the fullest possible use of the compensa- 
tion facility, 


In order to explain the real significance of this difference, he pointed 
out that the IMF could extend credit up to 50 percent of the compensation 
facility, or about 600 million dollars, at a low level of conditionality, 
that is, without making demands for simplification of the exchange system, 
elimination of subsidies, especially for petroleum derivatives, and other 
fiscal measures. But granting the entire amount of the compensation 
facility (1.6 billion dollars) would entail a high degree of conditionality, 
that is, Venezuelan presentation of a readjustment program designed to re- 
store equilibrium in the balance of payments, a program that the Fund would 
have to analyze and approve before granting the credit. 


With regard to the finance minister's statement to the effect that Venezuela 
has sufficient resources to meet its international public and private sector 
obligations and carry out anticipated importations and programs through the 
end of the year, the AD expert noted that it is based on the 1.6-billion- 
dollar increase in foreign reserves registered since 18 February but does not 
take into account the fact that, during this same period, the Central Bank 
has paid out less than 1 billion dollars for imports authorized by Recadi. 


In six months, the Central Bank has paid out a dollar amount below what was 
spent in one month in 1982. 


Of course, this was accomplished at the expense of existing inventories, 
which owing to the prudent management of our importers, were at a rather 

high level. The importers, like the whole country except the government, 
foresaw as inevitable the restrictions that were imposed starting in February. 
In the numerical report that Arturo Sosa presented the committee of bank 
creditors on 6 June, there was estimated to be a current account surplus of 
1.4 billion dollars in the balance of payments. 


In this regard, Hector Hurtado pointed out that interest on public and 
private debt was not included, nor were amortization in the amount of 1.5 
billion dollars for bonds sold to the public abroad and obligations to multi- 
lateral financial institutions, which would not enter into renegotiation of 
the external debt. 


* 
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If these categories are considered, then, according to the minister's 
beginning-of-June estimate, there would be a deficit of 3.7 billion dollars 
insofar as foreign reserves are concerned. Thus, the rose-colored picture 
that Arturo Sosa tried to paint for us translates as follows: at the end of 
1983, foreign reserves will be at a very low level, with inventories--even 

if they pick up between now and December--considerably below those of last 
year and without the country's having concluded renegotiation of the external 
debt, 


Indeed, according to the report of the meeting that the minister had with 
the banks' advisory committee on 11 and 12 August, that is, five days before 
his televised speech to the country, the advisory committee indicated three 
preconditions for refinancing to succeed. The first of these preconditions 
is that "there be progress in the negotiations between the Monetary Fund 

and Venezuela, as IMF approval of the economic readjustment program is 
fundamental for refinancing purposes." Subsequently, the committee sent the 
minister a statement in which the banks indicated that they fully supported 
Sosa's intention "to reach agreement with the IMF on such progrmms (of 
economic readjustment)." 


Arturo Sosa's statement that Venezuela will not negotiate with the Fund 

this year--to which the Copei (Social Christian Party) candidate adhered 
with surprising haste--leads to the conclusion that this government will not 
reach agreement on refinancing the external debt and will leave the burden 

of negotiation--as well as a lesser capability to carry it out successfully-- 
to the new government. 


In addition, Hector Hurtado referred to Sosa's silence on the necessity for 
facing up decisively to a program for recovery of the nation's economy. 


As he sees it, such a program requires implanting confidence that, within 
the shortest possible time, funds will again start flowing toward Venezuela, 
both funds resulting from the repatriation of Venezuelan money abroad and 
those of foreign financial institutions and investors. To be feasible, this 
program requires the application of a policy of readjustment that will 
permit the pressures exerted on our balance of payments by reactivation of 
the economy to be minimized, as well as simplification of the five-tier 
exchange system in effect since February. 


In the last part of the interview, the former minister and former FIV 
president accused the Social Christian administration of a lack of courage 
in facing up to its responsibilities. 


This lack of courage, which derives from electoral considerations, means 
that the government that takes power in February 1984 will have to take far- 
reaching decisions, which will be more traumatic than those that would be 
required if the present government really fulfilled its responsibilities 
toward Venezuela, 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE URGENTLY NEEDED TO AVOID SUPPLIES SHORTAGE 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 23 Aug 83 p 2-1 
[Article by C. R. Chavez] 


[Text] While it is true that, with only 5 months of its term of office 
remaining, it will be difficult for President Herrera's government to adopt 
economic policy measures that imply changes in the strategy followed up to 
now, it is also true that the government can and ought to make readjustments 
that would enable it to deal with problems, such as that of supplies, that 
threaten to become critical within a few weeks if the necessary measures 

are not taken. 


Dr Adan Celis, president of Fedecameras (Venezuelan Federation of Associa- 
tions and Chambers of Commerce and Industry), after deferring an expression 
of opinion on the problem in the petroleum industry of leaks of confidential 
petroleum information--"until we are in a better position to judge"-- 
yesterday referred specifically to "the readjustments that must be made in 
some of the government's economic action policies" and pointed out that, 

in the first place, Fedecameras believes that, in the particular case of 
private external debt, about which Fedecameras has recently been talking 
insistently, the government ought to establish its position once and for all, 
and do so seriously and with a sense of responsibility, because it is 
intolerable that, six months after initiating exchange controls, it still has 
not made explicit the guidelines it will follow with respect to such debt. 
It this regard, what the government is being asked to do is establish 
criteria that will give definite form to the terms of its policy in this 
matter, so that, once and for all, the process of classification, objective 
registration of the debits and, finally, specific operations may begin, 
whether by means of the trusteeship arrangement that has been mentioned, 
under which bolivars would be used to settle debts through a Venezuelan 
official institution, or by some other means. But, in any case, it has to 
take a position, establish criteria, set guidelines, none of which it has 
done so far. 


In the second place, there is the problem of supplies. This is something 
that cannot be put off any longer, especially considering that there is not 
the least justification for a delay and that, moreover, the assignment of 
foreign exchange for this purpose--even if done immediately--may be too late, 
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since a minimum of 4 months generally lapses between an order and the 
arrival of merchandise at a Venezuelan port, 


Calculations made by private sector managers indicate that at least 2 billion 
dollars would be required to meet the country's total supply needs for the 
remaining four months and some days of this year. That is to say, 500 
million dollars would be required every month for the importation of essen- 
tial goods (food and medicine) and necessary goods, spare parts and many 
other inevitably necessary products, But every day that Recadi (Office of 
Differential Exchange Rates) and other authorities delay the decision to 
assign foreign exchange to importers is another day in the plunge toward the 
serious danger of the country's being without vital supplies of food, 
medicine and other essential goods by the end of this year. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


NEW LAW TO LIMIT IMPORTS UNDER STUDY 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 23 Aug 83 p 2-2 


[Text] The ministers concerned with economic matters met yesterday at the 
Finance Ministry as the economic cabinet to consider prohibition of the 
importation of all goods and services that are produced in the country and 
the drawing up of a legal formula that would stop public and private sector 
enterprises from importing inputs into their operations that are produced in 
Venezuela, 


The proposal involves further revision of the customs regulations now in 
force; it is known that Ministry of Finance technicians are to set about 
defining a new category of products that would be excluded from the list of 
essential goods eligible for the preferential rate of 4.30 bolivars to the 
dollar, on the grounds that their importation cannot be justified since 
Venezuelan production meets the needs of the Venezuelan market, 


The objective of this legal proposal serves the executive's policy concern- 
ing import substitutes, which is designed to halt the flight of foreign 
exchange abroad through the importation of categories of goods that are not 
fully justified. 


Nelson Rodriguez Garcia, vice minister of information and tourism, also 
reported officially that the economic cabinet had decided to approve author- 
izing the refinancing of the medium-term debts of CANTV (National Telephone 
Company of Venezuela), which amount to 780 million bolivars. 


Rodriguez also said that the cabinet had authorized the Urban Development 
Fund to finance the work on the San Cristobal Municipal Council Civic Center, 
an investment costing 180 million bolivars. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


COUNCIL OF INDUSTRIES GIVES 1985 FOREIGN EXCHANGE ESTIMATE 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 23 Aug 83 p 2-2 
[Article by Wilfredo Mejias Zerpa] 


[Text] Carlos Ramirez Machado, president of the Venezuelan Council of 
industry (Conindustria), said yesterday that the manufacturing sector would 
require about 3 billion dollars in foreign exchange next year. 


The president of Conindustria presented the ministry of finance with the 
foreign exchange budget in dollars of 21 chambers and associations out of 
the 40 industrial sectors making up the organization; the amount required 
for the purchase of inputs and raw materials amounts to 1.424 billion dollars. 


In this same bill of particulars, which Carlos Ramirez Machado presented to 
Minister of Finance Arturo Sosa last Wednesday, at a meeting at which Adan 
Celis, president of Fedecameras (Venezuelan Federation of Associations and 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry), and Miguel Rodriguez Molina, director 
of Recadi (Office of Differential Exchange Rates), were also present, the 
industrial sector presented an estimate for its operational needs for the 
next two months of 508 million dollars. 


It should be noted that, based on industrial sector imports in 1982 and in 
accordance with new information presented by the interested parties, the 
minister of development is now engaged in the preparation of a foreign 
exchange budget both for the rest of the year and to meet industry's needs in 
1984, 


The commercial and service sectors have asked to be included in this budget, 
and Minister of Development Jose Porras Oman himself has admitted that this 
is "probable," 


Accordingly, Consecomercio yesterday reviewed, jointly with the members of 
its supplies committee, everything concerning stocks and asked its affil- 
iates to present an estimate of their foreign exchange needs for the rest of 
the year, as well as of what they will need in 1984. 


Also, it should be noted that the industrial sector's foreign exchange budget 
for the rest of the year relates to only 21 chambers and associations. The 
remainder of the 40 manufacturing sectors are still in the process of 
obtaining the data. 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE BUDGET 
(in dollars) 


Chamber and/or Association 


1) Association of Manufacturers of 
Chemical Products 

2) Venezuelan Association of Tanners 

3) Chamber of Manufacturers of 
Automotive Products 

4) Association of Graphic Arts 
industrialists 

5) Venezuelan Chamber of the Clothing 
In ‘stry 

6) Chamber of the Venezuelan Phar- 
maceutical Industry 

7) National Association of Coffee 
industrialists 

8) Association of Wheat Mills 
(second semester) 

9) Venezuelan Association of Pulp, Paper 
Cardboard Producers (second semester) 

10) Venezuelan Textile Association 


11) National Association of Veneer and 
Plywood Industrialists 

12) National Furniture Association 

13) Venezuelan Chamber of the Footwear 
Industry (second semester) 

14) Association of Paint Manufacturers 
(second semester 

15) Union of Sugar Producers 
(second semester) 

16) Venezuelan Association of Plastics 
Industries 


17) Venezuelan Chamber of Cosmetics and 
Related Industries (Aguust-December) 


18) Venezuelan Chamber of Manufacturers of 


Footwear Components and Related 
Articles 

19) Venezuelan Association of Manufac- 
tures of Writing Instruments 

20) Venezuelan Chamber of the Rubber 
Industry (second semester) 

21) Venezuelan Chamber of the Food 
Industry 


Total 
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Foreign Exchange Requirements 


July-December 83 Two-month estimate 


(value C.I.F.) 


(value C.1.F.) 


315,000,000.00 105,000,000.00 
29 , 301,372.00 4,883,562.00 
135,000,000.00 45,000,000 .00 
20 000,000.00 6 666,777.00 
90,000,000.00 25,000 ,000.00 
107,279, 781.00 35,759,927.00 
2,916,667.00 486,111.00 
163,000,000.00 27,166 ,666.00 
93,648,660.00 31,219, 220.00 
42 ,000,000.00 14,000 ,000.00 
10, 369,194.00 3,456, 298.00 
9 ,528,120.00 3,176,040.00 
41,000,000.00 13, 666,666.66 
23,335,000.00 7,778 , 333.00 
3,771,100.00 2,514,066 .00 
117,999,999 .00 39, 333,332.00 
44.546 ,639.14 17,818,655.00 
2,497, 700.00 416,293.00 
5,411, 483.00 1, 803,827.00 
10, 317,239.00 3,439,079 .00 
300,000,000.00  120,000,000.00 
1,424,013,771.00 508,584,852.66 
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